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Welcome!
We are pleased to invite delegates
from around the world to the
International Small Islands
Studies Association 2021
Conference, Islands of the World
XVII: Sharing Lessons, Sharing
Stories, hosted by Memorial
University of Newfoundland's
Harris Centre and taking place
online, via Zoom Webinars, from
June 14th to 18th, 2021.
This year's conference themes
touch on my significant themes
for island researchers:
arts and culture of islands;
island depopulation,
repopulation and
gentrification;
natural history on islands;
climate change and governance
on islands;
connections lost and gained;
Indigeneity and resilience;
impacts of COVID-19 on islands;
other island-themed papers,
presentations, and panels are
also welcome as they pertain to
the discipline of Island Studies,
especially those that engage
with an “island imagination.”
.

ISISA IS A VOLUNTARY,
NON-PROFIT AND
INDEPENDENT
ORGANISATION WHOSE
OBJECTIVES ARE TO
STUDY ISLANDS ON
THEIR OWN TERMS, AND
TO ENCOURAGE FREE
SCHOLARLY
DISCUSSION ON SMALL
ISLAND RELATED
MATTERS SUCH AS
ISLANDNESS,
SMALLNESS,
INSULARITY,
DEPENDENCY,
ENVIRONMENT, AND
THE NATURE OF ISLAND
LIFE.
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Quality of Life
“It’s a Kind Island. It’s a Goody
Island”: Perceptions and Stories of
Child Safety and Well-Being on Vraic
Island

Community Led Innovations to
Address Health and Social Care Needs
in Small Island Communities: Case
Study of the Wellbeing Project in the
British Orkney Islands

Jesse Longhurst

Vraic is a small island in the English
Channel with no direct transportation
connection to the UK or European
mainland. It is home to approximately
400 people. Adults described Vraic as
a safe, healthy environment and
expressed confidence that the
community collectively looks out for
children. Children were described as
sheltered, but more confident,
independent, happy and healthy than
off-island peers. Adults told stories of
their own Vraic childhoods as magical
and old-fashioned and wanted to
preserve that for the next generation.
Children expressed pride in traversing
the island independently and
appreciation for its natural beauty.
Tensions emerged, however, around
preparing children for adult lives.
Most Vraic children leave the island
for secondary education and only a
fraction return as adults. The
community walks a tightrope between
education for an increasingly
globalized world and education that
maintains traditions, revives Vraic’s
endangered language and could
reverse the depopulation of the
island.

Rosie Alexander & Harry Johnson

Previous research has identified that
although small islands may offer a
high quality of life for older residents,
access to health and social care
services can be challenging. This
paper explores an innovative project
in five small islands within the UK
archipelago of Orkney designed to
support older adults in the island
communities. The project involved
developing a new community-based
role with responsibility for providing
advice to islanders, creating new onisland groups and activities and also
acting as an interface with mainland
services – advocating for islanders,
identifying potential innovations and
connecting resources together. The
paper presents both the original
research that stimulated the
development of the project, and the
findings of the evaluation of the first
delivery phase. The paper argues that
a role which blends support,
community development and advocacy
and innovation is ideally suited to the
challenges and potentials of
supporting health and wellbeing in
small islands.
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Media

Tracing a Cross-Maritime
Trajectory: Lessons of Work
Migration and Therapeutic
Remoteness

A Social Media Analysis of Human
Nature Interactions on the Dutch
Wadden Island Terschelling

Eva-Maria Knoll
In 2018 the health care sector of the
Maldives saw an astonishing influx of
doctors from Egypt. A rather
unexpected development in this
international workforce sector that so
far was dominated by hiring from
SAARC (South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation) countries.
Egyptian doctors thereby came to an
island nation they hardly had ever
heard of.
Based on ethnographic fieldwork the
paper traces this novel work
migration trajectory. Remarkably, the
hopeful junior MD’s followed the
social media appeal of one maverick
Egyptian physician. The ‘father of all
Egyptian doctors in the Maldives’, as
one medic called him, had shared his
story of discovering the small island
nation as a promising professional
stepping stone to an international
carrier.
This paper discusses the
entanglements of the archipelagos’
dependency on expat health
personnel as particularly pronounced
in remote island locations and
informed by master narratives of
service decentralization and health
equity concerns.

Jouke Van Dijk, Esther Wolfs, Stijn
Schep, & Pieter Van Beukering
The island of Terschelling, situated in
The Netherlands, has a longstanding
reputation for its unique natural
environment. Consequently, tourism
is one of the main driving forces of
the local economy, with around half a
million visitors per year. The natural
environment, however, often
experiences increasing pressures
from the effects of tourism itself and
the identity and feeling of islandness
of the inhabitants of the island can
also be affected. Recently, a music
festival was cancelled due to
concerns over the pressure it may
exert on the natural environment. The
aim of the study is to categorize
different levels of nature
appreciation through visitors’ online
visual and text data from social
media platforms. The research will
extract and carry out a comparative
analysis of social media data across
different platforms like Flickr and
Twitter. This data will be compared
with existing data sources, such as
tourism surveys and socioeconomic
statistics.
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Becoming a Young Farmer in The
Digital Age: An Island Perspective

Island Connections in the Digital
Age

Ilkay Unay-Gailhard

Fleur Ward

This study investigates the career
construction paths of young farmers
and aims to contribute to the
literature on the “young farmer
problem”. Of particular relevance is
this study’s focus on the potential of
islands as a new career landscape in
the digital age. Young farmers’
subjective experiences towards
careers were analyzed based on
narrative interviews and quantitative
surveys and expert interviews from
two EU islands: Crete and the Azores.

In the 19th century, the transatlantic
cable joined Heart’s Content,
Newfoundland with Valentia, Ireland.
This transformed Valentia into a
telecommunications hub which has
persisted to the present day and
characterized the islanders.
This paper will discuss the role and
impact of information and
communications technology (ICT) on
islanders and the sustainability of
their islands. Following the trajectory
of global technological
development, from the beginnings of
modern globalization in the 19th
century into the present, the focus
will be on Valentia in comparison to
the Islands of West Cork. The
connections discussed will include
both physical and virtual which have
created links to the outside world.
There will be a debate about how
islanders are using these connections
and their importance to island
sustainability.
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A Comparative Study of the
Experiences of Women in Agriculture
in the Scottish And Canadian Islands

Disasters in Leyte Island:
Gender, Migration, and Resilient
Strategies

Hannah Budge

Glenda Bonifacio

History presents agriculture as a
traditionally male occupation,
associated with physically demanding
labour, even though women always
played an essential role. Although
there has been an increased
awareness of these roles, there
remains a consistent and global
difference between genders in the
agriculture industry, in terms of
ownership and management. This
paper will first briefly examine the
relationship between gender and
agriculture at an international level in
the Global North and will be then
narrowed down to the UK and
Canada, highlighting the similarities
and differences between the
territories. The focus will then be
turned to specifically to the
experiences of women in agriculture
in the Scottish and Canadian Islands,
with the presentation of the
preliminary results of semi-structure
interviews carried out during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore,
reflections on the challenges of
conducting research in peripheral
rural areas, whilst being a researcher
residing in a remote island will be
discussed.

In the 19th century, the transatlantic
cable joined Heart’s Content,
Newfoundland with Valentia, Ireland.
This transformed Valentia into a
telecommunications hub which has
persisted to the present day and
characterized the islanders.
This paper will discuss the role and
impact of information and
communications technology (ICT) on
islanders and the sustainability of
their islands. Following the trajectory
of global technological
development, from the beginnings of
modern globalization in the 19th
century into the present, the focus
will be on Valentia in comparison to
the Islands of West Cork. The
connections discussed will include
both physical and virtual which have
created links to the outside world.
There will be a debate about how
islanders are using these connections
and their importance to island
sustainability.
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Islandness I
The Living Island

The Time-Space Geographies of
Melancholy in Kish Island

Ken Walker
Vafa Dianati & Sadaf Tabatabaei
Beaubears Island NHS, situated in the
Miramichi River Estuary in New
Brunswick, has had human footprints
on it for ~4000 years. Beginning with
the Mi’kmaq Nation, early French
traders, Acadian refugees escaping
deportation, Scot shipbuilding and
British settlement, it has been a
meeting place and an industrial area
— it has always returned to a natural
state once the footprints ceased to
walk upon it.Today, we are using the
Island as a climate study laboratory in
order to record what changes will be
forthcoming to its environment and
its ecological relationships.
Welcoming citizen science along with
us, we are setting the baselines:
organizing 6 zones on the Island and
creating sample plots within each
zone in order to analyze the effects
on designated species and their
habitats. I am on Beaubears Island FB
page with videos, as well as on You
Tube under BITV, using the title The
Living island.

The tradition of exploring
melancholic geographies has a long
and rich literary history identifiable
in the works of Charles Baudelaire,
Marcel Proust, Walter Benjamin,
Stefan Zweig, and more recently
Orhan Pamuk. As viewed by W.G.
Sebald, melancholy is embedded with
a potentiality of uplifting
sentiments and acquiring deeper
consciousness beneath its surface of
loss. This research explores the
melancholic territorial qualities of
Kish Island, a touristic destination in
the Persian Gulf region
resembling a consumer heaven
associated with festivity, amusement
and delight. The island’s history
however is marked by successive but
interrupted development plans in the
past sixty years which have
left endless traces observable in the
lived experience of the islanders and
the spatio-temporal landscape
of the island itself.
Through an archival-ethnographic
research, this paper narrates the
melancholic geography of Kish
Island by focusing on three
architectural sites.
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Islandness I

Climate Change I

Isolation: Blessing or Curse? An
Islands Perspective

The Reconsideration on Energy
Policies in Japan from the
Viewpoint of Remote Islands

Godfrey Baldacchino
Yuko Matsumura
This paper reviews the changing
conceptualisation of isolation in a
deeply connected and increasingly
urbanised world. It reflects upon the
manner in which the trope of
isolation has been transformed from
an overall negative to an overall
positive theme. One consequence of
this is the re-invigoration and
rediscovery of isolated islands, this
time as attractive sites for second
homes and even primary
residences. Whereas the absence of a
fixed link - tunnel or bridge or
causeway - may have contributed to
the 'cycle of decline' of island
communities (Royle & Scott, 1996),
today that very same isolation may
prove to be the competitive
advantage towards attracting a
particular type of 'lifestyle refugee'
to small
and forlorn islands. Such a trend may
have many sobering lessons about
community life in the 21st
century.

