Things to do around town

Downtown St. John’s is a great one-stop website for all things food, entertainment, and shopping. A few of our own suggestions for things to do include:

Newfoundland and Labrador Folk Festival
Busker Festival
Shakespeare by the Sea
Films On the Go, August 8th only
24-Hour Art Marathon

Place to eat

August in St. John’s is an incredibly busy time for restaurants, cafes, and bars. If you want to eat out in the evening you must try and make a reservation. Here are a few of our favourite places (but exploring Duckworth and Water streets is the best way to get to know the downtown scene).

Coffee, snacks, bakery items:

Rocket Bakery – great bakery items, lunch stuffs, and breakfasts. Strongly recommend their fish cakes and their sandwiches. Wicked latte too.

Bannerman Brewery – from opening until about 4:00, Bannerman Brewery will pour you the best cup of coffee in town. They only do pour-overs, but every drop is worth the wait. A cookie or muffin might be available, but this place is devoted to beverages (see below).

Battery Cafe – tucked into the most crazy intersection in downtown St. John’s, this café has lovely cappuccinos and great homemade baked goods. Super spot to sit outside and people watch.

Pubs:

Yellowbelly (full supper menu) – Newfoundland’s first microbrewery and, for many, still the most reliable. Brewmaster Liam McKenna has perfected the “closest to Guinness” stout this side of the Atlantic. Food menu is passable, because the place is all about the sampling of beer. Reservations accepted.

Bannerman Brewery (small menu for supper only) – only open for a few weeks, BB has become the spot in Downtown St. John’s. It gets very busy late afternoon through the evenings but if you’re luck to get a table, it’s fantastic. Heartily recommend the Thirst Trap. No reservations because it’s run by hipsters.

The Duke of Duckworth – run by a couple of come from away Irishmen, this spot is dark, a tad dingy, but full of all the character you could want from an Irish pub. Best pint of Guinness is poured here and they have the best fish and chips in town. Serves food until 8:00pm, no reservations because … it’s an Irish pub.

Supper places:

Adelaide Oyster House
Merchant Tavern
Chinched
Mohamed Ali’s
Mallard Cottage
India Gate
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