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Tel: 709 864 8154   Fax:  709 864 3316 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE  
FACULTY COUNCIL OF SCIENCE 

Minutes of Meeting of October 15, 2025 
 

A meeting of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Science was held on Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 
at 1:00 p.m. using a hybrid model of WebEx and in-person (C-2045). 
 
 
FSC 3127 Present 
 
  Biology 

H. Marshall, M. Rise 
 

Biochemistry 
M. Berry, V. Booth 

 
  Chemistry 

C. Bottaro, L. Cahill, H. Grover, F. Kerton, C. Kozak, E. Merschrod, S. Smith, J. 
Stockmann,  

 
  Computer Science 

S. Bungay, A. Fiech, M. Hatcher, C. Hyde, H. Wareham 
 
  Mathematics & Statistics 

I. Booth, C. Cigsar, D. Dyer, R. Haynes, Marco Merkli, E. Martinez-Pedrosa, D. Pike, T. 
Stuckless, S. Sullivan 

 
  Ocean Sciences 

P. Gagnon, K. Gamperl, J. Greening, M. Roche, J. Wroblewski 
 
  Physics & Physical Oceanography 

E. Hayden, M. Evstigneev, H. Neilson, K. Poduska, I. Saika-Voivod, L. Zedel 
 
  Psychology 

S. Blandford, K. Hourihan, A. Swift-Gallant, C. Thorpe, D. Wilson 
 

Dean of Science Office 
D. Bennett, J. Blundell, J. Bowering, J. Ceha, M. Fitzpatrick, T. Fridgen, L. Frizzell, S. 
Garasym, J. Gauld, C. Hussey, J. Kavanagh, P. MacCallum, T. Mackenzie, R. Newhook 
 
Representatives from other Faculties 
B. Misiuk (GEOG) 
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  Student Representatives 
  E. Chirinos, E. Gramm, M. Kocela, K. Lamarre, M. LaSaga,  
   

 
FSC 3128 Adoption of Minutes 

 
Moved: Minutes of the meeting of September 17, 2025, be adopted. (Sullivan, Berry) Carried  
Abstained: J. Stockmann 
 
Note: A correction was made to the September 17th Faculty Council minutes, Ivan Booth was present, 
however, he was marked in as absent.  
 
FSC 3129 Business Arising: No Business 
 
FSC 3130  Correspondence: No Report 
  
FSC 3131 Reports of Standing Committees: 
 
A. Undergraduate Studies Committee:  

Presented by Shannon Sullivan, Chair of the Undergraduate Studies Committee: 

a) Department of Physics and Physical Oceanography, new course proposal, Physics 3020 Physics 
of Energy 

(Sullivan, Saika-Voivod) Carried. 
 

b) Department of Computer Science, calendar change proposal to Computer Science and 
Economics Joint Major 

(Sullivan, Bungay) Carried. 

S. Sullivan noted that the next meetings of Faculty of Science Undergraduate Studies Committee are 
November 4 and November 18. The final date to have all calendar changes in to Faculty of Science 
Undergraduate Studies Committee is November 10.  
 
B. Graduate Studies Committee:  No business 

C. Library Committee:  
 
Dr. Mykhaylo Evstigneev, Faculty of Science Representative - Libraries: 
 
The Library is facing a 5.4% cut in their budget, however, journal subscriptions will not be affected by 
the cuts.  
 
Unfortunately, the system for the Journal Web System crashed last month, however, is now fixed for 
resubmission. The Dean’s office will resend the email.  
 
FSC 3132 Dean’s Report 
 
President Janet Morrison will be attending a special Faculty council meeting on November 5th at 
1:00pm, location will be determined at a later date. Please make every attempt to attend. 
 



From a recent update on the university enrollment situation, the university has a major decrease, this 
decrease in tuition will possibly affect us for 7 years. Newfoundland and Labrador student enrollment is 
up slightly, some good news amongst it all. These numbers can be found in the Gazette article. 
 
Several strategies the university indicated are, innovating programs and pathways, expanding 
recruitment efforts, modernizing admissions, strengthening student preparation and support in delivering 
exceptional service. It is an ongoing and challenging situation.  For questions, please email 
deansciassistant@mun.ca. 
 
As you are likely aware this fiscal year, 2025-2026, the university has a 21-million-dollar reduction in 
its operating budget. The Faculty of Science were given a 5.4% reduction to our base operating budget, 
in addition they also reduced their allocation of one-time reoccurring funds, which created a large 
funding deficit. 
 
Faculty of Science has made some progress towards addressing this deficit for this fiscal year 2025-
2026. The core issue remains an urgent need to reduce our expenditures. You are welcome to email your 
ideas to myself or deansci@mun.ca, as the Faculty of Science is open to any ideas as we explore all 
aspects. 
 
The Dean’s office and Heads are examining data, programming and possibly revenue generation. Our 
aim is to develop a series of budget scenarios that will enable our faculty to find these required savings 
by our given deadline of March 2027. I wish I had better news for you; however, this is our reality. 
There will be further updates as we move forward. 
 
Highlights 
 
I enjoyed lunch with the Chemistry undergraduate student group last week. It was a great opportunity to 
sit and talk with students about their programs and what they are doing. If your students have an event, 
please send them along to us to distribute to our departments. 
 
A new faculty member will be starting with the Department of Biochemistry on December 1, Dr. 
Rashmi Panigrahi. Biochemistry was invited to present at the VP (EDI) lunch and learn sessions about 
their proactive approach to addressing gender inequity in ASM levels. They were also interviewed by 
the journal that they published this work in for their social media promotions. 
 
Karl Jobst has been featured on the CBC regarding the PFAS contamination at Torbay and numerous 
sites outside. 

 
FSC 3133 Questions 
 
During the question period there was a discussion around the budget presentation the Dean presented. 
The Faculty of Science is actively working on budget scenarios to meet our goal and timelines. We have 
been given an extension of 12 months to address the 2025-2026 deficit. The dean will follow-up with the 
Presidents office regarding a university budget update.  
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The dean will follow-up with the VPA’s office to arrange a meeting with Trudy Pound-Curtis regarding 
the budget model.  
 
There was an inquiry regarding an update on the cost and benefits and service provided by having the 
FOS IT group rather that using the universities IT services. The Dean said there was no further update 
on this, however when more information arises, they be updated. 
 
There was a large discussion regarding the transition of Banner and challenges of the initial rollout, and 
faculty expressed concerns for winter registration.  The Dean will ask the Banner system staff for a 
confirmation regarding registration. 

 
FSC 3134 Adjournment:  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:02 p.m. 
   
 

 