An environmentally and economically
sustainable energy system is one of
the biggest concerns for
islanders. Japan has over 400 islands
with inhabitants and the nation has
offered various financial
supports regarding energy cost for
remote islands along the Remote
island Development Act. For the aim
of utilizing the limited national
budget and reducing the energy
burden in remote islands, this
research investigated current policies
and financial schemes on energy
transition at both local and national
levels.
After the Great East Japan
earthquake in March 2011, the need
to transfer the energy system more
sustainable. A remarkable political
decision that introduced Feed-In
Tariff(FIT) act in Japan, the capacity
of renewable energy has skyrocketed
for six years. As an example of energy
policy, this research discusses
the functionality of FIT in remote
islands in Japan. As a result, FIT
might not be enough to promote
renewable energy in remote islands
after 2011.
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Climate Change I
The Political Ecology of Climate
Change Policy on Prince Edward
Island

Climate Change Impacting Island
Health: Sharing Lessons and Stories
for Resolving Collective Action
Problems

Patrick Leveque
Ilan Kelman
This paper employs political ecology
theory to explore how public policy
responses to climate change affect
social and economic inequalities and
political power in Prince Edward
Island, Canada (PEI). I begin by
situating PEI and outlining how it is
affected by climate change, followed
by an overview of public policy
responses to climate change on PEI
with a focus on mitigation policies
currently in effect. The discussion
begins with a description of the
political ecology approach, before
exploring, in turn, the politics,
power, and human-nature relations
embedded in the province’s climate
change mitigation policies. This
analysis shows that PEI’s climate
policies reinforce existing socioeconomic relations of power. I
conclude that political ecology can
provide useful insights for policymakers about the unintended effects
of climate change policy in other
areas of public policy.

The social determinants of health
help to understand health governance
and they are affected by humancaused climate change. Many
islanders have been working on
responding to climate change’s
health impacts together with other
climate-related effects such as
seasonalities, variabilities, and
oscillations. This contribution
explores climate change affecting the
social determinants of health in two
island places, (i) Toco, Trinidad and
Tobago and (ii) Sitka, Alaska,
especially for considering how locally
identified problems might be
resolved by community collective
action. The method used was semistructured interviews with local
environmental groups in order to
analyse the lessons and stories
regarding the groups’ activities,
operations, needs for improvement,
and successes. Local interests and
disinterests with respect to health
and climate change are discussed.
Lessons also emerge for so-called
“participatory” processes which, the
stories indicate, can sometimes
perpetuate the inequities which they
had been aiming to resolve.
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Anthropocene I
Environmental Futures in the
Anthropocene: The Caribbean
Archipelago Beyond a Tropical
Apocalypse

Riding the Private Wave: The
Caribbean Post-Disaster
Anthropocene
Ian Bethell Bennett

Kasia Mika
This paper aims to formulate a joint
environmental humanities and critical
eco-theology approach to imaginaries
of ecological time and futures, from
the Caribbean as a starting point.
The Caribbean is our future. Always
ahead of time, the world’s first
capitalist region is showing and
anticipating our global post-peak
futures. Most disproportionately hit
by environmental crises, these small
island states are the globe’s
barometers of environmental
changes, exposing the violence and
complexity of ‘the Anthropocene.’ In
response, conventional environmental
discourse and environmentalism have
long adopted themes and concepts
derived from Jewish and Christian
Apocalypses and continue to draw on
apocalyptic imagery of future
calamities. Still, the field of
environmental humanities, with its
anchoring in new materialism, has
been slow to engage with ideas of
the divine and the religious as key to
one’s ecological vision of island lives
and futures.
Problematising the notion of ‘tropical
apocalypse’, the paper seeks to
critically interrogate the
temporalities of the Anthropocene:
what past and futures does the
Anthropocene allow?

This work explores the overlying
imperial/colonial gaze that continues
to rescape the Anthropocene as
islands serve their new role as
extended spaces of the metropole for
those private jet setters and rule
makers who can design climatechange and sea-level-rise resistant
spaces through rescaping and
redrawing geographies, politics and
ethnoscapes. They can repair,
rebuild, re-develop quickly and easily
in the wake of natural disasters and
their pursuant man-made disasters.
We return to the space of imperial
grounds of the island, colony, as a
privately held space for royal
appropriation and enrichment.
Islands are the ground zero of
climate change and sea level rise
because they have been designed to
be offshore colonial spaces where
wealth is made and from whence
immigrants flee. Islands are imaged
into being through colonial
representations of paradise. Paradise,
the myth of pleasure and beauty,
corresponds with the island’s
construct as a space of pleasure and
a place of creation, utopic nature and
dreamlike existence, or fecal
overbearingness, where money buys
power. In the wake of the recent
spate of hurricanes, Caribbean
islands are being redesigned by
individuals who imagine their piece
of paradise into being, where profits
are endless, extraction unlimited and
the weather warm.

ISLANDS OF THE WORLD XVII: SHARING LESSONS, SHARING STORIES

Tuesday/ June 15, 2021
Underwater Life
Shell Colour Polymorphsim in
Populations of the Intertidal
Gastropod Nerita plicata from the
Pacific Islands

Misan Ánimasan Åsuli: An Anguillid
Story on the Spectrality of Maps

Kawai Kei

On the small island of Rota, repeat
encounters with Anguilla marmorata
result in a deeper understanding of
place, self, and other. From their
mysterious ‘ocean-cradle of birth and
of death’ to their ancient ‘freshwateroriented migratory life cycle’, my
shared story with the Åsuli is about
absence and presence, poetics and
politics, fragility and fixity. This
presentation will weave together
travel narratives based on my field
notes, the natural history of the Giant
mottled eel, commentary from
concerned island residents, and
geographic theory on mapping the
spectrality of islands in the face of
uncertainty. The incorporation of
photography, artwork, maps, and
poetry will visualize the
contradictions and complexities of
Rota, myself, and the eels, in all our
interconnected forms. The Åsuli live
here, it is their home. Does my
presence frighten them? Do they
know I’m just passing through,
scribbling notes of their existence in
the margins of a tattered map?

The gastropod Nerita plicata is
widely distributed across the IndoPacific Ocean’s upper intertidal zone
and exhibits shell color
polymorphism. This study examined
Nerita plicata’s shell color diversity
according to substrate type (i.e.,
basalt or beach rock). This study was
performed on islands of the Cook
Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, the Marshall Islands,
Japan. Three different shell color
morphs (fully white, partially blackspotted, and fully black-spotted)
were recorded on basalt and beach
rocks with a different frequency of
distribution in the two habitats. The
frequency of shell color distribution
in N. plicata is closely related to the
type of habitat, with white shells
occurring more frequently in the
light-colored beach rocks than in the
dark-colored basalt rocks. The
relationship between shell color
polymorphism and environmental and
genetic factors is discussed in this
presentation, as well as the possible
role of humans in habitat changes
that drive shell color polymorphisms.

Malcolm Johnson
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Islandness II
Trends and Sustainability on the
Dutch Wadden Islands

Towards the New Islandness
Nenad Starc

Jouke Van Dijk & John Dagevos
The Dutch Wadden island are part of
the UNESCO Worldheritage
Waddensea with unique outstanding
nature values. Tourism is one of the
main driving forces of the local
economy on the islands. However,
tourism can also have negative
effects on the natural environment
and on the identity and feeling of
islandness of the inhabitants which
may lead e.g. to processes of
gentrification. In order to develop
appropriate policy measures to
manage this, insights are needed in
the state of the art and trends in a
broad set of indicators indicating
sustainability. Telos and the
Waddenacademie have developed a
monitor to get this insight based on
three categories: social, economic
and ecological capital over de period
2014-2018 for each individual island.
The results are presented in the form
of maps (which makes comparison
possible with what’s happening on
the wall) of, factsheets and a
dashboard.

Islands have always been the best
candidates for less significant nodes
in growing spacio-socio-economic
networks. That withstanding,
islanders mastered the sustainable
use of scarce resources, lived at
margins of broader development
processes, and generated economic,
social, cultural, and psychological
specificities referred to as islandness
defined at the island level.
The more recent spread of these
networks lowered the barriers to the
flows of capital and labour to a
minimum and triggered
deinsularization i.e. the incorporation
of islands in the wider mainland
networks.
Deinsularization and preservation of
islandness are not necessarily
mutually exclusive given that the
island policy aims at a circular island
economy and self-sufficiency in
water, food, and energy production.
Such policy also aims at appropriate
education and social communication
with the mainland and other islands.
It preserves traditional island
specificities and contributes to
modern specificities that constitute
islandness of the 21st century defined
at archipelago level.
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Islandness II

Environmental Change

Tangled Tales, Entangled Ales:
Adventures in the Recursive
Islandness of Newfoundland Craft
Beer

Faroe Islands - The Subsea
Roundabout Dilemma

Maggie Henry

This paper examines the
transformation of the Faroes as
place as a result of ultramodern
infrastructural projects compressing
the country and trimming its
periphery. New roads and tunnels,
erasing the natural insularity of the
islands, create smooth interisland
(auto)mobility outpacing the forces
of nature. This process, reshaping
borders and junctions, influences
present-day discussions on local
culture, place and identity in the
Faroes: does the sophisticated road
network, with the capital of Torshavn
at its core, resonate the introduction
of new ‘non-places’ (Augé 2008) to
the islands? This paper, based on
anthropological perspectives on
island spaces and places, aims to
outline the relation between the
national future-oriented discourse on
island ‘modernization’ and the
narratives of local community
autonomy and ‘revitalization’ in the
Faroes. I will use the subsea tunnel
(to open in 2020) between the
islands Streymoy and Eysturoy (which
has a roundabout deep under the
ocean) as case.

With islands understood as
generative sites of relational
entanglement, and craft beer itself
described as a zone of entanglement
and meaning-building, it should come
as no surprise that Newfoundland’s
craft beer brands are brimming with
richly entangled themes of place. But
what does that look like?
In this session, Maggie Henry
discusses her ongoing creative thesis
project examining themes of place in
the craft beer community on the
island of Newfoundland. Engaging
Patchwork ontologies and traditional
textile practices, these themes will be
mapped onto an existing (literal)
patchwork quilt. In doing so, the
patchwork itself becomes a site of
generative ‘becoming’ and the
project unfolds as a figure of
recursive islandness.
When the intangible becomes
tangible, knowledge is able to be
shared in accessible, relatable ways.
This project seeks to highlight the
richness – and fun! – of relational
approaches and tangled tales,
opening up opportunities for
alternative forms of thought and
practice in Island Studies and the
broader Anthropocene.

