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SPECIAL SENATE AGENDA 

Topic:  Impact of AI on Academia 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 
3:00 p.m., NDT via WebEx. 

1.0 Land Acknowledgement. 

We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s 
campuses are situated are in the traditional territories of diverse 
Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the diverse 
histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu and Inuit of this 
province. 

2.0 Special Senate Meeting – March 12, 2024 – Impact of AI on 
Academia 

2.1 
(3 pm) 

Moderator, Welcome and Introduction 

2.2 
(3:05 pm) 

Presentation “Generative AI at Memorial” 
• Speaker Dr. Kim Myrick, Co-Director, CITL

2.3 
(3:15 pm) 

Discussion and Q&A 

2.4 
(3:55 pm) 

Moderator, Closing 

3.0 Any Other Business. 



Outline for Special Meeting of Senate 
March 12, 2024 

Introduction:  Ms. Bonnie Simmons and Dr. Kim Myrick, Interim Co-Directors, CITL 
Presentation:  Ms. Melanie Doyle, Educational Development and Ms. Caroyln Best, Writing Centre 

1. Who is CITL?
2. What is Generative AI?

a. Text generators (e.g., ChatGPT, etc.)
b. Other generative AI capabilities

3. What have we learned about Generative AI?
○ Briefly discuss three themes we have identified through our work and interactions

with instructors and students as well from consulting the work of other institutions.
i. Faculty, staff, and students want to know more about permissible or

appropriate use of generative AI. Universities are opting for amendments and 
support rather than new policies. 

ii. Faculty, staff, and students are concerned about AI detection and academic
misconduct. To avoid an academic integrity “arms race” (Eaton, 200, p. 2), 
focus should be on modeling ethical behavior and supporting equitable 
practices. 

iii. Faculty, staff, and students will engage with generative AI tools and outputs.
There is a need to develop both general and discipline-specific critical AI 
literacy skills to use and evaluate generative AI. 

4. What have we done (resources, workshops, coffee breaks)? The approach we have taken?
○ From a non-punitive stance, provide resources and supports to instructors and

students so they can make informed decisions about approaches to their teaching
and learning – e.g., tiered syllabus statements and student decision tree.

5. Let’s talk AI
○ Present graphic that introduces other topics (privacy, environmental impact,

employment skills, etc.) relating to AI and teaching and learning in higher education
to launch discussion.
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https://doi.org/10.21432/cjlt28388


Supporting AI at Memorial University 
The following is a list of web resources (with links) and organized presentations, sessions and workshops 
that been compiled to date by CITL on Generative AI for Memorial University’s academic community.  

Web Resources for Instructors 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Text Generation: Considerations for Teaching and Learning  A general overview of 
how ChatGPT and other generative AI tools may impact teaching, including an introduction to such tools, 
integrity considerations, ways AI may be helpful in the classroom and an introduction to AI detection tools.  

Generative Artificial Intelligence: Sample Syllabus Statements 
Includes overview of what should be included in a statement around acceptable use, including generic 
statements for graduated use cases, and statements shared by different academic units at Memorial.   

Talking to Students about Generative AI Use 
A conversation guide with general responses to questions around ethical use, academic integrity, and the 
relationship between writing and the academic discipline.  This resource also includes a Student Decision 
Tree Handout. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and your Academic Work (student resource) 
Prepared by Memorial University Libraries to build an understanding of the importance of academic writing 
and important considerations for AI use in academic work.  

Citation and Reference Guide: generative AI (e.g. ChatGPT) 
If generative AI use is permitted in a course, this resource points to information on how to appropriate cite 
its use. This resource links directly to information prepared by Memorial’s Library, as well as other sources. 

Presentations/Sessions/Workshops 

AI Coffee Break (Fall 2023 and Winter 2024) 
This casual coffee break provides participants with the opportunity to ask questions and discuss generative 
AI in the classroom. This coffee break is intended to spark discussion and for instructors to share successes 
(or struggle) encountered in their teaching so far. 

AI Community of Practice 
Based on the participation in the coffee breaks, a group of individuals are meeting on a monthly basis. 
Specific topics are determined based on the interest of the group. 
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https://blog.citl.mun.ca/instructionalresources/artificial-intelligence-ai-text-generation-considerations-for-teaching-and-learning/
https://blog.citl.mun.ca/instructionalresources/using-generative-artificial-intelligence-syllabus-statements/
https://blog.citl.mun.ca/instructionalresources/talking-to-students-about-generative-artificial-intelligence-gai/
https://blog.citl.mun.ca/instructionalresources/files/2023/08/ChatGPT-Usage-Flowchart-v2.pdf
https://blog.citl.mun.ca/instructionalresources/files/2023/08/ChatGPT-Usage-Flowchart-v2.pdf
https://www.library.mun.ca/researchtools/guides/integrity/ai/#d.en.67054
https://blog.citl.mun.ca/instructionalresources/citation-and-reference-guide-generative-ai-e-g-chatgpt/


 
 

Instructor Series Sessions  
When permitted, recordings are available on CITL’s YouTube Channel: Instructor Series Playlist   

Fall 2023 
Using AI to Enhance Student Writing The presenter for this session is Mr. Mark Picco, Instructor and 
Technical Communications Coordinator, Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science 

ChatGPT 101: Classroom Applications: The presenter for this session is Dr. Laurie Dodson, Instructor, 
Faculty of Education  

Winter 2024 
Embracing or Banning ChatGPT? The presenter for this session is Dr. Lourdes Peña-Castillo, Full Professor, 
Departments of Biology and Computer Science, Faculty of Science. 

Artificial Intelligence: Ethical Considerations The presenters for this session are Dr. Arthur Sullivan, 
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences and Dylan White, PhD 
Candidate. 

What I have learned from teaching with AI The presenter for this session is Dr. Katie Wilson, Assistant 
Professor, Biochemistry, Faculty of Science. 

For Graduate Students 
Developing Artificial Intelligence Literacy as a Graduate Student.  Presented by Melanie Doyle, Educational 
Developer, CITL and Carolyn Best, Manager, Writing Centre 

Generative AI and Teaching Assistants (for the Teaching Assistant Training Program).  Presented by 
Melanie Doyle, Educational Developer, CITL  

Academic Success Centre / Writing Centre 
How do AI and ChatGPT work?  A collaborative event between the Academic Success Centre and the Writing 
Centre. The focus is on helping students learn how AI generates information, compare and contrast human 
writing with AI, and understand limitations of such tools. 
 

Other Activities 
• Environmental Scan: Approaches to policies and resource development at targeted universities in North 

America 
• Learning Tech Coach Podcast:  Impact of AI on Higher Education 
• ChatGPT 101:  Self-directed introductory module into ChatGPT (In development). 
• Departmental presentations:  (as requested) Western School of Nursing, Marine Institute 
• One-on-one consultations with instructors on assessment redesign  
 

For more information contact:   
Ruth Hickey, Manager of Learning Design and Development, CITL 
rbhickey@mun.ca 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZguazsFA6d6gliBW6-eDvxkxXuLq9rNu
https://ltcpodcast.buzzsprout.com/
mailto:rbhickey@mun.ca
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