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FACULTY OF SCIENCE
FACULTY COUNCIL OF SCIENCE
Minutes of Meeting of April 15, 2026

A meeting of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Science was held on Wednesday, April 15 2026, at 1:00
p.m. using a hybrid model of WebEx and in-person (A-1046).
FSC 3158 Present

Biology
T. Chapman, A. Chaulk, C. Graves, D. Harvey, D. Marshall

Human Biosciences
M. Berry, J. Brunton, R. Bertolo, S. Smith

Chemistry
C. Bottaro, L. Cahill, H. Grover, K. Hattenhauer, E. Merschrod, B. Power

Computer Science
S. Bungay, A. Fiech, M. Hatcher, C. Hyde, C. Milley, T. Tricco

Earth Sciences
A. Malcolm

Mathematics & Statistics
J. Alam, B. Austin, T. Baird, I. Booth, D. Dyer, R. Haynes, K. Nirmalkanna, D. Pike, D. Silvesan, T.
Sheel, T. Stuckless, S. Sullivan

Ocean Sciences
D. Boyce, 1. Fleming, J. Greening, J. Wroblweski,

Physics & Physical Oceanography
Q. Chen, D. Coombs, E. Hayden, H. Neilson, K. Poduska, I. Saika-Voivod, S. Wallin, L. Zedel

Psychology
S. Blandford, K. Hourihan, C. Sullivan, A. Swift-Gallant, C. Thorpe, C. Walsh, D. Wilson

Dean of Science Office
D. Bennett, J. Blundell, J. Bowering, J. Ceha, M. Fitzpatrick, T. Fridgen, L. Frizzell, S. Garasym, J.
Gauld, C. Hussey, P. MacCallum, T. Mackenzie, N. Squires

Student Representatives
M. LaSaga, M. Kocela

Other Departments
B. Misiuk

FSC 3159 Approval of the Agenda
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Moved: Approved.
With the minor amendment that item 4.A.c. of the agenda, The Lou Visentin Award—new wording around the
completion of a degree in three years rather than the usual four—be moved from Reports of Standing
Committees to Business Arising, as this matter was discussed at February’s Faculty Council meeting and
referred back to FoSUGS for revision.

(Sullivan, Berry) Carried

FSC 3160 Adoption of the Minutes of February 25, 2026

Moved: Approved. Minutes of the meeting of February 25, 2026, be adopted. 2 Abstentions
(Sullivan, Dyer) Carried.

FSC 3161 Business Arising from February Faculty Council:
Presented by Shannon Sullivan, Chair of the Undergraduate Studies Committee:

The Lou Visentin Award - New wording around completion of a degree in three years rather than the usual
four years.
(Sullivan, Fridgen)

After a large discussion, a motion was made by M. Berry to change the criteria to the package provided to
council to what D. Hallet’s suggested: “Students who finish their degree in less than 4 years. But who have
achieved deans or director's list of status for all years of their program can apply for consideration to receive
the lou visiten award award by emailing science(@mun.ca.” this motion was passed with a vote of 5 opposed,
10 abstentions and 14 in favor. A motion was then made and passed to amend the main motion.

Motion:
Amend wording in the criteria to the package provided.
(Berry Hallet)
Vote: 14 in favour, 5 opposed, 10 abstained — Carried.

Motion to Amend the Main Motion:
Revise the wording to allow for the completion of a degree within three years, as an alternative to the
traditional four-year timeframe.
(Berry, Hallett)
Vote: 5 abstained Carried.

FSC 3162 Reports of Standing Committees:

A. Undergraduate Studies Committee:

Presented by Shannon Sullivan, Chair of the Undergraduate Studies Committee:

a) Department of Mathematics and Statistics, Calendar Changes, Amended course: MATH 2260
Ordinary Differential Equations I, MATH 3161 Ordinary Differential Equations II, MATH 4160
Partial Differential Equations 1.,

(Sullivan, Haynes) Carried.

b) Dean’s List, Criteria Edits,

A discussion happened around the criteria presented; a friendly amendment was suggested.
Add terminology to the bullet “A student who completed the co-op work term approved by the faculty
of science during the nomination period.”

