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Research Support Fund Report 2024-2025 

The grant provided through the Government of Canada Research Support Fund (RSF) is 
essential to Memorial’s research success. Funding is allocated among a variety of activities that 
support the research enterprise. In 2024-2025, Memorial received $4,540,605. The distribution 
of this funding is outlined in the chart below. 
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Eligible 
Program 

Expenditure 
Category 

Institutional Performance 
Objectives 

Performance Indicator Target Outcomes Outcomes Reported at Year-end 

Research 
Facilities 

Maintain research data through 
appropriate data storage 
capacity. 
 
 
 
Competent technical staff and 
appropriate facilities to 
maximize research support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research infrastructure 
upgrades and development.   

Volume of data 
backup. 
 
 
 
 
Provision of technical 
support appropriate for 
research needs and 
functional equipment.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Structural condition of 
buildings and 
laboratories. 

Research data 
maintained. 
 
 
 
 
Support meeting the 
needs of researchers, 
research support staff 
and graduate 
students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A safe working 
environment. 
 
 
 

Data storage capacity in the Office of the Chief Information Officer’s (OCIO) 
data centres is approximately 1petabyteto support storage requirements, 
which includes research storage. In addition, proactive data backup 
procedures are consistently followed. 
 
 
Continued investment in professional development for scientific staff within 
Core Research Equipment and Instrument Training (CREAIT) Network 
laboratories ensure continuity of high-quality and expert laboratory output, 
along with high-quality performance management for its sophisticated 
scientific equipment and instrumentation. 
 
For animal care, investment in skilled research support staff was 
demonstrated through the hiring of a Registered Veterinary Technologist 
and the mentorship of Animal Technicians, resulting in Registered Lab 
Animal Technician certifications through a national association. 
 
 
 
Research infrastructure was upgraded with the installation of air 
conditioning units in the Vivarium swine facility, improving temperature 
control and supporting optimal research conditions. 
 
Beyond specific facility upgrades and staffing investments, Memorial 
demonstrates a commitment to supporting research through robust 
governance structures, including a Research IT Committee that provides 
input to the university’s IT Governance and Collaboration Council. 
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Research 
Resources 

Ensure Memorial’s researchers 
and students have the essential 
resources available within all 
branches of the library system 
and access to all required 
content not held onsite. 
 

Collection usage data 
as well as document 
delivery metrics. 

Provide efficient and 
effective access to all 
library research 
content required by 
researchers and 
students. 
 

The Libraries continue to play a vital role in supporting research through 
access, development, dissemination and preservation of scholarly 
resources. In FY 2025, researchers and students accessed a robust 
collection comprising 1,500,970 physical titles and 3,454,592 digital titles, 
as evidenced by 1,362,607 catalogue and discovery searches. This access 
resulted in 41,917 physical circulations, 1,720,661 e-journal views and 
338,497 e-book views. Interlibrary loan services facilitated access to an 
additional 936 resources 
 
Access to external resources is strategically enhanced through partnerships 
with Rapido, WorldCat (OCLC) and HathiTrust. Memberships in Canadian 
Research Knowledge Network, Council of Atlantic Academic Libraries, and 
the Canadian Association of Research Libraries. These collaborations 
support the strategic negotiation of electronic resource packages, copyright 
advocacy, print preservation (North/Nord) and repository infrastructure 
(Scholaris). 
 
The Libraries actively support open-access publishing, enabling 217 open 
access publications by Memorial researchers in 2024-25, saving 
approximately $600,000 in Article Processing Charges (APCs). This support 
extends to end-to-end publishing services through Open Journal Systems 
(OJS). 
 
Investments in digital infrastructure and preservation are ensuring the long-
term accessibility of research materials. The Digital Archives Initiative (DAI) 
continues to expand and the acquisition of a new Bookeye 5 V2 PRO 
scanner supports the digitization of rare and fragile materials.  

Management 
and 
Administration 
of Institution’s 
Research 
Enterprise 
 

Continue to increase research 
intensity and provide exemplary 
service in relation to all areas of 
research administration at 
Memorial.  
 
 

Annual metrics have 
been developed to 
track the annual 
progression and 
success of research 
intensity at Memorial.   
 

Maintain and increase 
research intensity. 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial continues to demonstrate strong research intensity, evidenced by 
increased levels of Tri-Agency funding and a consistently high overall 
funding level. This success underscores the effectiveness of Research 
Initiatives and Services’ (RIS) pre- and post-award services in supporting 
researchers in securing external funding. 
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Optimize pre- and post-award 
services offered to Memorial’s 
research community by 
Research Initiatives & Services 
(RIS).   
 
