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Co-Authorship Statements
 
Research is often collaborative and frequently involves the contributions of several people. 
You are expected to make a major intellectual and practical contribution to all the work 
that is reported in your thesis. To that end, a co-authorship statement must be included 
in your thesis, usually following the Abstract and General Summary.
 
Further, the School of Graduate Studies strongly suggests that each section of your thesis 
that is a result of collaborative efforts have its own co-authorship statement. While this 
might seem repetitive, your thesis examiners will appreciate knowing this information for 
every part of your thesis. 

Normally, papers with multiple authors can only be used in one thesis (that is, if another 
student has worked on a paper with you and contributed equally, you both should write 
traditional theses and identify your own contributions). 

If you are the sole author of all or parts of your thesis, state this clearly and briefly.

You must make a clear statement for each section of your thesis that is co-
authored. In these statements, you must describe your unique contribution and 
address contributions made in a) design and identification of the research topic, b) 
practical aspects of the research, c) data analysis, and d) manuscript preparation.

Intellectual Property and Copyright

Canada’s Copyright Act permits “fair dealing” of someone else’s work. There is reasonable 
flexibility in the interpretation of what constitutes “fair dealing” and you are allowed  
to quote a reasonable extract provided it is properly cited. 
Extensive quotation requires written permission of the copyright holder (usually the 
publisher) which must be noted in the thesis. 

Students opting to submit a thesis in manuscript format should note that incorporation of 
published material will require written permission from the copyright holder. 

Copies of the Canadian Copyright Act can be consulted in the Reserve Section of the 
Queen Elizabeth II Library and the Health Sciences Library. 
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Thesis Release 

At the time of submission of a thesis, students must agree to authorize the deposit of the 
thesis in the University Library. 

Theses Canada Participation 

A digital copy of the thesis is sent to the Theses Canada Program where it will 
be catalogued, preserved, and accessible in the Theses Canada Portal. 

In addition, theses submitted in manuscript format must include a written waiver of all 
rights required to permit publication of the thesis as described above. 

Written permission must be obtained from any co-author who retains copyright or the 
person to whom the co-author has assigned copyright (Appendix 4). 

The thesis should indicate that the article has been reproduced “with permission”  
or “under license.” 

Copies of letters for permission or licenses must be submitted to the School of Graduate 
Studies at the time the thesis is submitted for examination. 

A useful statement of the Canadian Copyright Act relevant to Educational Institutions in 
Newfoundland can be found at: https://web.archive.org/web/20111205195654/http:/www.
cmec.ca/Programs/Copyright/Pages/Default.aspx

At the time of submission of a thesis, students are requested to complete and sign 
a “Request to Include Copyright Material” form (Appendix 4). 
Students should also be fully aware of Memorial’s Intellectual Property Policy. 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/theses/Pages/theses-canada.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20111205195654/http:/www.cmec.ca/Programs/Copyright/Pages/Default.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20111205195654/http:/www.cmec.ca/Programs/Copyright/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.mun.ca/policy/browse/policies/view.php?policy=345

