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THE (PETRI) DISH

Faculty of Science Newsletter

The move to the new Core Science Facility has begun! In this photo boxes of glassware and equipment line the side of

DEAN’S
MESSAGE

the new Chemistry teaching lab.

As the fall semester approaches—only two months
away—it looks more and more like we are pulling out
of this pandemic and that our plans for a more normal
semester with in-person learning will be a reality.

I had a tour of the Core Science Facility in June as
construction nears an end and the University is set to
take the keys. Departments are beginning to move in,
starting with the teaching labs to ensure they are ready
to accept students in September. I know we are all very
excited to welcome students back to campus and into
this new building.

The Dean’s Office is excited to begin working on a new
strategic plan to guide us through the next five years.
As we begin preparations to consult with staff, students,
and faculty, it is worth having a look at Memorial’s new
strategic plan, Transforming our Horizons, which will
act as a guide for our strategic planning process.

Finally, I hope everyone has a chance to relax and
enjoy the Canada Day holiday. Our country's history
has some very dark moments and we should also take
this time to learn about and reflect on the atrocious
actions taken against Indigenous Peoples, such as the
residential school abuses, as one small step toward
reconciliation.

In the News (continued)

Dr. Bill Montevecchi, Psychology, answers a
question about the impacts of tagging on animal
and bird behaviour. Quirks and Quarks

Dr. Tom Chapman, Biology, is asked about
swarms of March flies in central Newfoundland.
VOCM



https://www.jioforme.com/psychologists-explain-why-you-cant-remember-the-movie-you-just-watched/524483/
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/lifestyles/health/how-much-salt-and-sugar-is-hidden-in-your-food-much-more-than-you-realize-says-newfoundland-professor-100603102/
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/lifestyles/local-lifestyles/a-moose-a-man-and-memories-newfoundlander-looks-forward-to-his-annual-four-legged-visitor-100601130/
https://citizen.co.za/lifestyle/2540068/yes-men-can-experience-pregnancy-symptoms-heres-how/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-june-7-2021-1.6055877
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/what-is-sea-snot
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-89-cross-talk/clip/15846254-coping-side-effects-cancer
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/moose-poop-1.6040762
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/sluggish-iceberg-season-nl-1.6034212
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/thin-ice-labrador-summer-climate-changes-1.6005130
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/quirks/may-8-sounds-of-a-predator-horses-are-well-diggers-grass-defuses-a-toxic-explosive-and-more-1.6016777/making-the-most-of-fish-waste-how-scientists-transformed-it-into-biodegradable-plastic-1.6017790
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/quirks/jun-26-the-quirks-quarks-listener-question-show-1.6080839
https://vocm.com/2021/06/25/march-flies/
https://www.mun.ca/strategicplanning/TransformingOurHorizons_2021-2026.pdf

Much work is also happening outside the New Core
Science Facility as staff from MUN Botanical Garden add
the first plants. (Photo credit: Tim Walsh)

FACULTY NEWS

Dr. David Pike, Math & Stats, has been named a Fellow of the
Canadian Mathematical Society. Read

Rebecca Newhook, Co-op, is winner of the MindLeap Poetry
Competition. Read

Dr. Christopher Lively, Psychology, is the inaugural recipient
of the Graduate Psychology Society Award in Academic
Excellence.

Dr. Ian Fleming, Ocean Sciences, has been named a School of
Graduate Studies ROCKStar Supervisor

Dr. Joshua Rash, Psychology, is the recipient of the Canadian
Psychological Association President's New Researcher Award.
Read

Dr. Jie Xiao, Math & Stats, is contact organizer for MCA2021 -
Special Session: Geometric Potential Analysis. Read

Dr. Anand Yethiraj, Physics, is sporting a new look after
participating in Shave for the Brave. The decision was inspired
by a friend of Dr. Yethiraj's son and honours his spouse and a
graduate student, both of whom are cancer survivors.

Have you missed any of our On the Menu presentations?
You can find recordings of past sessions here.
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https://cms.math.ca/news-item/canadian-mathematical-societys-2021-class-of-fellows-announced/
https://www.saltwire.com/prince-edward-island/lifestyles/rebecca-newhook-of-st-johns-wins-mindleap-poetry-competition-100588278/
https://cpa.ca/aboutcpa/cpaawards/presidentsaward/
https://www.mca2021.org/en/special-sessions/item/21-geometric-potential-analysis
https://www.mun.ca/science/research_teaching/research/on_the_menu.php

ALUMNI NEWS

Earth Sciences alumnus, Dr. Donald Dingwell has
been named to the Royal Society of London. Read

St. John’s-based disinfectant maker Polyamyna
Nanotech has inked a deal with Eastern Health to
run clinical trials of its product once it receives
Health Canada approval. Polyamyna is led by co-
founder, CEO and Chemistry alumnus, Dr.
Ramesh Kumar Mani. Read

Chemistry alumnus, Dr. Ernest Awoonor-
Williams has begun a Novartis Discovery
Postdoctoral Fellowship at Cambridge, Mass.

Psychology alumnus Brad Yetman has been
named head coach of the Huskies de Rouyn-
Nornada, a Quebec Major Junior Hockey League.
He’s the first Newfoundlander and Labradorian to
become head coach in QM]JL history.

Chemistry alumnus Dr. Samuel Mungo is winner
of the 2021 Distinguished Research Award at
MacEwan University.

Biology alumnus Dr. Alex Bond, curator in charge
of birds at the Natural History Museum in
London, explains how birds sleep while flying in
this video for World Migratory Bird Day. Watch

New issue of Prescience
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https://issuu.com/mun_science/docs/prescience__vol._10__2021_
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/worldwide-exposure/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/engine-of-innovation/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/vast-depth/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/fundamental-shift/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/early-recall/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/nature-on-hold/
https://gazette.mun.ca/student-life/finding-hope/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/price-watchers/
https://gazette.mun.ca/student-life/ocean-focused/
https://gazette.mun.ca/student-life/rejoyce/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/proof-of-concept/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/donald-dingwell-royal-society-2021-1.6038692
https://entrevestor.com/home/entry/polyamyna-preps-for-clinical-trials
https://twitter.com/i/status/1391030467995095049

