LEARNING TO LAUNCH
A WALLS TO BRIDGES - NL

What is Walls to Bridges 1{(W2B)?

W2B is collaborative co-learning among 'inside' and 'outside’ learners on-site at a
prison or jail. W2B has 12+ years of partnerships across Canada with
transformative impacts for all learners who participate — inside and outside.

The W2B-NL initiative will be the first in the Atlantic region!
What is the W2B-NL consultation project??

Memorial University (School of Social Work & Faculty of Education), John Howard
Society - NL and Her Majesty’s Penitentiary partnered to consult with 112 people

from community (18), corrections (27) and campus (67) who shared their ideas
and excitement for a W2B-NL launch.

LEARNINGS: What we heard & why W2B-NL is
important
To honour our commitment to education as a human right

“We want education to be a right ... W2B is breaking down barriers and making
education accessible” (campus)

“Our special obligation to the province includes insiders” (campus)

“We have to address the over representation of Indigenous people in prison and
the under representation of Indigenous learners in post-secondary” (campus)

To create a pathway to reciprocal, inclusive learning as a future builder
“W2B helps to fill employment not jails” (community)

“We have been waiting for something like this for 30 years” (corrections)

“The learners inside HMP will definitely influence our future practice” (campus)

To lift up NL led initiative
“We will be the 1st in the Atlantic and it’s a ‘tried and true’ program” (campus)
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W2B- NL, like our provincial tree - the
Black Spruce, is resilient, adaptable, and
can flourish in challenging environments.

LAUNCH: Our next steps

Our focus will be to formalize our partnerships and share our learnings and
support for the W2B-NL initiative with change makers and learners.
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‘All hands on deck’ to launch a W2B-NL in 2026!

1 For more information on W2B see the national hub site @ www.wallstobridges.ca

2 our full report, including how to support W2B- NL, is available @ www.mun.ca/socialwork/research-and-engagement/public-
engagement