Firouz Gaini
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Environment and (Sustainable)
Development: The Case of Reunion
Island, Southwest Indian Ocean

Rising Sea Level Displacement

Christian Bouchard

The presentation will discuss the
implications of rising sea level
displacement, specifically through a
literature review of how climate
change is amplifying rising sea levels
and their consequences towards
people living on low-lying islands.
Climate change has and will continue
to exacerbate the amount the sea
rises. As sea levels rise, the
implications become worse and
include more frequent flooding,
greater strains on critical
infrastructures
such as sanitation and water
treatment plants, and finally less
reliable food and fresh water
security.
Ultimately, all of these implications
will lead to more displacement for
people living on low-lying islands.
My goal is to consolidate the vast
amount of information on this topic
into a comprehensive paper, and
then incorporate an emergency
management perspective. I hope to
present the information and stories
from people who have been displaced
and as well, present the way people
are preparing and responding
to rising sea level.

Reunion Island has seen significant
environmental changes since human
settlement in 1665. Despite largescale deforestation and some early
species extinctions, the overall island
environment was still in good state
when Reunion obtained its French
Overseas Department status in 1946.
The situation has since evolved
drastically in response to high
population growth and fast socioeconomic modernization. This has led
to the paradoxical situation of
enjoying an overall high quality of
life while having one of the most
severe biocapacity deficits per capita
in the world. In this context, finding a
balance between environmental
conservation and socio-economic
development, as well as coping with
the emerging challenges of the
Anthropocene (climate change, etc.)
are crucial if sustainable
development is to be achieved
towards the 21st century. Despite
significant progress in environmental
stewardship, much more will be
needed in Reunion Island to sustain
both a healthy environment and a
high human development.

Brady Podloski
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Fabulous Island: Fairy Tale and
Newfoundland in 'Brave Jack and
the Unicorn'

Newfoundland and Playspace in
Recent Narratives for Young People
Helene Staveley

Melanie Hurley
'Brave Jack and the Unicorn' (2005), a
picture book by Janet McNaughton
and illustrated by Susan Tooke,
is a Newfoundland fairy tale: it
creates a magical version of the
province and breathes new life into
the fairy-tale genre by mixing
traditional fairy tale motifs with
images of the island. The book's plot
is reminiscent of many canonical fairy
tales; for example, the protagonist's
name and his status as an
annoyance to his mother echoes 'Jack
and the Beanstalk.' Meanwhile, the
illustrations' inclusion of the
sea and icebergs and of colourful
houses indicates that this tale's
setting is Newfoundland, not a
medieval European landscape. Thus,
the book presents us with a place
that is both fabulous and familiar,
where kind-heartedness defines a
hero, black unicorns roam, and
princesses aid in their own rescue.

Mary Shine Thompson (2006) observes
that since 1878, children’s writers
have written islands as “enclosed
spatio-temporal microcosms" which
"draw on or reject outside influences
[…]” and “can import capital —
concepts of authority, for example
[...], export it […], or they can reject
it” (18). Thus islands and
archipelagoes, described by François
Noudelmann (2018) as “composite
entit[es]” entailing “the ontological
necessity of navigating between
places, and passing through
languages, histories, and cultures”
while “highlight[ing] the sense of
crossings” (207), become useful for
reading the composite, transitional
identities of youth. I examine novels
for young people published and/or
set in Newfoundland by such
acclaimed and awarded writers as
Heather Smith, Lisa Moore, Charis
Cotter, and Janet McNaughton, for
their representations of
Newfoundland’s distinctive island
topos as fraught playspaces
analogous to the embodied,
processual, liminal, creative, and
messy experience of being “young”:
incomplete, playing hard, and played.
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Anthropocene II
Sea Level Rise and the
Temporalities of Islands in the
Anthropocene: The
Sinking/Growing/Artificial Islands
of Tuvalu
Liam Saddington
'Islands are important spaces for the
articulation of global anxieties
around climate change. In particular,
the perceived threat of sea-level rise
for atoll states has transformed them
into symbolic spaces of the
Anthropocene. This paper argues that
islands can offer an insight into the
temporalities of climate change and
the Anthropocene. Drawing on
interviews and participant
observation conducted in the South
Pacific, this paper focuses on the
construction of the islands of Tuvalu
as “sinking”, “growing” or
“artificial”. Firstly, this paper
considers how water-based
imaginaries and metaphors have been
mobilised both domestically and
internationally to construct Tuvalu as
a “sinking island”. Secondly, this
paper explores how different ways of
knowing the Anthropocene have been
mobilised in the context of Tuvalu’s
“growing islands”. Recent
geomorphological research has
suggested Tuvalu’s islands have
expanded in landmass due to
contemporary sea-level rise.
Contested by Tuvaluans, traditional
forms of knowledge have been
mobilised to contest these claims. As
a site of geomorphological
controversy, Tuvalu offers an insight
into how the Anthropocene is
“known”. Thirdly, it will be argued
that the framing of “artificial islands”
as a form of climate change
adaptation raises questions about
adaption in/to the Anthropocene.

Losing Place, Losing Self?
Temporality and Emergent Earthly
Attachments in an ‘Anthropocene
Island’
Tom Rowe
Representations of climate change
frequently evoke a dissonance
between radically altered futures and
the present, engendering a
demobilising ‘cold panic’, whereby
looming climatic emergencies
coincide with ‘business as usual'. This
‘cold panic’ is reproduced through
mutually constitutive people-place
relations, and to move beyond this
panic towards productive political
action, it is essential to understand
how human experiences of time are
implicated in such relational
dynamics. This paper envisions
relational dynamics in three
concurrent and inextricable processes
of loss, adaptation and emergence,
through which people continually
negotiate their being in and of the
Earth through the temporal weavings
of place. To examine how
temporalities are thus implicated in
people-place relations, an
‘Anthropocene Island’ analytical
frame is employed, which continues
to gain increased prominence
amongst Island Studies scholars to
encapsulate precarious forms of
island life in times of planetary
climate emergency. The paper will
detail a proposed methodological
exploration into diverse islander
experiences of temporality in the
context of climate change in a Global
North fieldsite, providing further
nuance to ‘Anthropocene Island’
debates predominantly oriented
around tropical island case studies.
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Anthropocene II

Tourism

The Story of the Moving Island: The
Island And Migration Debate in the
Age of the Anthropocene

Tourism, Accommodation and the
Regional Economy in Indonesia's
West Papua

Amina Ghezal

Oscar Tiku

Being the emblematic figure of the
Anthropocene, the island in the
modern era of ‘climate crisis’,
embodies the world’s fears,
uncertainties and frustration. The
island is abbreviated to restrictive
and narrow characteristics of
insularity, remoteness, fragility and
the forefront of cataclysmic effects of
climate change. The Anthropocene is
changing the island and altering its
present and its future. It raises
questions and uncertainties about the
island continuity, safety and its
capacity to support livelihood - as
Cocks and Foran (1995) stated, the
“carrying capacity”. Although
migration and mobility are traditional
practices on the islands, they have
been equated with resilience,
adaptation and survival from the
perils of climate change and the
shrinking surface of the island. This
mainstream Anthropocene thinking of
migration propagates a reductionist
view and sees the island from a
narrow lens. To expand on the ideas
mentioned herein; I aim to challenge
mainstream thinking around the
island, migration and the
Anthropocene, focusing on the
intricate physical, historical, cultural
and spiritual constituents of the
island to offer an island
understanding of migration and the
Anthropocene. I will equally draw on
the experiences of Tuvaluan migrants
in New Zealand to incorporate an
empirical perspective of the dynamics
of migration and the island in the
context of the Anthropocene.

This study deals with the impact of
visitor expenditure on West Papua’s
regional economy. It aims to
estimate: (1) the economic impact of
domestic and inbound visitor
expenditure; (2) the economic impact
of tourism spending at various
accommodation classes to the
regional economy; and (3) the use of
local commodities and human
resources in the regional
accommodation industry. An inputoutput multiplier analysis was
employed to accomplish the first and
second objectives, while the
qualitative approach
used for the latter. Tourism is found
to contribute greatly to the regional
economy led by inbound tourism,
where 3-star accommodations are
found to be the biggest contributor
with outstanding intersectoral
impact on fisheries; food, beverage,
and tobacco manufacture; and
agriculture. However, a large extent
of leakage was detected (±90%)
mainly in produces and chemicals
used in daily operations.
Furthermore, accommodation
absorbs a considerable extent of
local labors (73.16%), 20% of which
are indigenous Papuans.
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Anthropocene III

The Ecotourism Hub: A Joint Cross
Border Marketing Strategy For
Peripheral Islands

On Fragility of Binaries and
Meanings of Emptiness
Lucia Najslova

Karl Agius
The central Mediterranean region
comprises several islands and
archipelagos including the biggest
island in the Mediterranean – Sicily,
and an archipelagic state.
Collectively known as the Maltese
Sicilian archipelago, these islands are
closely related culturally and
historically but not politically,
belonging to two sovereign states.
Connectivity is key not only for the
everyday exigencies of islanders but
also to lure tourists who are among
the major contributors to their
economies. Over the years, several
connections have been established
and others lost. In recent years a new
drive has pushed towards
establishing permanent links.
Nevertheless, other peripheral
islands will remain isolated and
remote. In such cases remoteness and
the relatively higher level of
protection as well as their pristine
environments can serve to boost
ecotourism. This can be achieved
through a cross-border joint
marketing strategy taking into
account existing connections and
presenting peripheral islands as an
ecotourism hub.