(Sullivan, Fridgen) Carried.
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B. Graduate Studies Committee: No business

C. Library Committee: No business

FSC 3163 Dean’s Report

Departmental Highlights
BIOLOGY

Awards:

Biology MSc student Amanda Turpin (co-supervised by Drs. Linda Jewell and Dawn Bignell) for placing 2nd
at the 2026 MUN School of Graduate Studies 3-Minute Thesis Competition!!

Biology Postdoc, Natalia Ruiz Vargas, (supervised by Dr. Julissa Roncal) won the Irene Manton Prize from
the Linnean Society: An award for the best doctoral thesis in botany. Her thesis was conducted at the Univ of
[llinois in Chicago, USA.

CHEMISTRY

Congratulations to chemistry graduate student Padmapriya Srinivasan (Co-Supervised by Chris Kozak and
Fran Kerton, Department of Chemistry), on her first place finish in the 2026 SEA Gong Show!

Congratulations to Linsday Cahill and her team of students for her continued outreach program about
microplastics to communities all around the province!

Congratulations to PhD candidate Mikhailey Wheeler (supervised by Fran Kerton, Department of Chemistry)
will receive one of two Joseph Breen Memorial Fellowship to attend the 2026 ACS Green Chemistry &
Engineering conference. Sarah Boudreau received this fellowship last year so Memorial is getting widely
recognized for our work in the field of Green Chemistry

Congratulations to Jane Stockmann for winning the Terra Nova award.
HUBI

Graduate student Fatema Elgammal (Berry lab) won the MUN 3-minute thesis and will be representing MUN
at the Atlantic regional competition. Jacob Hearty (Faranak lab) was third. Hannah White (Farahnak lab) won
the 1% place award for graduate student oral presentation at the Science Atlantic Nutrition & Foods Conference;

PHYSICS

Research:
Lev Tarasov received a $3M NSERC Alliance Grant partnering with Equinor (studying offshore structures
associated with deglaciation) .... Congratulations Lev!

Outreach:

Hilding Neilson served as one of the Canadian Association of Physics lecture tour speakers: Space is part of
the Land: Moving from colonialism and space exploitation to Indigenous models of operating in space.
Undergraduate:

The Physics and Physical Oceanography Society (PAPOS) is planning a casino night. This is taking place in
the next few weeks but I don’t have the details.

The Dean presented a slideshow outlining the budget (attached).

FSC 3164 Questions



A question was raised regarding the President’s comments during the Town Hall. She indicated that she has
no clear information about what will be included in the budget, yet a figure of $10—12 million has been
mentioned—yprompting the question of where this estimate would come from. The Dean explained that,
without knowing the government’s final budget allocations, the impact could ultimately be either higher or
lower. The $10-12 million estimate is based on projected enrolment declines and ongoing inflationary
pressures. At this stage, deans have been advised that the minimum reduction across the university assumes
no additional or increased funding from the provincial government.

A question was raised about whether it would actually benefit the Faculty of Science to have more students
declare their majors, given that any decisions based on this would depend on the unit costs assigned. The
Dean explained that the situation would become clearer once the shadow budget is available.

A question was raised about the number of buildings the university plans to sell and whether the revenue will
be applied to the deficit. The Dean indicated that he will follow up on this matter.

Shannon Sullivan shared that he is uncertain whether his employment at Memorial University will continue
this year. He expressed his sincere gratitude to everyone he has worked with throughout his 17-year career at
Memorial. He noted that serving as Chair of the Undergraduate Studies Committee was an absolute pleasure
and a role he looked forward to each academic year. His remarks were met with applause from those in
attendance.

Motion:
A formal motion of official thanks to Shannon Sullivan for his dedicated service and the significant
contributions he has made to the Faculty of Science Undergraduate Committee over the past 15 years.
(Berry/Haynes)

Amended Motion:
Additional language notes that, given the Chair’s contributions, it is concerning and indeed shameful that
Shannon Sullivan is unaware of whether he will continue in his role.

(Merschrod,Haynes) Carried.

FSC 3165 Adjournment:

Meeting adjourned at 2:37 p.m.
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