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SENATE COMMITTEE on UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 

MINUTES 
Thursday, December 19, 2024 

2:15PM | Brightspace 
 

 
CHAIR 
Dr. S. Sullivan 
 
SECRETARY 
Ms. J. Porter 
 
PRESENT 

Mr. D. Budden 
Dr. R. Bailey (for L. Galagedara) 
Dr. G. George 
Ms. J. Howell 
Mr. B. Kerr 
Ms. A. Watkins 
Ms. C. Parsons 
Dr. K. Simonsen 
Dr. P. Coady  
 
REGRETS 
Dr. D. Kirby 
Dr. J. Browne 
Dr. L. Galagedara 
 
RECORDING 
N/A 

Mr. P. Sullivan 
Mr. D. Wells 
Dr. P. Issahaku 
Dr. L. Bruce-Robertson 
Cpt. V. March 
Ms. B. Simmons 
Dr. E. Davis 
Ms. S. Papple 
Dr. S. Harding  
 
 
ABSENT 
Mx. A. Zedel  
Dr. P. Marino 
Dr. K. Power 
Mr. M. Waller 
Dr. D. Gill  
Ms. W. Rodgers 
Dr. M. Cheramy 
 

 

 
1.0 Approval of Minutes 
 

1.1 Meeting of December 5, 2024 
 
A draft of the minutes for the meeting of December 5, 2024 was circulated.    
 
MOTION       K. Simonsen/D. Wells  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as circulated pending minor edits that were 
already sent to J. Porter in advance of the meeting. 
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No further discussion.  
 
CARRIED (R. Bailey abstained) 

 
2.0 New Business 

 
2.1 Proposed Calendar Changes – Science and the Environment 

 
R. Bailey presented housekeeping items for Environmental Science courses.  Some courses explicitly 
offer the option of getting permission to take the course regardless of prerequisites, or require 
permission, but this may be permission of the instructor, Program Chair, or both. Calendar Regulation 
6.15 states that waivers may be granted for any course by the head of the academic unit. Offering this 
option in the calendar description is confusing, because it implies that it may not be an option for other 
courses, and where the instructor is specified, it is contrary to 6.15. This statement has been removed 
from all course descriptions in which it currently appears. Additionally, other pre- and co-requisites have 
been updated for ENVS 2000, 2430, 3130, 4000, 4069, 4131, 4133, 4140, 4950, 4959. 

 
MOTION                  R. Bailey/C. Parsons  
 
RESOLVED that these admissions regulations be approved.  
 
CARRIED (with no changes) 

  
 2.2 Proposed Calendar Changes – School of Pharmacy 
 
E. Davis presented two sets of calendar changes for the School of Pharmacy. 
 

The first was to add the School of Pharmacy to General Undergraduate Regulation 6.7.3.3.  The 
School of Pharmacy Entry to Practice Doctor of Pharmacy (EPPD) Program is a cohort-based 
program in which students take a slate of required courses every semester. The School controls 
the timetable and scheduling for almost all courses that full-time undergraduate students take 
throughout the program. Several courses have evaluated activities that center around 
professional activities in real-world settings that cannot be completed during usual class time. 
Other courses such as labs with two sections have assessments with paid standardized patients 
and must sequester students between groups. This becomes cost-prohibitive and also very 
inconvenient to students if the assessments must take place during each lab slot as opposed to 
having all of the students complete the assessments together in one of the two lab slots. In 
order to avoid an unnecessary administrative burden of instructors preparing requests for 
waivers of regulation 6.7.3.3 well in advance of every semester, the Pharmacy Committee on 
Undergraduate Studies reviewing the requests and sending them to SCUgS for approval, it is 
requested that the School of Pharmacy be added to the list of units in General Academic 
Regulation 6.7.3.3 which are permitted to interpret this regulation through their Undergraduate 
Studies Committees. 

 
The second proposal included: 

• An adjustment to the wording addressing the timeframe to confirm acceptance.  
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• The Entry to Practice Pharm D Program of Study has been removed from the 
calendar and replaced with a link to the Program of Study document from our 
website, which is more easily updated when requests to offer courses in a 
different semester are approved.  
• Pre-requisite courses that are completed prior to entry to the pharmacy program 
(admissions pre-requisites) have been removed from pharmacy course 
descriptions, as the admissions pre-requisites are no longer part of the pharmacy 
degree.  
• Co-requisite course requirements have been removed because they are 
redundant, and because they cause unnecessary administrative burden during 
the registration period when requests to offer courses in a different semester are 
approved.  

