January 2021 Vol. 1, Issue 2

THE (PETRI) DISH

Faculty of Science Newsletter

Sydney Collins (CABE) is one of several researchers featured in the Gazette for finding ways to safely continue their
activities and studies throughout the pandemic. Read

DEAN'S MESSAGE

Happy New Year!

I hope everyone had a restful holiday.

Learning from our experiences of a remote fall
semester, it is my sincerest hope the winter semester
goes smoothly for educators and learners alike.

One of the lessons I think we learned this fall is that
we can all be flexible. If necessary, and if it makes
sense, we make changes while keeping academic
integrity and learning foremost in our minds.

We all are looking forward to the end of remote
learning, but what we learn from this year will not be
wasted.

In this issue, you will read about some of the
recognition and funding that has been bestowed
upon our faculty, staff, and students. Let’s celebrate
these successes as well as the careers of retiring
faculty and staff. At the same time, let's wish our
newly arrived faculty, staff, and students well as they
begin a new experience.

All the best for 2021!



https://gazette.mun.ca/research/adapting-to-change/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/adapting-to-change/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/12/psychology-s-replication-crisis-inspires-ecologists-push-more-reliable-research?fbclid=IwAR0P5Jg04mYliuEBVwvytsHS9ClpmFEctMZN93nSKHAgoX6tQojBcMVIdTE
http://www.nshealth.ca/news/woman-behind-mask-dr-lisa-barrett?fbclid=IwAR1K9KDfjnLybCpkz-tgv_brKKiPqrsl-lbJoX8aZoYEVAXMLbZ6foLb_Vc
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-november-23-lockdown-1.5812425?fbclid=IwAR30-ZZfRdcVWB9JQkqFnGNCQQMtVgu1i82RCiOq-Nqh_AnVdH8C81C0Yoo
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20201106-where-you-can-see-the-soul-of-the-earth?fbclid=IwAR2kL6IMhY9_kPHIc7Aiq7Cy7D4vqnqTA1xvfBYYJYAqOgb9xEbYlLf9Zmo
https://atlanticbusinessmagazine.net/article/atlantic-canadas-30-under-30-innovators/
https://www.saltwire.com/news/canada/st-johns-geologist-helps-identify-potential-geopark-sites-in-western-newfoundland-515533/
https://media.unh.edu/media/NAGS+Three+Minute+Thesis+2020/1_e60wdich

RESEARCH
WEEK 2

Nov. 23-27

Celebrate innovation.
Connect with colleagues.
Learn more about Memorial's
extraordinary research.

QUICK PITCH: RESEARCH
FOR UNDERGRADS

For Research Week 2020, the Faculty of Science
promoted research opportunities for undergraduates and
potential future graduate students.

Faculty members submitted short video 'pitches' from
their research groups about their work, allowing students
to virtually explore different science topics being
researched at Memorial.

The goal is to continue building on the video collection,
so submissions are still welcome. Current videos can be
viewed here.

CREATIVE CHEMISTRY

Chemistry professors, including Dr. Chris Kozak, have
gotten first-year students engaged by incorporating 'art’
into their courses. They made creative chemistry
assignments worth 20 per cent of their final grade.

Submissions included comics, videos, songs, biographies
and more. Bonus marks were given if the work was

posted to social media.

Examples can be found at #Chem1050Art. Gazette
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https://gazette.mun.ca/campus-and-community/we-are-all-scientists/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/world-recognition/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/world-recognition/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/oceans-of-possibility/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/changing-forests/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/fostering-innovation-3/
https://gazette.mun.ca/campus-and-community/returning-a-favour/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/adapting-to-change/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/funding-for-the-future/
https://gazette.mun.ca/student-life/financial-relief/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/hard-to-soft/
https://gazette.mun.ca/campus-and-community/national-recognition-6/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/modelling-the-deep/
https://gazette.mun.ca/research/top-tier/
https://www.mun.ca/science/research_teaching/research/quick_pitch.php
https://gazette.mun.ca/teaching-and-learning/creative-chemistry/

PROGRAM COMPLETION

David Belanger, PhD, Biology

Amir Taheridehkordi, PhD, Physics
Ben Peterkin, M.Sc., Biochemistry
Evelyn Roberts, M.Sc., Marine Biology

Jose Ignacio Vasquez Solis de Ovando, M.Sc. Sustainable
Aquaculture.

RHODES SCHOLAR

Jevon Marsh, who graduated from Memorial

University in 2018 with a joint B.Sc. (Hons.) in
biochemistry and chemistry, has been named
Newfoundland and Labrador's newest Rhodes
Scholar.

Considered to be one of the most prestigious
international scholarship programs, the Rhodes
Scholarship is a postgraduate award for students to
study at the University of Oxford. The scholarship
covers all tuition and fees, plus recipients receive an

annual stipend. Read

Faculty & Staff Awards

Dr. Fereidoon Shahidi (Biochemistry) - Dean of
Science Distinguished Scholar Medal

Dr. Christina Thorpe (Psychology) - Dean of Science
Distinguished Teacher Award

Marie Codner (Biochemistry) - Dean of Science

Distinguished Service Award

Dr. Stephen Piercey (Earth Sciences) - University
Research Professor

Dr. Kris Poduska (Physics) - President's Award for
Distinguished Teaching

Dr. Christina Bottaro (Chemistry) - President's Award

for Outstanding Graduate Supervision

Dr. Shawn Leroux (Biology) - President's Award for
Outstanding Research
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https://gazette.mun.ca/student-life/completely-unreal/