In Anthropocene, we hear more and
more about the small islands. It
almost seems they have just
appeared. We haven’t yet done all
the work in asking why did they
become such a catchy symbolic
device for narrating the world. This
text listens to stories told in and
about the Mediterranean island of
Kos and seeks to advance
scholarship on meanings of
emptiness. There is a rift in the old
harbor of Kos. A few centimeterswide crack in stone. For those who
have not been there the night the
2017 earthquake hit, it is now just
one of many sights to be immersed
in. Kos can be rich, in beaches,
ruins, food, serenity. The quakemade crack is now a part of the
scenery, but the scenery is not the
same for everyone. Kos can be an
escape. There is no need to walk out
of the self-sustaining tourist gated
communities. For others, what
seemed like an escape quickly turns
into a trap. There is not much
possibility to leave the island’s
(EU’s) barbed-wire protected
refugee camp. Just two years before
the most recent quake hit, many of
the places designed to be enjoyed
by visitors and to generate revenue
for the locals resembled a world
after catastrophe. Sand, waves and
stones were still there, people have
disappeared. Or have they?
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Rifts, Shifts and Fetishes in the
Energy Islandscapes of the
Anthropocene

Anthropocene Islands: Abyssal
Geographies
Jonathan Pugh & David Chandler

Harry Steven
In this paper I address how and why
the island has re-emerged as an
emblematic figure in the
Anthropocene by focusing on the
spaces and flows of energy-societycapital relations and their
reconfiguration at the dawn of an
epoch shaped by an unprecedented
rise in the anthropocentric
mobilisation of energy and matter. I
propose the notion of ‘energy
islandscape’, which describes the
constellation of activities,
sociotechnical linkages and
socioecological relations associated
with energy capture, conversion,
distribution and consumption within
and through island time-spaces.
Energy islandscapes simultaneously
combine nature and culture, action
and relation, the visible and invisible,
the past and future and adopt
multiple forms including resource,
economic, infrastructural and
geopolitical. They draw attention to
island interactions among natural,
social and technical phenomena, as
well as the practices and processes of
(social) (re)production and everyday
life, on and in relation to islands. I
draw in particular on empirical data
from three European island regions:
The Outer Hebrides, Scotland, the
Fosen peninsula, Norway and the
Balearic Islands, Spain to examine
how the contested reconfiguration of
the energy islandscape is playing out
under the precepts of the (nonhuman) ‘subject’ that has
paradoxically ushered in the Age of
Humans: global fossil capital.

Island scholarship has long been
relegated to the periphery of the
social sciences and humanities but
has gained significant traction in
recent developments in critical Black
and Indigenous Studies which
highlight contingency and, in
particular, reject modern, linear and
fixed grids of space and time. The
renewed attention to Caribbean
island writers, such as Glissant,
Walcott and Wynter has thus enabled
non-Eurocentric or non-modernist
perspectives and ontologies to
emerge in the writing of authors such
as McKittrick, Keeling, Tiffany
Lethabo King, Moten and Yountae.
This paper examines how, through
such developments, islands subjected
to colonialism are increasingly
understood as key ‘abyssal
geographies’, speculatively enabling
alternative approaches to both
critique and move beyond legacies
and effects of colonialism and
modernity in the Anthropocene.
Focusing upon work that we
understand to be part of the
contemporary approach of
‘Storiation’, we examine how a turn
away from understanding islands as
‘interstitial’ and ‘between’ spaces is
taking place precisely at this moment
when these more recent
developments are profoundly
rejecting modernist notions of space
and time
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Remembering ‘An Island Within an
Island’: Transgenerational Memory
Work of Jewish Exile in the
Dominican Republic

Santa Maria Island on the Atlantic
Frontiers

Sarah Nimführ

Santa Maria was the first island to
emerge and its geologic history,
characterized by a cyclical process of
original eruption-erosion-collapsenew explosion, seems to shape its
history. It was the first island to be
populated, the stepping stone for the
Archipelago of the Azores discovery
and an instrumental navigational aid
for the return of voyagers from the
New World, like Columbus in 1493.
After these first years where its virgin
soil was used to help the first
globalization process, the island fell
into a desertification process at the
periphery of the Archipelago of the
Azores.
On the 20th century, its
geomorphology and critical
development condition concurred for
it to be chosen for an international
airport that would bring together the
Atlantic margins and that would
double and collapse its population to
a half of what it had before. On the
21st century, a Space Port is being
projected on the island.

At the beginning of WWII, Sosúa, a
small town in the north of the island
of Hispaniola, was one of the few
places of refuge for Jews who fled
from Europe and the Nazi regime.
The island state, then ruled by one of
the most repressive dictators in Latin
America, opened up a new life to the
Jewish settlers by offering them
participation in an agricultural
project. Jewish Sosúa in the 1960s
was a self-sufficient community,
which is why the Sosúans described
the place as "an island within an
island": they had an extensive
cultural program, took care of road
maintenance and water supply, ran a
community-owned sausage and
cheese company, operated their own
school, and were among the pioneers
of tourism for long-distance travelers.
Until today, descendants of the
settlers remember and share their
family stories in many ways. The
lecture focuses on transgenerational
biographical family narratives and
memory practices of the remembered
island of refuge in its intertwinement
with other sites of memory and the
present.

Antonio Monteiro
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Idle/Idyll: finding the island
Lynda Hawryluk
Ballina Island, located in the
Northern Rivers region of New South
Wales, Australia, is an island within
anisland. It sits in the mouth of the
humbly named North Creek and joins
the Richmond River where it
meets the Pacific Ocean. This paper
provides an exploration of the
mangrove swaddled waterways of
Ballina Island through prose poetry
and images. Climate change flood
predictions expect this area to be
inundated from major floods and
storms into the future. The unique
and fragile ecosystem of the island is
highlighted through writing and
photography showing the effects of
the ebbing tide on human and
nonhuman made structures. Images of
glassy isolated waterways belie the
changes predicted to impact this
environment and are reflected in the
accompanying poetry. These resonate
with ideas about islandness,
island time and the sense of idyll
found in back channel kayaking and
exploring.

“To have settlement feels like home
and for you to have your place
now”: Exploring the Role of PlaceBelonging Among Syrian Refugees
on the Island of Newfoundland
Sarah Faulkner
Settling on the island of
Newfoundland means learning to
navigate a diverse set of identities.
To study refugee settlement in
Newfoundland is also to study
Newfoundland as a place. Exploring
the settlement experiences of Syrian
refugees on the island of
Newfoundland, Canada, my PhD
thesis particularly focused to their
sense of place-belonging in relation
to feeling a sense of home. By
focusing on how notions of belonging
and home are understood by settled
Syrian refugees, I explored how these
have impacted on their decisions to
stay or leave Newfoundland following
a period of initial resettlement.
Within the context of rural island
settlement, I also examine what other
place-based factors have influenced
Syrian refugees’ decisions to stay or
leave the island in recent years.
Spending nine months in
Newfoundland, a combination of
friendship ethnography was used
alongside elected photo elicitation
and semi-structured interviews
conducted with 28 adult Syrian
refugees and 22 community
stakeholders. Moments of joint
place-making and everyday belonging
can help to mitigate many of the rural
place-based challenges that many
newcomers face on the island and
help people build a stronger sense of
home and place.
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Climate Change II
Climate (Im)mobilities: The Case of
Planned Relocation in the Republic
of Fiji as an Adaptation Strategy to
Cl

Islands‘ Factfulness: Lessons from
Shared Stories
Beate Ratter, Michael Fink, Corinna
de Guttry, and Martin Döring

Beatrice Ruggieri
Planned relocation has been recently
recognised as an adaptation strategy
to climate change. Yet, historical
examples show that relocation is
complex, costly and rarely successful.
In the small island state of the
Republic of Fiji, where the first
villages have already moved to higher
ground, relocation underpins several
issues related to customary land
tenure, place attachment and
identity. In order to assure long-term
sustainability of relocation, inclusivity
and participation in the decisionmaking process are the main pillars
of state-led projects. At the same
time, local communities intending to
move do not always ask for assistance
from external actors, preferring to
resettle on their own terms. Based on
semi-structured interviews and
Talanoa dialogues, this study focuses
on assessing challenges and pitfalls
of relocation processes in Fiji
through a historical approach and a
mobilities and climate justice lens,
attempting to understand the multilevel complexities of decision-making
behind iTaukei adaptation measures.

Nature-based Solutions (NbS) for
islands in times of a looming climate
change have recently attracted
increasing attention. This is true not
only for small low-lying coralline
islands but for all islands with a
special vulnerability and exposure to
climate change impacts.
To improve the resilience of islands
against flooding, NbS focus on socalled soft solutions such as beach
nourishments or ecosystem
engineering.
The paper empirically explores
anticipative narratives revolving
around these new ways of coastal
protection on the islands of Amrum
and Föhr. Based on a representative
set of semi-structured interviews, it
firstly aims at analysing the
anticipative narratives pervading
islander’s visions revolving around
NbS and secondly explores how the
insights generated could contribute
to improving climate change
adaptation on islands.
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The challenge of electronic waste in
the Caribbean: A study of five
island nations

Islanding Vulnerability: Resisting
the Coloniality of Climate Change
Politics.

Elham Mohammadi

Charlotte Weatherill

Islands are bounded systems often
beset by complex sustainability
challenges, which are compounded by
restricted land and resource
availability. While excessive use of
electronics and the resulting waste is
a global issue, it is particularly acute
on small islands, where shipping it
elsewhere is extremely expensive.
This study focuses on five Caribbean
island states: Aruba, Barbados,
Grenada, Jamaica, and Trinidad and
Tobago, to examine electronic waste
generation patterns in an island
context and the factors driving those
trends. The study estimates electrical
and electronic equipment (EEE) flows
for the five island cases over a 60year period (1965–2025), including
the electronic waste these flows have
generated and will generate. The
findings show the rate of electronic
waste generation in the five islands
studied is significantly higher (in
some cases, up to four times higher)
than the global average of 6.1 kg/cap
in 2017. If the estimated e-waste
generation rate is not managed
properly, there will be an increase in
significant threats to local
environments and to public health,
and loss of valuable material
resources will occur. From a
sustainability perspective, small
islands should consider transitioning
from a linear to a circular economy to
reduce waste and to ensure a
sustainable future.