 
MOTION D. Wells/V. March 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee approve the proposed calendar changes from the School of 
Pharmacy pending small edits identified.      
 
CARRIED 

 
 

2.3 Extension of INC grades – 2 PHIL courses 
 
S. Sullivan indicated that given the recent adjustments to the timeframe for extensions, this 
approval can still be given by the department.  J. Porter will communicate this to the 
department. 
 

 
 2.4 Appeal of Decision of ENGI to deny taking T8 before T7 
 

J. Porter provided a summary of the main points of the appeal.  The documentation in the 
package of information for the Committee included the student’s emails to SCUGS; letter to 
student from the ENGI Undergraduate Committee, letter from student to ENGI appeals 
committee, emails from other students who had made this type of request and academic 
transcript.  The student’s letter to SCUGS indicated several reasons for the request including 
improvement in the academic and communications concerns outlined by the ENGI 
undergraduate students committee; all required work terms are completed and taking T8 
before T7 would allow student to graduate one semester earlier which helps financially; 
confidence that they are able to handle T8 as there are no T7 courses as pre-requisites; 
indication that a professional mentor has advised to complete program of studies as soon as 
possible; and a job opportunity that is contingent on graduation in October 2025. 
 

MOTION P. Coady/D. Wells 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee deny the student’s appeal as the rationale provided by ENGI 
is reasonable and there is lack of documentation provided by the student to support the 
rationale provided in their letter to SCUGS (e.g. job opportunity, support from mentor, 
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financial hardship, etc.).      
 
CARRIED (G. George abstained) 

 
 2.5 Extension of INC Grade – School of Pharmacy 
 
Request for an extension of PHAR 605P until the end of Winter 2025.  A letter of support for the 
extension was provided by Dr. E. Davis and included in the package of information for SCUGS. 
 

MOTION D. Wells/E. Davis 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee approve the extension of INC grade. 
 
CARRIED  

 
 2.6 Calendar Changes – Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
Amend HSS Dean’s List Procedure and Criteria:  
 

This proposal would remove the details from sections 13.1.1 Dean's List Procedure and Criteria and 
13.3.1 Dean’s Award for Exemplary Co-op Performance Procedure and Criteria and replace them with a statement 
directing attention to a Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences webpage where the current procedures and 
criteria are now available. The change is needed to enable us to adjust the wording of the procedures and criteria 
for clarity without the lengthy process of Calendar Changes. With the many different configurations of Bachelor of 
Arts Degrees, we often face new issues and questions that should ideally be reflected in our criteria and procedures 
as soon as possible, while maintaining appropriate advance warning of any substantial changes. To ensure fairness 
for all eligible students and to keep staff workloads manageable, we seek to move our Dean’s List regulations to a 
webpage.   
 
No edits required. 
 

Amendments to FOLK Major: 
 
HSS is proposing small amendments to the FOLK major to simplify the requirements.   
 
Agreed Edits – Add “at least” before 15 in 15.7.3 #2.  Change “at” to “in” in 15.7.5 after “27 
hours stipulated”.   
 

Amendments to ARCH Honours program 
 

The changes proposed correct some inconsistencies in the regulations for the ARCH honours 
program.   
 
Agreed Edits – in 15.2.5 #3 capitalize J and H in joint honours, remove “the” before student and 
add an “s” to student. 

 
Amendments to BA Honours and International BA Honours requirements 

https://www.mun.ca/university-calendar/st-johns-campus/faculty-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/13/1/#13.1.1
https://www.mun.ca/university-calendar/st-johns-campus/faculty-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/13/3/#13.3.1
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This change is being proposed in order to clarify and improve awareness of honours 
requirements among students and Undergraduate Program Directors.   
 
Agreed Edits – Fix the numbering in the “Calendar Entry After Changes” section. 

 
Changes HSS regulations 4.1, 6.1.1, 6.8 and 6.2  
 

Multiple regulations in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Calendar require corrections 
for clarity or consistency: 
 

1. Correcting the contradiction between and updating the recommendations at 4.1.3 & 4 
Admission and at 6.1.1 Academic Advising and Declaring a Bachelor of Arts. 

