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Introduction
Population aging is happening during a time
of significant social and cultural change.

LGBTQ+ older adults were born, raised, and |
have aged during a time when |

Vemat)

discrimination due to sexual orientation was e TR
- =y
prevalent. ﬁ‘i =
Aging Out:
LG BTQ+ Older adUItS have Mma ny concerns Moving towards queer and trans* competent care for seniors
about aging
Living in Residential Care is a central OMUNITY

BC’S QUEER RESOURCE CENTRE

concern




V Residential Care

Systemic heteronormativity

o The idea that binary gender identity and
heterosexual orientation are the norm

Discrimination

ear of Disclosure




This paper focuses on exploring the concerns that older LGBTQ+
people have about living in residential care facilities.

What is the evidence that LGBTQ+ older adults are concerned about
receiving queer-competent care when moving from independent living
to residential care?
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Search Plan & Selection

1. A hierarchy of evidence and inclusion and exclusion criteria were
developed.

2. A keyword search was conducted in relevant health and social
science databases to locate relevant literature.



Critical Appraisal

The Critical Appraisal Skills Program
(CASP) Qualitative Checklist

ChSP

Critical Appraisal
Skills Programme

4. \Was the recruitment
strategy appropriate to
the aims of the
research?

5. Was the data collected in
a way that addressed the

research issue?

Yes

Can't Tell

Na

Yes

Can't Tell

Na

HINT: Censider

# |fthe researcher has explained how the
participants were selected

s [f they explained why the participants
they selected were the most

appropriate to provide access to the

type of knowledge sought by the study

» |f there are any discussions around
recruitment (e.g. why some people

chose not to take part)

HINT: Consider

« If the setting for the data collection was
justified

= |f it iz clear how data were collecied (eg.
focus group, semi-structured interview
etc)

# |fthe researcher has justified the methods
chosean

= If the researcher has made the methods
explicit (e.g. for interview method, iz there
an indication of how interviews are
conducted, or did they use a topic guide)

» If methods were modified during the
study. If so, has the researcher

explained how and why

» |f the form of data is clear (e.g. tape
recordings, video material, notes etc)

+ If the researcher has discussed
saturaticn of data




Thematic Analysis

ldentified common themes by manually highlighting recurring words,
expressions and phrase.

Further analysis conducted using NVivo12.
o Text search queries



Homophobia




Data Synthesis

A data synthesis matrix was
generated using NVivol2 to
compare themes across each study
without removing the data from its
original context.

NVivo

O Matrix coding queries
o Text search queries

different
sexuality
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Synthesis using NVivo

Text Search Query - Results Preview

by being gay and so * , assessing environments , and placating others
energy on activities such as as an understandable outcome of
having to go back into identity ; assessing their environments for
ndings speak to emotional work - must be seen as an
burdened with the work parts of their identity , assessing
resulting in particular strategies icti (i.e., removing
R . of hidi ng identity :
liberation movement , this 2 when caregivers came
> strategy their :
must see the lives . " They expressed a
threats . Some participants spoke about sexual orientation . They do
to cope with discrimination by to survive , tomorrow's gay and

were associated with this category : when they begin to require



ynthesis using NVivo

Coding references count

Brotman, Ryan & Cormier (2003)

Czaja et al. (2016)

Furlotte, Gladstone, Cosby & Fi...

Matrix Coding Query - Results Preview

Sullivan (2014)

Gabrielson (2011)
Westwood (2016)

Stein, Beckerman & Sherman (...

Row

Willis, Maegusuku-Hewett, Rait...

.Disclosing Sexual Identity
|:|Discrimination
.Vulnerability

.Heterosexual norms and assumg

.Relations with Partner







Five main themes were identified:
1.

P

4.

Themes

Discrimination
Vulnerability
Relationship with partner
Disclosing sexual identity

Heterosexual norms and
assumptions.




Discrimination

Concerns regarding discrimination arose in all studies

Two types of discrimination: o - S

1. Covert ;
2. Overt 12
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Figure 3: Coding for covert and overt discrimination based on gender



Vulnerability

This theme provides insight about how the intersection of old age
and sexual orientation impact LGBTQ+ older adults perceptions of
care.

Across all studies, LGBTQ+ older adults were concerned that as they
age and their health declines, they will be more vulnerable to
discrimination.

This vulnerability appeared to stem from the perceived inability to
stand up for themselves or their partners if they were to be
discriminated against.



Relationship with Partner’s

“Let’s say that we both had to go. Would we be living together? Could we hold
hands? Could we put our arms around each other watching television when
everybody else is straight? | mean, socially it would be totally uncomfortable.
What would it be like if my partner came to visit? How would we visit that would

be acceptable to the rest of the facility?”

(Furlotte et al., 2016)



Disclosing Sexual Identity

| suppose | can’t imagine being in a place where everybody around you would
not know that you had spent all of your life as a lesbian, | mean that would
be, there is no point in living, that would be the worst thing for me if you had
to be completely in the closet with nobody knowing about you and you

couldn’t talk about your life...

(Participant, Willis et al., 2016).



RN T,

Heterosexual Norms and Assumptions

Heteronormativity: being perceived as straight when entering
residential care facilities.

Heterosexist Environment: always being around straight people, only
having access to resources and other forms of media that are
targeted at heterosexual people, having to listen to straight
narratives, and having no social connection to the LGBTQ+
community.
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Older adults are concerned about experiencing discrimination in
residential care facilities.

o gender and age may inform concerns
o compounded effects of experiencing age-related decline

Recognition and acknowledgement of LGBTQ+ identities and same-
sex relationships.

Policy Change.

Training.




Strengths & Limitations

o The data analysis methodology used generated findings that are
robust and transparent.

o One analyst
o Limited literature & missing perspectives






'We're going back into the closet: LGBTQ seniors
wary of being 'out' in long-term care facilities

f (v &) (in) X

Gay seniors say they face a hard choice - hide who they are or deal with
discriminatory backlash

The Generation JThatFought Hardest To Come Out

3y
!2!) Nick Purdon & Leonardo Palleja - CBC News - Posted: jun 28, 2018 4:00 AM ET | Last Updated: june 28 Is Going Back in...To Survive

the first batdes

Aging Out:

Moving towards queer and trans* competent care for seniors Allowing Abuse of Lesbian Resident ...

Lambda Legal Sues Senior Housing Facility for

QMUNITY

BC’S QUEER RESOURCE CENTRE




When returning to the closet
is your only choice...

Many LGB1QI2S scniors fear
going into assisted living centers
and long term cate facilities.
feel they must hide
nd partners

pportunities.

Egale =

Canada Human Rights Trust

ing your independence

shouldn’t mean losing your identity

* Older LGBTQI

* Older Migrants

* Older Refugees

* Older Prisoners

* Older Women

* Older Homeless Persons
* Older Indigenous Persons
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