Vulnerability of the so-called ‘SIDS’ is
widely accepted in climate change
politics. Yet ideas of island
vulnerability have existed since the
colonial era. This paper focusses on
the Pacific Islands to show how the
framing of islands as inherently
vulnerable is embedded in
depoliticising, colonial narratives
that obscure the actions and choices
that create vulnerability, and force
the concept into an economic,
developmental framework.
This paper uses feminist research on
vulnerability to critique climate
change vulnerability discourse, and
to argue that it is itself
vulnerabilising. Resistance to the
logics of inherent vulnerability has
come from islanders themselves, both
in the academic work of scholars such
as Epeli Hau’ofa and Teresia Teaiwa,
and in the activism of groups such as
350 Pacific. Islanding climate change
vulnerability therefore involves a
critique of the dominant approach,
and a reimagining of what it means to
be vulnerable through feminist and
islander resistance discourses.
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Building a Sustainable Island
Futures project: The Process and
the Results
James Randall & Stefano Moncada
With funding from the Canadian
Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council’s (SSHRC)
Partnership Development grants
program, island studies researchers
from twelve world islands came
together to address issues of
governance and government, as it
applies to sustainability, sustainable
development, and the
implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals. Using mixed
methods (e.g., online surveys and
focus groups), this innovative project
explored the attitudes of key
stakeholders to these concepts on
small islands, focusing specifically on
the distinctions between small island
states (SIS) and subnational island
jurisdictions (SNIJs). This paper
reports on two aspects of this
ongoing four-year initiative: lessons
learned in carrying out the project
and a preliminary analysis of the
results.

Bringing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) Down to
the Grassroots through Community
Service: A Case Study at the Local
College, Grenada
John Telesford
Community engagement can be an
effective approach to bridge the gap
between research from academia and
building awareness and knowledge in
communities as a consequence of
such research. This paper draws on
the sustainable island futures (SIF)
project, which found that at the
grassroots level, there was very little
awareness and knowledge of the
sustainable development goals
(SDGs). To address this gap, a project
titled: ‘SDGs Ambassadors through
Community Service or SDGs
Ambassadors’, was implemented at
the local College in Grenada. The
project was executed though the
compulsory 30-hour community
service requirement for all students
and consisted of: awareness building
of the SDGs; development of
promotional activities- in groups or
individually and the engagement of
communities by students to deliver
that activity. The results of the
project are shared with the hope that
it will inspire more grassroots
community engagements to build
awareness of the SDGs in islands.
islander resistance discourses.
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New Caledonia Independence
Movement in an Integrated World
Marta Gentilucci
Since the 1980s, the Kanak people of
New Caledonia have been engaged in
a process of decolonisation that
seeks to break with the centreperiphery models of France/NewCaledonia or South Province/North
Province, and have come to focus
instead on the “interdependencies.”
In a space between subjugation and
resistance, pro-independence Kanak
parties are re-appropriating and
rethinking nickel’s management
following a model that departs from
the traditional mining enclave. The
collectivization of the mineral
resource, the convergence of
corporate governance with local
policy requirements, the channeling
of mining benefits to emancipate the
territory and the kanak people, and
the involvement of the local
community in mining and
metallurgical sector are among the
main strategies deployed by
separatists in pursuit the “disenclavisation” of mining. The
purpose of this paper is to reflect on
the pro-independence Kanak parties'
attempt to shake off their colonial
history, while renegotiating their
presence in New Caledonia, the AsiaPacific region and the global market.
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Digital Storytelling, Content
Creation and Education: The Spatial
Awareness Project

Early Childhood Education in Small
Island States: Results of an
International Survey

Cadey Korson

Anna Baldacchino

The Spatial Awareness Project film
and podcast series started with an
interest in videography and a cool
idea. It stemmed from students’
misunderstanding – classes of
students who had little experience
with the places and peoples outside
their region or island. The short film,
which will be partially screened in my
presentation, incorporates aerial and
underwater footage that explores the
breadth of land use types in Aotearoa
New Zealand and challenges the ways
in which we conceptualise and
categorise space and landscapes. The
film is paired with a series of
interview-style podcast episodes with
landowners, environmental managers,
kaitiaki, representatives from
government agencies, academics,
consultants, etc. who share their
views on contemporary environmental
issues. The project has sought to
create a learning community where
students are empowered to critically
engage in debates about
conservation and land use in
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Postcolonialism has impacted
primary, secondary and tertiary
education in small island states,
defined as those each with a resident
population of up to one million. This
presentation will draw on my doctoral
research study which was inspired by
postcolonial theory, islands studies,
and small states studies. As part of
this research an online questionnaire
was sent out to 100 persons residing
in the 27 small island states around
the world. Sixty-two responded to the
questionnaire with at least one
participant from all the 27 small
island states.
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The Role of Career Pathway in
Youth Migration from Island
Communities

Intersectionality and the Rural
Islander: Exploring Rural Education
in Trinidad and Tobago

Rosie Alexander

Alicia Noreiga-Mundaroy

Youth migration from small island
communities remains a considerable
concern in both academic and policy
literature. Although access to Higher
Education and employment are
typically understood as ways of
reducing youth migration, this
presentation will explore the complex
interrelation of educational, career
and migration pathways as they relate
to small island communities. Drawing
on recent research with higher
education students from the UK
islands of Orkney and Shetland, the
presentation will demonstrate that
young people’s mobility pathways are
much more complex than a simple
binary of staying and leaving
suggests. Further, the presentation
will argue that understanding of
mobilities and higher education and
employment requires detailed
attention on the role of career
choices and the specific spatial
implications of different career
pathways.

For this presentation, I will introduce
my ongoing study aimed at examining
the perceptions of rural educators,
students and community members
toward the roles schools play in the
economic development of rural
communities in the islands of
Trinidad and Tobago (T&T). Relying
on theoretical concepts, along with
my experiences as a rural islander
and educator, I will embark on a
methodological approach to
exploring four major theories (island
theory, rural theory, decolonization
theory, and critical theory) that frame
a context for rural education in T&T.
This bricolage approach will guide
the analyzing of ways in which these
theories intersect in relation to T&T’s
rural education, and by extension
community development.
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Sonic Tales of Bonaire

To Dream Again: Thoughts on Island
Environmentalism

Jeffner Allen
Priya Parrotta
Intermittent squeaks, beeps, silent
scratch, whistle, whispers, hiss: Let us
immerse ourselves in tales that move
through the waters of Bonaire,
Caribbean island of igneous rock,
oceanic deposits and coral limestone.
Tapped, tapped percussively as a
drum, the island resonates with the
labors of its inhabitants of land and
sea. Sponges appear in a thousand
and one shapes, behaviors, and
porosities, nearby histories of
enslavement and salt mining,
present-day manifestations of
colonial rule, everyday conversations,
building a cactus fence. Amid the
clanging of chains alongside the
pilings of Bonaire’s pier for shipping
salt, a profusion of sponges and their
filtering flows and present-day gossip
and banter, sonic tales call forth and
respond to popular apparitions of
belonging and tumultuous fate.
Through this poetic and philosophical
reflection sustaining intervals appear
which are richly suggestive as we
search for equilibrium in approaches
to pressing ecological and planetary
dilemmas.

The soundscapes of islands are the
basis and inspiration for the profound
emotion associated with being
intimately linked to nature. Island
music for instance, allows us to
appreciate the way diverse influences
and histories have come to exist in
these small spaces; the way they have
had to coexist with each other with
humor and creative resilience in the
face of difficult challenges. Despite
the sociocultural and geopolitical
complexity of a challenge like climate
change, the potential of music to
serve in this struggle is not often
recognized.
The forces of colonialism and marketled globalization have strained the
attempts of young people from
different countries, continents and
cultural backgrounds to connect with
each other. With islands in mind, the
author initiated a project on island
solidarity through music, with
students at the University of Puerto
Rico, called Island Sessions. The
article concludes briefly describing
the author’s project.

ISLANDS OF THE WORLD XVII: SHARING LESSONS, SHARING STORIES

Thursday/ June 17, 2021
Creativity

De/repopulation

Plantation Islands, Insularity &
Creolization

The Potential Effect of Rising House
Prices on the Out-Migration of
Tertiary-Educated Students

Theresia P. Choppy
Bernard Mamo
Creole societies are very often small
island states. They are often explantation islands with a particular
brand of creolization. Françoise
Vergès theorized that “there is
something salient about both the
spatiality of islands and the brutality
of the plantation that made them
particularly fecund spaces for the
emergence of creolized identities
born from different diasporic origins”
(2007, pp. 39-41). Doreen Massey
equally speculates that society is
influenced by its spatial organization
(1993). Cohen and Sheringham
highlight several points that enhance
this line of thinking: (i) the fact that
living in small islands allows
continuous, intense forms of
encounter between inhabitants; (ii)
these islands’ relative remoteness
and inaccessibility have made them
more sociologically salient in the
context of creolization; (iii) the fact
that islands are intermittently
connected and disconnected from
global currents has contributed to
their specificities (2016, pp. 41-42).
This paper discusses the specificities
of arts and culture in the creole
island of Seychelles.

Ever since the 1980's, the Maltese
housing market has exhibited an
upward trend in pricing, tripling in
value over the past nineteen years
alone. In turn, the significant
augmentation created a public and
institutional concern as to what
possible ramifications may arise, or,
whether the persistent increases are
simply reflecting economic
fundamentals. Amongst the former is
the overseen potential effect on the
migration patterns of the
theoretically-most mobile group of
our society; the young, and highlyeducated. In this study, a surveybased analysis and binary logistical
model are conducted and employed
respectively, with the individual’s
willingness-to-migrate as the
dependent variable and house pricing
as one of the regressors, resulting in
the estimation of the potential effect
of rising house prices on the
migration propensities of the nearfuture, highly-educated populace.
In sum, econometric findings show
that house pricing is significant
across at all levels of statistical
significance and all final model
variations.
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Tionndadh an Lain: Turning the tide
on depopulation in the Scottish
islands

Hurricane Dorian Displacement:
Experiences After Evacuation on
Eleuthera

Theona Morrison & Padruig Morrison

Kearney Coupland

“We affirm...credible evidence of
'green shoots' of population
turnaround in Scottish Islands,
which...does not show up in official
statistics”—so began the Islands
Revival Declaration, coming out of
CoDeL’s work with Scotland’s leading
Rural Policy researchers/stakeholders
on the Islands Revival Blog. The tide
of demographic decline is turning on
some Scottish islands, in spite of dire
population projections. CoDel, based
in Uist, Outer Hebrides, first
recognised a shift in demographic
trends with young economically
active adults staying, returning or
settling in the islands. This paper will
explore evidence and reasons for
demographic turnaround on Scottish
islands, particularly Uist. Recent
comparative work with Irish islands
also shows local resilience and
aspirations for their future, which
struggles to achieve a wider voice.
However, linguistic and cultural
research has led to a growth in
radical, grassroots, indigenous-led
activism over the past year, evidence
of the turning tide.