2. Editing for standard Calendar language under 6.8 Joint Degrees of Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Science. 

3. Updating list of eligible majors for the iBA at 6.2 International Bachelor of Arts (iBA Degree 
Regulations) with the addition of Modern Language Studies and deletion of majors no 
longer available (German, Russian, Spanish). 

 
Agreed Edits – No edits to 4.1, no edits to 6.1.1, and no edits to 6.2. Edits to 6.8 were pulled 
until K. Simonsen can check with the advisors on the wording related to the Math and Statistics 
courses. 6.8 will come back to a later meeting of SCUGS. 
 
Post-Meeting Note – Upon follow up with the advisors on suggested change to regulation 6.8, it 
was decided to delete this item from the proposal. 

 
Delete Diploma in Geographic Information Science and introduce new Certificate in Geomatics and 
Environment. 
 

Previously, the Department of Geography offered a 30-credit Diploma in Geographic 
Information Sciences (GIS), which consistently produced personnel who were highly qualified to 
enter the fields of GIS, remote sensing and cartography. Since the departure and retirement of 
several faculty members with expertise in various aspects of geomatics, this diploma program 
has been suspended indefinitely, producing a substantial gap in the training and credentials that 
are available to students at Memorial. HSS intends to fill this critical gap in GIS training capacity 
at Memorial through revision to the inoperative diploma program. HSS will transition the 
diploma to a 21-credit certificate program. This new structure will enhance flexibility and enable 
a broader range of students to complete the necessary requirements to earn the certificate. 
Changes to the program also reflect the addition of a new course that is being developed by the 
GIS faculty (Geography 4203). With a strongly environmental focus, updates to courses within 
this program represent recent pedagogical and epistemic developments within GIS and related 
fields. 
 
Agreed Edits – Add the GEOG 4203 number to replace GEOG 4XXX in document.  Delete 
“effectively” in last sentence of second paragraph.  Delete “been” before “received” in last 
paragraph. 
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Change to Minor in Political Science 
 

The proposal will correct an error related to the number of credit hours in the BA minor in POSC 
regulations.   

 
Agreed edits - The Department of Political Science needs to provide an updated table to include 
as part of the secondary calendar changes. 

 
Changes to Prerequisites for CRIM 3395/SOCI 3395 
 

Elimination of one of the prerequisites (CRIM 3000) which is unnecessary given that it is the only 
3000-level course to have another 3000-level course as a prerequisite. This has created a barrier 
for students to complete their criminology program. This is applicable to all 3 of the CRIM major, 
minor, and certificate.  

 
Agreed Edits – Ensure that all instances of Criminology in the CRIM courses are displayed as 
CRIM, with other subjects spelled out.  The same comment for the Sociology courses. 
 

Changes to Criminology Major, Minor and Certificate 
 

Several changes proposed to Criminology program requirements due to the elimination of 
courses from Law and Society (LWSO), Anthropology, and History, which hamper students’ 
ability to meet current Criminology degree requirements. The changes proposed entail the 
deletion of no-longer existent courses as well as identification of replacement courses. This 
proposal includes changes to the Criminology major, minor, and certificate. It also includes some 
points of clarification under the “Advising” and “Declaring” sections and some housekeeping 
updates and corrections. 

 
 Agreed Edits – Change a semi colon to a comma in 15.18.9.4 #1c after ANTH 2414. 
 
Cross listing HIST courses and MEMS courses 
 

This proposal will cross list a number of History courses with Medieval and Early Modern Studies 
courses to make them more visible to students when making course selection. 
 
No edits required 

 
RELS 3058  
 

This proposal will cross list RELS 3058 with POSC 3058 and modify the course title.  
 
No edits required  
 
Post Meeting Comment – The course number 3058 does not work with the Department of 
Political Science’s numbering scheme, therefore 3358 will be used for the POSC offering while 
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2058 will remain for the RELS offering.  Additionally, there are a request from POSC to keep 
“Topics in” as part of the course title.  I have received confirmation from both RELS and POSC 
Department Heads that they are agreeable to keep the title of RELS 3058/POSC 3358 as is. 
 

 
RELS 2800 
 

This proposal will cross list RELS 2800 with GNDR as it is a useful addition to the 2000-level 
offerings in GNDR for majors and minors.  
 
 
Agreed Edits – Spell out GNDR in RELS 2800 and spell out RELS in GNDR 2800. 
 