 
Maximize the impact of 
Memorial’s multi-disciplinary 
array of laboratories and 
equipment through the Core 
Research Equipment and 
Instrument Training (CREAIT) 
Network.  
 
 
Provide academic unit resources 
to assist with grants facilitation, 
research development, grant 
administration and project 
management.    
 

 
Research office 
metrics. 
 
 
 
 
 
Metrics for the 
utilization of CREAIT 
facilities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Researcher 
engagement with 
grants facilitation 
within the units and 
continued professional 
development of 
research 
administration staff. 

 
Maintain or improve 
service levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
Maintain or improve 
service levels.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research funding 
success and 
researcher 
participation rates; 
maintain or improve 
financial oversight of 
research. 

 
Memorial continued to prioritize client satisfaction through extensive 
consultations, feedback mechanisms and proactive change initiatives.  
 
 
 
 
 
CREAIT continues to be a valuable resource for researchers, with 583  
CREAIT users, demonstrating the network’s impact on maximizing the 
utilization of Memorial’s core research equipment and instrumentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Research Support Fund (RSF) supported professional development 
opportunities for grants facilitation officers through annual membership 
registrations and conference attendance, including participation in the 2025 
national conference of the Canadian Association of Research 
Administrators. This investment ensures that faculty have access to 
knowledgeable and skilled support for grants facilitation, research 
development and project management. 
 

Regulatory 
Requirements 
and 
Accreditation 

Maintain high-quality support 
for ethical research and teaching 
through Memorial’s Ethics 
Boards and Animal Care and 
Veterinary Resources (ACVR). 
 
 
 
 

Number of researchers 
and graduate students 
involved in human and 
animal research. 
 
 
 
 
 

Maintain or improve 
service levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service levels have been maintained, and workload is on par with that of 
the past five years. The Interdisciplinary Committee on Ethics in Human 
Research (ICEHR) effectively maintained its high level of service, processing 
237 new ethics applications, 121 amendment requests and 585 annual 
updates to ensure ongoing compliance with the Tri-Council Policy 
Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans – TCPS 2 (2022). 
Renewal and closure of ethics clearances for 400 and 134 projects 
respectively demonstrate diligent monitoring and management of human 
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Maintain infrastructure, 
programming and staffing 
necessary to meet regulatory 
standards and to encourage 
excellence and innovation in 
research. 
 
 

 
Proper infrastructure 
for, and care of, 
animals, including 
HVAC, housing, 
procedure and 
behavioural testing 
spaces. Ensure 
appropriate 
environmental 
monitoring to 
safeguard animal 
wellbeing and 
conditions for research.   
 

 
A safe, ethical 
research environment 
within ACVR 
maintaining Canadian 
Council on Animal 
Care (CCAC) 
regulatory 
requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 

research ethics. Proactive follow-up with researchers regarding expired 
clearances further reinforces a commitment to ethical conduct. 
 
The ACVR team has maintained critical infrastructure and staffing levels to 
support ethical animal research. A smooth transition with the Animal Care 
Committee Coordinator, facilitated by a four-week overlap, ensured 
continuity of the ethics-approval process. Continued staffing contracts for 
Animal Technicians and Facility Technicians have been essential to meeting 
regulatory standards and providing appropriate animal care. 
 
The shared-use Animal Resource Centre (ARC) continues to foster 
interdisciplinary collaborations between the faculties of Science, Medicine 
and Pharmacy, demonstrating the positive impact of updated infrastructure 
on research partnerships. 

Intellectual 
Property 

Assist Memorial’s faculty, 
students and staff with 
intellectual property protection, 
commercialization, industry 
engagement, and related 
activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
Inform clients from Memorial’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem on 
intellectual property and 
research commercialization, and 
inform and guide industry on 
accessing expertise at Memorial.  

Offer one-on-one 
meetings, sessions and 
workshops to the 
Memorial community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proactively engage 
with entrepreneurial 
groups and industry. 

Maintain or improve 
service levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maintain or improve 
service levels. 
 

The Research Innovation Office (RIO) continues to actively support the 
development of a thriving innovation ecosystem at Memorial. In the past 
year, RIO assisted 44 start-ups with essential intellectual property (IP) 
advice and funding guidance, demonstrating a commitment to translating 
research into commercial opportunities. This support was complemented 
by eight workshops tailored for entrepreneurial groups and industry 
partners, fostering knowledge sharing and collaboration. 
 
Proactive engagement with the broader innovation community was evident 
through participation in 137 ecosystem partnerships and projects. 
 
 
RIO directly supported the Memorial community through 40 company 
meetings and 680 individual consultations with faculty, students and staff, 
providing expert guidance on intellectual property, research 
commercialization and industry collaboration. 
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