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ABSTRACT:  This talk, on the difference between core-collapse 

supernovae (the end stage of massive stars) and type Ia 

supernovae (when White Dwarfs absorb enough matter from a 

binary partner to reach the Chandrasekhar limit), was first 

presented (last week) to a general audience consisting mostly 

of Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, St. John's Centre 

members. It will be supplemented by a few additional slides 

elaborating on some of the underlying physics. The emphasis 

will be on how these distinct, but similarly violent, stellar ends 

are both the inevitable result of gravitational collapse. 
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