 
 

GNDR 3500 
 

The proposal is to delete GNDR 3500 to eliminate duplication in the curriculum.  
 
No edits required. 

 
New Course ENGL 3300 
 

The proposal is to add new course ENGL 3300 – Métis Literature: Stories of the Flower 
Beadwork People. 
 

Agreed edits – Delete period in course title.  Remove ENGL 3300 from Abbreviated Course title.  
Add an “s” to students in first sentence of description and a period at the end.  Change “class” to 
“course” in last sentence of description.  Delete “6 credit hours in ENGL at the 1000 level” from 
the PR. 

 
Regularize ENGL 4924 
 

The proposal is to regularize ENGL 4924 Creative Writing: Nature Writing and to add it to the 
course offerings for the Diploma in Creative Writing. 
 
No edits required. 

 
Changes to CMST minor 
  

The proposal will simplify the appearance of the CMST minor requirements to indicate CMST 
designated courses instead of listing each CMST designated course. 

 
 No edits required. 
 
HIST 4200 
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 This proposal is to add HIST 4200 to the list of courses eligible for the Certificate in Film Studies.   
 
 No edits required. 
 
Updates to several ENGL course titles and descriptions 
 

This proposal will update the titles and/or descriptions for ENGL 2010, 4010, 4030, 4900, 4901, 
CMST 4900. 
 
No edits required. 

 
 
FOLK 3310 
  
 This proposal is for a new course FOLK 3310 Internet Lore and Social Media. 
 

Agreed edits – Change the abbreviated title from all caps.  Make “Examines” with a lower-case 
e.  Add “This course” in front of discusses in the description. 

 
GEOG 2195 
 

This proposal will change the title of the course and add a lab component as well as add a credit 
restriction with ENSU 2000. 

 
Agreed edits – Add an abbreviated course title.  Remove a rogue SU from the Credit Restriction 
section.  Delete “on” after experience in the last sentence of the course description. 

 
New Course GEOG 4710 and changes to 4000 level GEOG pre-requisites 
 

This proposal is for a new course GEOG 4710 Advanced Economic Geography.  It also corrects an 
error in the pre-requisite notation for GEOG 4010, 4015, 4150, 4190, 4202, 4250, 4290, 4300, 
4320, 4410, 4600, 4900-4918, 4919, 4999. 

 
 Agreed edits – Confirm that all Additional Notes have a period at the end of the sentence. 
 
HIST 3749 
 
 This proposal makes an adjustment to the course description for HIST 3749. 
 
 No edits required. 
 
HIST 3780 
 

This proposal will amend the title for HIST 3780 from Women in Medieval Europe 500-1500 to 
Sex and Gender in Medieval Europe. 

 
 No edits required. 
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HIST 4205 
 

This proposal is for a new course that will be cross listed with CMST 4205.  Title is Hip Hop and 
American Culture: From the Boogie Down Bronx to the Bling Era.  

 
 Agree edits – Add the corresponding courses to EQ section. 
 
LING 2500 
 
 This proposal is for a new course LING 2500 Language Documentation. 
 

Agreed edits – Clean up the course number and title as well as the abbreviated course title. 
Remove the course title and number from the course description. 

 
 
LING 2025, 2026, 2040, 2041, 2060 
 

This proposal changes the course descriptions for LING 2040 and 2041 and makes minor  
changes to the descriptions for 2025, 2026 and 2060 as well. 

 
 No edits required. 
 
RELS 3540 
 

This proposal changes the course title and description of RELS 3540 to more accurately reflect 
course content. 

 
 No edits required. 
 
RELS 3660 
  
 This proposal is for a new course RELS 3660 The Sex Abuse Crisis in Modern Christianity. 
 
 Agreed Edits – Add the course title to the course description. 
 
RELS 2071/PHIL 2071 
 
 This proposal is for a new cross listed course Asian Philosophy of Religion. 
 
RELS 2420 
 

This proposal will see RELS 2420 change from a 2000 level course to a third level course RELS 
3130 which will also be cross listed with PHIL 3130.  The course description and PR, EQ and CR 
are modified. 

 
 No edits required. 
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Study Abroad Program in Spanish 
 

This proposal seeks to delete the student abroad program for Spanish.  The department, with 
only one ASM left in Spanish, is unable to sustain this field school.  This is a lost opportunity for 
experiential learning at Memorial. 