The destruction caused by Hurricane
Dorian in the Bahamas has reinforced
the need for proactive adaptation
and disaster planning in Small Island
Developing States. In order to
identify future priorities for disaster
preparedness and response in the
Bahamas, my research examines the
experiences of hurricane-induced
displacement on the island of
Eleuthera from the lens of: (1)
evacuees; (2) residents of
communities to which displaced
persons have relocated, and (3) staff
members of relief organizations.
Learning from the stories of those
affected by the hurricane provides a
better understanding of how the
priorities, needs and expectations of
populations change as they transition
from coping with immediate
displacement to adapting to life in a
new community in the short-term.
This paper will introduce the
preliminary findings of my PhD
research and will present some of the
lessons that can be drawn from the
experiences of Dorian-induced
displacement on the island of
Eleuthera.
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Affective Islandness: Personal
Narratives and Material Identities

Psychologies of Islandness:
Juggling Competing Demands

Kathryn Burnett & Lynda Harling
Stalker

Joy Davis

Islands often appear to have that
"one person" and their narrative that
comes to especially represent the
essential quality of the island place.
This paper explores how such
celebrated persons, and their
celebrity status both on a local and
international stage offer sites of
affective islandness. Using casesstudies drawn from Canada and
Scotland we consider how island
communities work to harness and
narrativise the affective power of
their island celebrities to create
cultural places and spaces that inform
a broader collective island identity.
With reference to the material sites
and affective spaces of (a) L. M.
Montgomery on Prince Edward Island
and (b) Dr John Rae in Orkney, our
short paper considers these two quite
different historical personae as
contrasting and complimentary
examples of how islands create,
foster and forge collective cultural
narratives via the affective materiality
of "their own".

Despite the notion that life on small
and remote islands is simple (at least
compared with mainland living) most
islanders juggle complex,
occasionally contradictory, interests.
What is an appropriate balance
between solitude and social? When
does a need for help outweigh selfreliance? What stresses are inherent
in provisioning, earning an income,
or sustaining relationships? And how
sophisticated should power, water
and communications systems be in
light of maintenance challenges?
These and other questions reflect
quandries that islanders confront in
achieving a personal equilibrium on
island. The answers, of course, are
unique to each islander and offer
insights into the highly personal
notion of islandness. Drawing on the
lived experience of islanders along
British Columbia’s coast, this
presentation reflects on ways in
which islanders reconcile their
desires for a relatively simple life
with the challenges inherent in
making lives distant from the
transportation, economic,
technological and social grids of
mainland living.
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Resilience

Postcards from Home: Islandness
and The Literary Landscapes of LM
Montgomery

The Effects of Community
Landownership on the Sustainability
of Small Islands

Laurie Brinklow

Bobby MacAulay

Around the world, Prince Edward
Island has become synonymous with
Anne of Green Gables, a novel
published in 1908 by the Island’s
most famous citizen, Lucy Maud
Montgomery. Each year, thousands of
tourists flock to the Island’s north
shore to experience for themselves
the places that inspired her. These
include “Green Gables,” an historic
site in the PEI National Park, along
with Montgomery’s birthplace and
gravesite, and other places
associated with her life and writing.
Montgomery was deeply attached to
her Island home, as evidenced in her
fiction, poetry, photographs, and
journals. Arguably, her “islandness”
was at the very core of her being,
inspiring her at every turn.
Now, PEI poet Laurie Brinklow has
written several postcard stories
inspired by Montgomery’s association
with these locations to create a
looping slide show of “postcards
from home.” Through words and
images, the show explores these two
women’s iconic island home.

Over the past thirty years, aided by
landmark legislation and public
funding, island communities in
Scotland are increasingly buying the
land they live on. Democratic
governance of the community-owned
land asset is accountable to the
resident population, with land use
decisions being taken in their
interests. This paper presents the
conclusions of a doctoral study into
the effects of community
landownership in island settings in
Scotland. Findings indicate that,
through acting as both a level of
local
democracy and a local development
agency, community landownership
can have significant implications
for the social, economic and cultural
sustainability of small island
communities, though impacts are
dependent upon the good
governance and management of the
community-owned asset. These
findings
could have implications for the
empowerment of island communities
in different geographical contexts,
pursuing enhanced community
capabilities through asset ownership,
as opposed to a level of statutory
local governance.
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From Trial to Solace: Beaubears
Island’s Emerge as a Public Space

Resilient Strategies to Enhance
Emergency Management of
Pensacola Beach, Florida

Shawn McCarthy
William Crawley and Dr. Haris
Alibasic
Largely bereft of industry by the
second half of the nineteenth
century, the shipyard on Beaubears
Island, a 161-acre enclave at the forks
of the Miramichi River which once
boasted an operation capable of
producing four ships in a single year,
was repurposed for recreational ends.
Beginning as early as 1857,
Beaubears Island undertook a slow
transformation toward becoming a
public space. While the surrounding
communities grew, the Island
regressed, becoming a place of
repose where nostalgia was only a
step away.

Pensacola Beach is the Gulf Coast
barrier island along the Gulf of
Mexico coast in North West Florida
and is managed by the Santa Rosa
Island Authority (SRIA), with much of
its functions and public service,
works administered by Escambia
County. The island is prone to
frequent hurricane disasters and
faces significant climate change
effects with rising sea-level, beach
erosion, and loss of protective dunes.
More recently, the island’s economy
was negatively affected by COVID-19
and the statewide emergency disaster
declaration in response to the
pandemic, which shut down access to
miles of beaches, preventing tourists
from coming to the island. The
resilient emergency preparedness
and disaster responses are key to the
survival and resilience of this barrier
island…. the authors analyze the
current state of Pensacola Beach's
emergency preparedness and disaster
response and the state-wide
emergency plans for islands. The key
research question examines the
effectiveness of local emergency
programs and their adaptability to
changing circumstances.
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Cultural Production
Women Traditional 'Curators' of
Biodiversity: Mat-Weaving In
Huvadhoo Atoll (Maldives)

A Brief History of Jamaican Blue
Mountain Coffee and the Varietal
Impact on the Quality of Jamaican
Coffee

Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg
Antoinette Gayle
The island communities of the
Maldives have always depended on
natural resources for their sustenance
and livelihood security. Gendered
local knowledge and communitybased practices contributed over the
centuries to the maintenance of
landscapes and the conservation of
biological diversity. At present,
increased dependence on imported
products is reducing local agrobiodiversity in the islands. At the
same time, specific traditional
processing skills are at risk to
disappear with the older generations.
We will here present the case-study
of women traditional skills in the
cultivation of reeds (Hau), the
production of natural dyes and the
manufacture of decorative mats
(Thundukunaa) in the southern Atoll
of Huvadhoo. The art of
Thundukunaa, practiced exclusively
by women, connect the preservation
of a specific marshland ecosystem
with the preservation of fine art
industry. The challenge is if
traditions and knowledge related to
biodiversity and heritage
conservation can survive in the rapid
transformation process of the
country.

Jamaican Blue Mountain coffee
(Coffea arabica), which mainly
consists of the typica variety, is
currently considered amongst the
best in the world. This, however, has
not always been the case and this
presentation provides a review of
Jamaican Blue Mountain coffee’s
journey over the years. Through the
devastating effects of the coffee leaf
rust (Hemileia vastatrix) and the
introduction of resistant varieties,
this review considers the impact on
the Jamaican economy and reputation
of Jamaican Blue Mountain coffee.
The scientific study provides a
comparison of the cup quality of
different varieties of C. arabica
grown in Jamaica. The study also
aims to determine the effect of
including coffee leaf rust resistant
varieties in marketed Blue Mountain
coffee. The researchers have
concluded that typica is superior to
other varieties assessed and there is
a significant difference between the
cup taste of the pure typica and the
marketed Blue Mountain Coffee.
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Social Media Branding of Musicians
in Small Island Developing States:
The Case of Curacao

Economic Models
Small Businesses on Small Islands: A
Case Study from Malta
Izumi Nonaka

Guido Rojer and Jordan Lourens

Social media has become crucial
elements of business models of the
21st century music artist branding.
Artists in the urban genre are most
likely to be able to access foreign
markets through Social Media
Branding (SMB) due to the crosscultural nature of the genre.
Specifically, for artists on Small
Island Developing States (SIDS) who
often forego an occupation in the
music industry SMB provides access
to a wider market, whilst remaining in
their home market. Musicians on the
Caribbean Island of Curaçao,
naturally polyglot, allows for easy
leverage into larger markets in the
Americas and Europe. Findings
provide novelty in the SMB practices
adopted by artists, as the digital
transformation continues to disrupt
the industry, and are generalizable in
part for other segments of the
creative economy. This allows for a
development of the Orange Economy
and sophistication of the music
industry on SIDS.

The study of small island-based
businesses is still in its infancy, and
research still needs to examine how
the conditions of size, scale and
“islandness” act to improve or reduce
the chances for small business
success. This presentation involves
stories that show how small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
from the small island state of Malta
demonstrate their entrepreneurship:
creating new products or services,
finding markets and opportunities,
and coping with island specific
challenges and external changes.
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Barriers and Enablers to a Circular
Economy Transition in Small Island
Destinations: The Case of the
Orkney Islands

The Potential and Challenges of the
Circular Economy in Grenada:
Citizen’s Perspective
Allison Elgie

Angelo Sciacca

The circular economy (CE) is rapidly
entering the tourism agenda as a
promising instrument for the sector’s
sustainability. The CE is increasingly
essential in small island destinations
where tourism is often the key socioeconomic activity while causing
negative impacts. Nevertheless, the
transition towards a CE is not free of
enablers and disablers that should be
understood to inform planning.
Current literature on the topic
provides place-blind insights into
barriers and enablers to a CE. These
are however limited when it comes to
small island destinations where
approaches should be context-based
with an understanding of the
relationship that exists between
spatial-geographical islandness and
the CE. As a response, by drawing
upon a doctorate project with the
Orkney Islands as a case study, this
contribution provides an indicative
framework that appreciates the
uniqueness of the region and the role
of islandness in facilitating and/or
hampering the CE transition of the
tourism sector.

