
Guide to Using

MUNFLA

Research, Visits, Requests, and more!



A Brief History

• MUNFLA stands for the Memorial 

University of Newfoundland 

Folklore and Language Archive

• Founded by folklorists Herbert and 

Violetta 'Letty' Halpert in 1968 as a 

joint creation of the Folklore and 

English departments
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Our Mandate
To facilitate research on Newfoundland and Labrador culture and to 

archive such material in order to make a permanent record for 

future generations that showcases the cultural diversity and richness of 

our province's heritage.
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Our Collection
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• Based on the contributions of students, faculty, 

staff, and other researchers dating back to 1963

• Reflects the teaching and research activities of 

the department over the past 55+ years

• While many documents are still under 

copyright, they are available for personal 

research

• Largest repository of Newfoundland and 

Labrador folklore and oral history

• Collection includes a variety of documents and 

media that cover topics from folk customs, 

beliefs, community or family histories, language, 

music, and more!



Our Collection
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120,000
Survey Cards

50,000
Images

45,000
Audio Recordings

16,500
Manuscripts

15,500 
Vinyl Recordings

2,500
Printed Documents

1,500
Video Recordings

500
Oversized Documents



Using Capelin
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• Accessing Capelin, our searchable online database, is the best way to begin your 

research journey at MUNFLA. It allows you to find out if a record has photographs, 

audio, or other associated items.

• Research visits are by appointment only. When scheduling, you can request specific 

records you've identified on Capelin and we will have them ready for your visit.

https://capelin.library.mun.ca/v/folkloreDirect Link to Capelin:

MUNFLA P2046

https://capelin.library.mun.ca/v/folklore


Using Capelin
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Click on Online Catalogue

https://www.mun.ca/munfla/

https://www.mun.ca/munfla/


Using Capelin
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Enter search 

terms here



Capelin Search Tips
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It is best to search by the following:
• Informant Name
• Donor Name
• Location or Region
• Major or Minor Subjects

MUNFLA has authority lists of specific terms to use for major and minor subjects. 
They can be found on our website here.

https://www.mun.ca/munfla/collection/


Reading Capelin
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Once you have a list of results, you can click "View" to view the catalogue record for the 
document you want to learn more about.

In general, records that have been catalogued recently tend to have more detail than past 
records. MUNFLA is currently working on adding to our online catalogue. 



Reading Capelin
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• Older record- less 

descriptive 

• Donor, informant 

names, location, and 

year of 

creation present.

• The accession 

number corresponds 

to the year the 

record(s) was 

donated to the 

archive.

• Based on the Arrangement 

and Physical Description, 

we know it is a manuscript 

with 4 photographs. The 

photos are black and white 

prints with the shelf list 

numbers P2046-2049.

• When e-mailing us to 
request to see these 
records, you can include 
the Capelin link and/or the 
information. 

• In this case: Accession 
number 76-289, "Folklife 
aspects of Plate Cove East, 
Bonavista Bay" by Kevin 
James Philpott, with 
photos P2046-2049.



Reading Capelin
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• You can click on any 

items in blue to 

continue your search



Reading Capelin
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The results show that there is another record associated with this 
person. Like before, I can click on 'View' to see the catalogue record 
and decide if I would like to request the document for my visit.



Reading Capelin
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Minor and major subjects

Audio cassette

What is in the record and 

why it was created



# Missus Monday
• A number of the informant names in our records are unidentified women. For example, 

Mrs. Bill Jones, Mrs. Dooley. 

• When we come across these records, MUNFLA will share them on our social media (on 

Mondays) in the hopes that someone will know the name of the informant and we can 

record their full name and give them full credit for their contributions to the archive.

• We have been able to name a number of previously unidentified women thanks to this 

initiative. If you are interested in helping us, please review our posts and contact us if you 

have information.
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Why Visit Us
• MUNFLA's collections are (barring a few 

exceptions) not online or on the MUN DAI.

• Visiting us in person allows you to look at the 

original documents, as well as consult our 

information cabinets not found elsewhere.

• Our staff are friendly and would be 

enthusiastic to help you use the archive 

for  research. It is one of the best parts of our 
work!

• If you are unable to travel to St. John's but 
want to access specific records, you can 

contact us to discuss the possibility of 

ordering digitized records. Copy and service 

fees can be found on our website here.
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Why visit?

https://www.mun.ca/munfla/about/copying-and-service-fees/


Planning Your Visit

• MUNFLA is open to researchers by appointment only Monday to 

Friday, 10am to 4pm (based on staff availability).

• Please e-mail us at munfla@mun.ca or call (709) 864-8401 to arrange 

an appointment.

• If you have consulted Capelin and know which records you would like 

to view, please let us know so we can have them ready for your visit.

• If you can't find a surname in our database, please contact us. It is 

possible we have records in backlog.
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mailto:munfla@mun.ca
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Visiting

• MUNFLA is located on the fourth floor of the Education building, in the 

Folklore department, ED 4038.
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Link to Parking Information

MUN Visitor Parking Request Form



Keep in Touch!

For updates on MUNFLA, you can also find us on Bluesky, Facebook, 

and Instagram, or check out our website!
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MUNFLA on Facebook

MUNFLA on Instagram

MUNFLA on Bluesky

Our website

Donate to MUNFLA
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