 
 No edits required. 
 
 
 
GEOG 4261 
 

This proposal will change the title and course description for GEOG 4261 as the current title and 
description do not accurately reflect the course content.    
 
Agreed edits – Remove the “Full title and For Self-Service” statements from the proposal as they 
are unnecessary and do not follow the template format.  Delete “examined through a diverse 
array of” from the description.  Provide clarity to the pre-requisites so that the “or equivalent 
with permission of the instructor and Head of the Department” applies to all PR listed. 

 
GEOG 3260 
 

This proposal renames the course and makes small changes to the description and credit 
restrictions. 
 
Agreed edits – Add Abbreviated Course title so that it follows the template format. 

 
GEOG 4203 
 
 This proposal is for a new course GEOG 4203 Earth Data Visualization and Mapping. 
 

Agreed edits – Jennifer Porter to confirm with GEOG on whether the “or equivalent” statement 
refers to one or both of the GEOG courses listed in the PR section of the description. It was 
confirmed that this was to apply to both courses. 

 
Changes to HSS Year of Degree and Departmental Regulations 
 

This proposal will introduce a 10-year time limit on the applicable years of calendar degree 
regulations that a student can follow in order to maintain academic integrity and relevance in 
the programs. 
 
Agreed edits – The capital “T” in first sentence of 6.2.1 #1 needs to be underlined. 

 
Three proposals from the Department of Political Science 
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These proposals all include a move to change existing POSC courses offered at the Grenfell 
Campus to ENSU.  Dr. Robert Bailey attended this SCUGS meeting and raised concerns that the 
proposals had not formally been reviewed and approved by the academic programming 
committee in the School of Science and the Environment.  As such, the Chair ruled the proposal 
out of order.  The committee will review the proposal once the appropriate committee has 
approved it.  K. Simonsen raised a question regarding a small change to the regulations for the 
LWPP Major and Minor which was not related to the POSC/ENSU issue.  This change is to delete 
an outdated RELS course from the regulations.  To not hold up this change, it was decided by the 
Chair and Secretary to treat this minor change as editorial. J. Porter will communicate this to the 
Calendar Editor. 
 
Post SCUGS note: The Chair and Secretary met with Dr. Pat Dold, Associate Dean HSS to review 
some of the feedback and decisions SCUGS had made on the HSS proposals.  It was decided that 
the proposal from the Department of Political Science that looked to delete course entries for 
several POSC courses from the Grenfell Section of the Calendar did not require approval of the 
School of Science and the Environment academic programming committee. The Office of the 
Registrar will recommend that the course descriptions for POSC 1000, 1010, 1020, 2200, 2300, 
2500, 2600, and 2800 which are currently in the Grenfell section of the Calendar, will need to 
reflect the course changes/titles that were approved by SCUGS/Senate several years ago. It will 
further be recommended that any POSC courses listed in the Grenfell section that have not been 
offered in several years should be deemed inactive in the Calendar. The proposal also included 
changing some Grenfell POSC courses to ENSU.  These would require approval by the School of 
Science and the Environment and are separate from the courses listed above. 

 
Department Name Change for Religious Studies 
  

This proposal aims to change the name of the Department of Religious Studies to the 
Department of Religion and Culture.  Additionally, it is proposed that the existing subject of RELS 
will be changed to RELC to better reflect the department name change.  The Chair noted that 
the required secondary calendar changes are not included in the proposal and as such the 
proposal is not complete.  When a complete proposal is received by SCUGS, it will be 
considered. 

  
 
MOTION K. Simonsen/S. Harding 

 
RESOLVED that the Committee approve the proposed calendar changes from the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences pending small edits identified.      
 
CARRIED 

 
 2.5 Calendar Changes – Faculty of Science  
 
 These changes will be postponed to the January 9, 2025, meeting of SCUGS. 
 
 2.6 Calendar Changes – School of Social Work 
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 These changes will be postponed to the January 9, 2025, meeting of SCUGS. 
 

2.7 Updates from Senate and the Office of the Registrar 
 
J. Porter provided some background on the schedule of grading and registration activities that 
the Office of the Registrar will oversee once grades are officially released for Fall 2024.  She 
stated that a memo summarizing the main activities and impacts on students will be shared with 
units within the next week or so. 
 
2.8 Standing Item – Academic Misconduct 

 
Nothing to add. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 