The circular economy is a contested
concept. Circularity for who? And for
what purpose? There is very little
research on how and if people think
about circularity in their everyday
engagements with socioeconomic and
waste management systems. On
islands in particular, waste
management is a growing
sustainability concern, and increasing
the circularity of resources may be
one avenue to decrease the threat of
waste and increase material
independence of island socioeconomic systems. This study
investigates the challenges and
potentials of increasing resource
circularity of waste on the Caribbean
island of Grenada. Through a rich
picture analysis and in-depth
interviews, citizens and permeant
residences were asked to draw and
discuss what the current, ideal, and
future waste management systems
look like to them. Through an
inductive analysis of their
perspectives, we assess the
potentials and challenges that a
circular economy lens offers to an
island nation.
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Anthropocene IV

Still Neglected. Can Small Islands
Survive Blue Growth Ideologies?

Critical Beach Studies in the
Anthropocene

Stefano Malatesta & Arturo Gallia

Farai Chipato, Katja Feistein &
Harshavardhan Bhat

The 2014-2020 strategy of the
European Commission’s Department
for Maritime Affair labelled Blue
Growth as the transnational platform
to foster maritime and coastal
economies across the Mediterranean
Basin.
Blue Growth is a development
ideology based on a sustainable
approach to five pillars: aquaculture,
coastal tourism, blue
biotechnologies, ocean energies and
seabed mining. This vision aims to
improve synergies among these key
economic activities.
Despite a set of policies and reports
pointing out the potential follow-ups
on Mediterranean archipelagos, small
islands seem to stay neglected, not
representing a priority of the
dominant growth vision based on the
maximisation of environmental
resources. Currently, small
Mediterranean islands come with:
marginalization of local economies,
progressive break-ups of social
practices and loss of communities’
advocacy.
By describing how two small islands
in the Tyrrhenian Sea (Ventotene and
Giannutri) deal with this
transformative scenario, the
contribution critically reads Blue
Growth as a development ideology

The beach has been understood as
the space where coloniality begins,
and a boundary point between landed
concepts of indigeneity and an
oceanic black diaspora. We can mark
the progression of both a material
and discursive settler colonial
movement from Katheryn Yusuff’s
beach of geologic time, to Tiffany
Lethabo King’s shoaling of black and
indigenous struggles, through
Christina Sharpe’s ‘wake work’,
illustrating multiple modalities of
anti-blackness, empire and ecocide.
As Yusuff (2019:4) argues “the beach
might be a place to encounter the
lithic, liminal, and littoral scene of
geologic realisms that wash up in the
tidal zones of materiality and
metaphor.” As a microcosm of
societal and global affairs, the beach
materially and metaphorically renders
knowledge, to the island and the
Anthropocene. Working with the
beach as a productive space, where
emergent socio-material
constellations of the Anthropocene
come to the fore, through the
multitude of encounters, boundaries,
spatio-temporalities and flesh, this
paper is a critical conversation with
the figure of the island, that begins
with the beach - as material,
narrative, biome, network and
politics.
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Anthropocene IV
Malabar Coast and South Asia’s
Near Shore Island Ecologies

Islands in the Plastocene: Toxicity
and Racism in Island Southeast Asia

May Joseph

Elena Burgos Martinez

The ecology of the small island offers
a powerful counter to the often
overpowering rhetorics of land based
anthropogenic thought. In the
context of India, the Malabar Coast
foregrounds multiple fractures
through which contemporary thinking
about land use, histories of planetary
extraction and the turbulent
relationship between land and sea
within South Asian history can be
addressed. Islands in the Malabar
region of Kerala are a fascinating
case of ecological forgetting and
ontological invisibility. The island
structure of the archipelagic ecology
of this coast is neither acknowledged
nor addressed in ways that allow for a
more environmentally nuanced
approach to infrastructural change.
My presentation will briefly explore
the tenuous structure of the Kerala
coast as an archipelagic ecology of
barrier islands that upends India’s
cultural, environmental and religious
histories in ways inconvenient to the
prevailing national discourse.
Through a closer study of the
anthropocenic genealogies of this
region, a critical engagement with
the syncretic histories of ocean
ontologies and cultural narratives
become possible.

Plastic is an Anthropocene celebrity.
Its presence in sedimentary records
and its accumulation across oceans
have granted plastic (and its
cognates) an agency greater than
many other material manifestations of
environmental injustice.
Nevertheless, so-called rational
thinking and its narratives of plastic
annihilation often forget to place
current pollution and toxicity in
coherent historical and global
frameworks: waste trade is a multibillion-dollar industry in which
Western countries relocate their
waste to the Global South, turning
oceans into dumping grounds and
islands into witnesses of such
environmental racism. In the Celebes
Sea, plastic bottles keep the fields of
aquaculture afloat and, at times,
provide nests for turtles. Their
presence tells stories of dependency
while their accumulation tells stories
of resistance. Storying plastics in
oceanic and island settings is
important to understand how
islanders navigate toxicity and
environmental injustice. Thus, plastic
waste is not only is a consequence of
changes in consumption patterns and
a product of systematic tensions.
Waste is also a medium generating
dependency between locales, often
sustained under strict power
imbalances. Why does plastic
accumulate in the ocean? Why are
some island societies not recycling?
What type of relations does waste
generate and disable?
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Sustaining the Future
Youth on the Edge of the Water:
Young People, Identity and
Place in the Faroe Islands

An examination of recruitment in
small-scale fisheries and the future
of outport communities

Firouz Gaini

María Andrée López Gómez

How do young people from a Faroese
coastal community narrate their
attachment to the place and their
experiences in local spatial contexts?
This paper intends to explore the
magnitude of local knowledge
and intra- and intergenerational
relations in a village community in
shift. Focusing on water, the paper
investigates young people’s
reinterpretation and reinvention of
the sea as point of identification in a
globalizing world. Water is also a rich
metaphor infiltrating the language
and culture of the Faroes. Thesea as
opportunity for movement, contrary
to images of oceanic desolation, is
what gives islanders “the special
sense of being unto an island”, says
Kenneth Olwig (2007). The ocean and
islands should be
studied mutually, says Jonathan
Pugh, and “the sea foregrounds
questions of flux” (2016). This paper
is based on the research project
‘Valuing the Past – Sustaining the
Future’ (2016-2021) including Norway,
Faroe Islands, Ireland, Cyprus and
Tasmania.

Small-scale fisheries play a vital role
in employment and wealth generation
in outport and coastal
communities on the Island of
Newfoundland. In the past two
decades, downsizing policies have
drastically reduced the number of
fish harvesters, and the industry and
policy makers have paid little
attention to recruiting new entrants.
The result is a reduced and aging
labour force, leaving young people
with reduced employment options in
outport communities and
encouraging out-migration to more
urban
areas for employment. In this
presentation, we report on
preliminary findings from an Ocean
Frontier
Institute research project on
recruitment in small-scale fisheries.
In particular, we examine the
relationship between current
fisheries-related policies and
recruitment practices and strategies
in the
industry, and we consider the
implications for who gets to be part
of fisheries, what fisheries look like in
the future, and the possibilities for
nurturing life in fishing communities
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COVID-19 I

Valuing the past, sustaining the
future? Exploring island
communities in transition across
three generations in
mid-Norway

Restricting Mainlanders' Rush to the
Small Islands in the Context of the
COVID-19 Pandemic

Anne Trine Kjørholt

By comparing inhabitants' reactions
in some small islands in Japan and
France toward mainlanders' escape
rush from mainly urban areas severely
infected with Covid-19, I try to clarify
transformation of some relations
between "islander(s)" and
"outsider(s)", conventional dichotomy
about island studies or sociology on
insular society.

Norway is a sea nation consisting of
thousands of islands. Adaption to
marine resources, especially fishing,
has been key for settlement patterns
and economic development
throughout history. Island societies
are characterized by being in
transition with regard to economies,
work, demography, and socialcultural life. The chronic loss of
young people in some island
societies represents a large problem
for further sustainable development
(Gerrard 2008). Studies reveal that
local identity and sense of belonging
to place and ‘nature’ are important
reasons for staying (e.g. Nystad
2003), as well as the presence of
activities connected to coastal
culture (Gerrard 2008). Interesting
questions to be addressed are: How
is the coast and the sea narrated and
represented as a ’home’, and as a
place for learning and work? What
implications do changes regarding
economy, livelihood and demography
have for social and economic
diversity among the inhabitants, and
for experiences of everyday life?
What is the social meaning of the sea
and the island landscape for identity
and belonging, for experiences of life
quality?

Hideki Hasegawa
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From Overtourism to Undertourism:
Small Island States and the COVID19 Pandemic

A Bridge Too Far: Vancouver
Island(-ness) During COVID-19
Neil Cruickshank

Luca Nguyen
The main objective of this study is to
explore the economic impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the tourism
sector in small island states and the
response and resilience enacted to
withstand the crisis.
COVID-19 and its socioeconomic
consequences has hit all the globe,
particularly touristic countries like
small island states. This vulnerability
would confirm the traditional view
that small islands are fragile and
unable to deal with external shocks.
However, past global crises have
shown that small island states are
resilient. There is a debate whether
this resilience is policy-driven and
planned by the government (topdown) or it is due to the innate
resourcefulness of the collective
action of individuals, firms and the
society (bottom-up).
This present study contributes to a
growing research area on island
tourism, investigating how global
shocks affect small island states and
how the response from the top-down
and bottom-up resilience works and
interacts.

For many island jurisdictions the
global pandemic (i.e. COVID-19) has
worked to amplify ‘islandness’ and all
the behavioral markers that tend to
accompany this disposition. Islands
are particularly susceptible to
infections disease, as they are
delimited, yet at the same time
through the application of travel bans
and like policy have the potential to
stave off communicable viruses that
originate off-island. And it is the fear
of the first potentiality that has
shaped public opinion on Vancouver
Island.
When confronted with an off-island
threat, like COVID-19, something
perceived to be from the ‘mainland’
or ‘from away,’ Vancouver Islanders
have exhibited a heightened sense of
belonging (to the Island) and an
equally heightened sense of concern
(for travelers and visitors from
mainland British Columbia).
Islandness, a socially constructed
identity, is now more pronounced and
salient than before the global
pandemic. This paper will examine
the causes and consequences of this
change.
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Come Find Your Island: The COVID19 Pandemic and the Atlantic
Bubble

Islands and International Law in a
Climate Change and Post-COVID19
World

Andrew Halliday

Francesco Sindico

In Atlantic Canada, the first wave of
the pandemic was comparatively mild
with fewer cases per 100,000 than in
other provinces. In a perceived effort
to mitigate further spread and case
numbers, the Atlantic provinces
established border controls with
neighbouring jurisdictions including
each other. This response which
became known as the Atlantic Bubble
was launched on July 3, 2020. This
metaphoric island is an archipelagic
construct, connected via the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, and delineated through
a shared terrestrial border with
Quebec and the United States, as
well as the greater Atlantic Ocean….
This project will explore the Atlantic
Bubble, this conceptual island haven
in a sea of COVID cases, through the
lens of island studies utilizing a
mixed methods approach centered on
literature analysis and semistructured interviews. How was it
conceived and implemented; the role
islandness played; and, the outcomes
and implications for the Atlantic
region and the nation as a whole.

