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| Spectrum
rd _Ihance [CASDA] submltted a proposal to
the __.ederal overnment to create a Canadian

eyce.ved fund.ng for a two-year study of that

autlstlc advocates to serve on theAdwsory
in 2016 |




Over the last four years, most

advisory group have kept in contact. An ongoing,
collective dr’eam of ours has been to create an

Jorganization to bring autistic Canadian voices t

- forefront of research and pollc.fc)cusing on autism.

The Canadian Association for Autistic
Collaboration/Association Canadienne pour %
ollaboratlon Autlsthue [CAAC-ACCA] is a result of

- that dream. We're just getting started, but we
s for what we want to do




. Corey Walker is an autistic self-advocate and
speaker from Prince George, BC. He was
diagnosed with Asperger’s in 2001 while in his early
20s, and since then he has made it his life’s mission
to empower autistics to live the best life possible,
and to educate others about what makes autistics
such wonderful, unique people with proper '
supports. ’

Corey currently holds down two jobs; he is the
Northern Regional Coordinator for AutismBC and
he is a Project Lead for Sinneave Family
Foundation on an exciting project researching
evidence-based best practices for employing
autistic adults.

Corey joined the CAAC as a founding member
because he was tired of the lack of supports that
exist in Canada for autistic adults, especially those
with Asperger’s. He’s hoping that the CAAC will
eventually grow to represent a large segment of the
Canadian autistic adult population, and can be a
powerful voice in advocating for a better quality of
life for its members and others like them. |




Jackie McMillan is a resident of Ontario, and has been
educating and advocating about autism since the 90s,
speaking at local and national conferences, and helping
parents, educators, and supporting professionals to
understand what causes the brain inflammation at the
root of autism challenges, and how to manage it.
Trained in Environmental Health, she practiced as a
Movement Therapist (Trager, Yoga, Brain Gym, etc.)
and an Advanced Trauma Release Professional
(Somato-Emotional Release, German New Medicine,
Shamanic Training from North American and Saami
Indigenous traditions, etc.) until 2011.

At that time, seeing the rates of autism climbing so
quickly, and wanting to spare others the hopelessness
and debility she’d left behind through trial, error, and
digging through research, she shifted to autism
advocacy full time.

Informally diagnosed by a nurse in the family in 1988,
and formally diagnosed in 2008, Jackie’s Thrive With
Autism work can be found at
https://thrivewithautism.ca/




. Trudy grew up in Toronto and graduated high school the
year Asperger’s was put into the DSM-1V. She moved to
St. John’s in 2011 at her parents’ suggestion, and was
finally given an official diagnosis of Asperger’s in 2012 (the
year before the DSM-5 came out).

Since 2013, she has maintained an autism blog (at
https://tagaught.net/) which talks about some of the
struggles and joys of being an autistic adult, to pay forward
the assistance she acquired through reading the blogs of
other autistic adults.

She dove into autism advocacy with the advent of the CAP
Project, joining the Advisory Group, and hasn'’t stopped
since, and hasn’t stopped since, making appearances at
CASDA Leadership Summits (2017, 2018, 2019), and
INSAR Conference 2019. She was elected to the board of
the Autism Society of Newfoundland and Labrador as the
autistic advocate in 2017, and maintains that position at
present.

She has been interested in working on the development of
an autistic-led Canadian organization working to advocate
for autistics since the idea was first considered among the
CAP Project Advisory Group, and is glad to be a part of its
development.



https://tagaught.net/

We found ourseres drsapornted ythe fact that most
‘of the organlzatrons that are supposed to be helprng

us have little-to- no meanlngful autistic adult
|nvolvement |

here are non-autistics who Want autistic |nvoIvement
 but the fact rematns that autistic Canadians do not
ave a strong voice in ‘what is supposedly done on our
behalf ' - - |

Ve }._;, aveoprnions about research pnontres that are




We want to encourage researchers, policymakers

and organizations to give autistics a more
prominent involvement in actual decision-making.

Ne want to have a Canadian-wide organization
ﬂthat is led by autistics, for autistics, and responsive
to the needs of autistics. _ ,

'ant to collate cross-Canada autistics’
'.ns priorities, ideas, and needs, so that we

repre_sent spectrum adults in Canada.




organization giving Autistic

'7epr esen a , or aI

~anadians a‘vo.ce in their future.







Engagmg W|t'f‘ Au'"tlstlc Canadlans to ensure thelr
volces are part of the natlonal dlalogue about autlsm
Prowdlng a forUm for the collectlon and dlssemlnatlon
_of perspectlves from Autistic Canadians.

evelomgasafe and reI|abIe space for Autistic
anad_lans to exchange ideas and information.

_nhancmg the profile of Autistic Canadians as key
~ partners in the development of a broader
understandlng and acce ptan ce of autl_sm




utism researchers to
mform our membershrp of research projects
Ioo,,g for participation, and inform researchers

- of what our membership considers research

p'riOfi‘tieS - _ .

~ Set up sUrveys (Wrth data protection) on

num_erous topics, mcludlng questions around %

Ianguage research prlorrtres Issues of concern,
drdeas




. Open lines of communication to report survey

results to A_ollcmakers and researchers ‘
- Set up a website to act as a clearmghouse for

mformatlon and communication
et up a blog on the website

Set up a forum on the website, for
communlcatlon between members







At present, We have the followmg elthe_r developed or in
evelopment * -

InterV|ewS W|th researchers for our web5|te on what
researcff studles mvolve

TheCreationof_ou r we bSi’*te (at https://caac-acca.cal)

“Questions concerning the development and language
usein our planned surveys

Possmle aSS|stance regardlng data protectlon and
surve;} creatlon



https://caac-acca.ca/

~Inform us of ongoing research in autism, both

provmdal andfederal (Wlth permission)

er researc ers involved in research

regardmgautlsm that we would appreciate belng
mformedofany studies they are doing

. Encourage autism researchers to learn about
and participate in Patient-Oriented Research




 Post calls forpartlc:lpants In researc prOJects
(mostly g_]red toward autistic adults and late
~ teens) on our website as |tdevelops

/ s we grow our membership, post calls for -
~ participation in Patlent -Oriented Research
~ studies/projects

swégam survey information, inform
rs as to what are th_e specmc concerns
this province
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https://caac-acca.ca/