To what extent can small islands rely
on International Law to promote their
post COVID-19 agendas? This
presentation will answer these
questions by, first, clarifying what is
meant by Public International Law
and the extent to which it can
“traditionally” include small island’s
activities. Key issues of state
sovereignty will be discussed, which
call into question the classification
between independent island states
(small or big) and sub-national island
jurisdictions (small or big). Secondly,
the presentation will discuss new
approaches to international law that
discuss its role in polycentric and
multi-level governance structures and
how that may affect the role that
“current” and “future” international
law may have for small islands.
Thirdly, the presentation will
conclude focusing on the
international climate change agenda
in the run up to COP26 and will
discuss the impact of the Paris
Agreement implementation on the
direction of small islands’ ongoing
post COVID-19 political agendas.
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Indigenous Knowledge

The Resilience of Icelandic Tourism:
How Tourism SME´s Cope through
Crisis

What Rocks, Stones and Other
“Things” Do? Ecologically-based
Stories from O’ahu and Belep

Íris Halldórsdóttir

Lara Giordana & Emanuela Borgnino

In Iceland, tourism became the
countries’ most important export
industry after the financial crash in
2008. International tourist numbers
rose from half million in 2010 to 2,3
million in 2019, the annual increase
being between 19-39%. The current
pandemic and resulting travel
restrictions have hit the country hard
economically. In 2020, there was 77%
decrease in international tourism
arrivals, and Iceland is amongst the
countries in Europe that have
experienced biggest decrease in
tourism numbers because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. This has had
consequences for the Icelandic
tourism industry, the economy and
connected industries.
This presentation will draw on a study
on the Icelandic tourism industries’
adaptability and resilience. The
effect of the Covid-19 pandemic on
Icelandic tourism SME´s will be
outlined, as well as describing their
main coping strategies. Data will
consist of existing public data,
interviews, and diary entries by
tourism entrepreneurs.

In many places in the world far and
near Oceania rocks and stones act:
they are protagonists of stories or
they, themselves, tell stories, they
grow, they travel, they birth other
stones, they make the land fruitful
and the sea overflowing of fish.
Oceania is a vast fluid continent, yet
stories from two islands, one in the
farther north-east (O’ahu) and the
other in southern-west (Belep) bring
to life the firmness of rocks. Indeed,
stories about rocks and other
elements of the landscape participate
in the living processes of the island’s
ecology. The aim of this paper is to
tell and analyze “ecologically based
oral narratives” (Hau’ofa 2008) from
O’ahu and Belep that acknowledge
the space/time as a relevant realm in
the human and other than human
relationship.
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Eskimo Island: A Case Study of Inuit
Heritage and Cultural Continuity
Rita Ujunwa Onah
Eskimo Island is located within the
Hamilton Inlet in the southern part of
Nunatsiavut, an autonomous area
claimed by the Inuit in Newfoundland
and Labrador, Canada. Eskimo Island
is well known as a site of Inuit
heritage dating back to the first
contact between Inuit and European
groups during the 16th century. Like
many small islands, this island
provides important information about
cultural indigeneity. This is in part
because of its geographical isolation
which minimized its occupants’
predisposition to cultural crosscontamination. Instead of a site that
has been deserted with no value,
Eskimo Island should be viewed as a
site of great preservation of Inuit
cultural resources and heritage. This
paper uses the unique location and
preserved archaeological materials of
Eskimo Island, Labrador as a case
study for better understanding
Indigenous cultural continuity during
the Colonial period of northeastern
North America and the subarctic.

Ritual, Relational and Aesthetic
Responses to a "Category Five"
Cyclone in Tanna, Vanuatu (SW
Pacific)
Jean Mitchell
In this presentation I recount how a
large ship of taro took shape in 2017
on the dancing grounds of a village
in Tanna, a southern island in the
Melanesian archipelago of Vanuatu.
Islanders transformed 50,000 taro
into an artifact for the Niel ritual
planned in the wake of the most
terrifying and destructive cyclone
that Tannese Islanders could
remember or imagine. It rendered
Islanders hungry for the first time in
living memory. Cyclone Pam had
destroyed the essential food gardens,
housing and infrastructure just before
the harvest in March 2015. The
catastrophic event crystallized the
multiple ways the lives of Islanders
and the lives of plants and more
broadly 'nature' are entwined through
sustenance, sociality and spirituality.
Based on long-term research, I
discuss how indigenous stories /
myths and history inform relational
and material practices of land,
community and aesthetics.
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Archipelagraphy
Experiencing the Archipelago:
Considerations on Researching the
Relationship between Corsica and
Sardinia

One Small Island – One Big
Problem! Building a Sustainable
Economic Future for a Sub-National
Island Jurisdiction

Marcel A. Farinelli

David Earl

In 2019, as a researcher of the
Università di Corsica, I worked on the
project “Destructuring and
restructuring the relation between
Corsica and Sardinia (1861-2018)”, a
historical analysis of the relation
between Corsica (France) and
Sardinia (Italy). As a consequence of
the French and Italian nation-building
processes and the Italian’s claims
over Corsica, island-to-island linkage
was impeded between 1767-1945.
After WWII, the attempts to establish
economic and cultural cooperation
were frustrated. Diplomatic relations
remained problematics and French
governments feared Sardinian
economic competence. Moreover, the
worries for a connection between
Corsican and Sardinian nationalism
discouraged inter-insular cooperation
until 2016. The intention of this paper
is to discuss this frustrated interinsular relation, and the chances of
the new curse begun in 2016. The aim
of this paper is also to show the
methodology applied and to present
personal experience of having been
living and researching for a year in
this impeded archipelago.

Alderney is the third largest of the
British Channel Islands, which were
occupied by German forces during
the Second World War.
When British troops liberated
Alderney in May 1945, they
discovered a rat-infested island with
many homes and other buildings
destroyed, all of which made the task
of post-war reconstruction and
regeneration more difficult than the
other Channel Islands. In an attempt
to help Alderney on the road to
recovery, it was agreed that the
States of Guernsey would assume
responsibility for providing most of
Alderney's essential services. In
return, the States of Guernsey would
levy taxes and duties previously
collected by the States of Alderney.
It is known as the ‘1948 Agreement’.
Seventy years on, Alderney is still
dependent on Guernsey for financial
support and politicians in Guernsey
are calling for an urgent review of the
1948 Agreement, which currently
costs Guernsey in excess of £7.5
million per annum. Today, as with
many small islands, Alderney faces an
uncertain future. This presentation
considers one of the ways in which
the Island could build a sustainable
economic future for itself – Asset
Based Community Development
(ABCD).
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A sustainable metamorphosis of a
small tourist island? Seeking
empowerment, governance and
political bargaining power
Isye Susana Nurhasanah & Pieter Van
den Broeck
This paper aims to interrogate
capacity building through local
initiatives, enabling mechanisms of
empowerment, increased bargaining
power, and multi-scale collaboration
in the transformation of a small,
isolated island into a tourist island.
This study questions to what extent
and how a transformation process,
institutional innovation and planning
practices are undertaken by
indigenous inhabitants. Moreover, it
examines how they created the
power to act on ecological concerns
for Pahawang Island, Indonesia. A
qualitative case study involving
semi-structured interviews was
mobilised to collect data on the
experiences of indigenous
inhabitants in capacity building and
participatory planning. Data was
analysed using a combination of
social innovation and participatory
planning as the framework,
highlighting the emergence of
bottom-linked governance. The
socio-spatial shift in Pahawang and
its islanders reflect the nature,
degree of involvement and
participation of multi-stakeholders in
fulfilling their needs, building
environmental awareness, attaining
emancipatory goals and bargaining
political position against the
policymakers.

Implementation of an International
Treaty Across a Small Island
Developing State: The UN
Convention on The Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) in Cabo Verde. A
presentation of initial findings
Lydia Landim
As an archipelago, Cabo Verde
serves as a unique case for analysis
of CEDAW implementation.
Implementation of an international
treaty pertaining to human rights
involves various government efforts
of policymaking, institutional
collaboration, policy integration,
community organization, resource
allocation, legislation etc. This study
analyzes these governmental efforts
as they relate to CEDAW
implementation in the unique
context of a small island developing
state. Cabo Verde is an archipelago
experiencing extraordinary
vulnerability as a result of its
insularity, small island economy and
lack of natural resources. This study
hypothesizes that this vulnerability
has led to additional barriers to
improvement of women’s rights.
Early findings suggest that
geographic fragmentation coupled
with a centralized government
(concentrated on the island of
Santiago) makes for inequitable
development and distribution of
resources among islands so much so,
that advancement of women’s rights
among islands is not consistent and
instead diverges considerably from
island to island.
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International Prior Informed
Consent Systems: A Form of Legal
Colonialism or Adaptable Tool for
Greenlandic Stakeholders in
Extractive Industry Decisions?
Jonathan Wood
Prior Informed Consent (PIC) systems
have played a major role in gaining
legitimacy for governmental actions
for the last half century. While some
of these PIC systems have been more
comprehensive than others,
loopholes are exploited and many
stakeholders are still left out of the
system, particularly those of
marginalized communities. However,
Greenland, a sub-national
jurisdiction of the Kingdom of
Denmark, with its Self-Government
Act since 2009, presents a unique
case study. Greenland wants to
become economically diverse in
order to obtain independence. In
order to obtain this economic
diversity, many extractive industry
options have been put on the table,
particularly with the rise of value of
precious metals due to the COVID-19
crisis. What has not been explored in
depth is the application and
ramifications of these various PIC
systems, and their inherent
limitations, for Greenlandic actions
in the international economy. My
thesis is an analysis of these PIC
systems as applied to Greenlandic
projects in the extractive industries,
showing the shortcomings of these
Western-conceived legal models on
an Indigenous-majority jurisdiction.

