Guide to Using
MUNFLA

Research, Visits, Requests, and more!
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A Brief History

« MUNFLA stands for the Memorial
University of Newfoundland
Folklore and Language Archive

* Founded by folklorists Herbert and
Violetta 'Letty’ Halpert in 1968 as a
joint creation of the Folklore and
English departments
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Our Mandate

To facilitate research on Newfoundland and Labrador culture and to
archive such material in order to make a permanent record for
future generations that showcases the cultural diversity and richness of
our province's heritage.




Our Collection

Based on the contributions of students, faculty,
staff, and other researchers dating back to 1963

Reflects the teaching and research activities of
the department over the past 55+ years

While many documents are still under
copyright, they are available for personal
research

Largest repository of Newfoundland and
Labrador folklore and oral history

Collection includes a variety of documents and
media that cover topics from folk customs,
beliefs, community or family histories, language,
music, and more!




Our Collection

120,000
Survey Cards

50,000

Images

45,000

Audio Recordings

16,500

Manuscripts

15,500
Vinyl Recordings

2,500

Printed Documents

1,500

Video Recordings

500

Oversized Documents




Using Capelin

Accessing Capelin, our searchable online database, is the best way to begin your

research journey at MUNFLA. It allows you to find out if a record has photographs,
audio, or other associated items.

Research visits are by appointment only. When scheduling, you can request specific
records you've identified on Capelin and we will have them ready for your visit.

MUNFLA P2046



https://capelin.library.mun.ca/v/folklore
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Using Capelin

SEARCH
JNII\;E.R:SI‘;I'Y ] ALUMNI| / FACULTY & STAFF / STUDENTS / VISITORS
MUNFLA
About Collection Guidelines and Forms News and Events Students Contact Us More

Welcome



https://www.mun.ca/munfla/

Using Capelin

m Online Public Access Catalog

Collections ~ ~ About v  Askaquestion  MUN Libraries  Library Catalogue/OneSearch Help

The MUN Folklore and Language Enter search
Archive terms here

Advanced Search My Saved Items

50 wv|entries

f 13,931 entries

Accession Number IF Collector

Interv
Daisy

St John's Folk 3 Noonan, Bridget; 5t. John ts Council
Terry
, Fred (via Philip Hiscock)
nstance
nstance

A Critique Oki, Peter T.
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Capelin Search Tips

The MUN Folklore and Language
Archive

Advanced Search My Saved Items

Show 50 w entries

‘__:I"|O'~"'.'iﬂg‘| to 24 of 24 entries

Accession Number

ional naming patterns of Plate (
Newfoundland.

rths of Plate ¢

Reflections of life in Plate Cove East, Bonavista

Collector

Search:

Plate Cove East



https://www.mun.ca/munfla/collection/
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Reading Capelin

sShow | 50 w | entries Search: | Plate Cove East

Accession Number H Collector

Traditional naming patterns of Plate Cove East, Bonavista  Dooley, John

Bay, Newfoundland.
Fishing berths of Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay. Philpott, Kevin J. (student collector)

Reflections of life in Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay.

Raymond, William P. (student collector)

10
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ed

ear
OrganizationfArrangement

Physical Description

ding Capelin

Folklife aspects of Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay.

In James

ard, Mr. (informant)
nnan, Mr_ (ir
hin, P_{

Philpott, Jehn (Jack) {informant)
Philportr, nformant)

Philpott, Thomas (informant)

Philpott, Catherine (informant)
Philpott, Mrs. (informant)
] Mr. (informant)
I, Jim {
Blate Cove Eas avista B

manuscript (62 p

ndland and Labrador

1



eading Capelin

Accession Mumber
Title Folklife aspects of Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay.
Colle Philpott, in James

Subject Aylward, Mr. (informant)
Brennan, Mr. (informant)
Cashin, P.{informant)
dward (informant)

1, W
John (]
{informant)

Philpott, Thomas (informant)

Philp
Philpott, Catherine (informant)
Philpott, Mrs. (informant)

g ormant)

Plate Cove Eas avista Bay oundland and Labrador

Year 1976

OrganizationfArrangement MUMFLA P2046-2049 (black and white prints)

Physical Description rmanuscript (62 pages.) & diagrams. 1 chart. 4 photographs.
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Reading Capelin

Basic Search | TG lels BE fu)) My Saved ltems

ugh, Michael (informant)

and

and

search

Showi ng 1 to 2 of 2 entries (filtered from 13,931 total entries)
show| 50 v entries

Accession Number 1F  Title Collector

Folklife aspects of Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay. Philpott, Kevin James

vtelling, singing and beliefs Ryan, Sister Thel

=R
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Reading Capelin

Accession Number 96-573
Title Reflections of life in Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay.
Collector/Donor Raymond, William P. {(student collector)

Scope and Content Collection consists of & 15 page typed manuscript and an audio interview. Interview was conducted by William P. Raymond with Sarah
o Murphy in December 1980 in St John's, Avalon Peninsula, Newfoundland and Labrador. The materials in this collection were
What is in the record and submitted as an assignment for the MUN Folklore 3030 course, Folklore and Education, instructed by Dr. Larry Small during the

why it was created winter of 1980 semester

Subject Murphy, Sarah (Informant)
alcohol
Christmas
custom
education
fisheries
foodways
perscnal experience narrativ . . .
religion Minor and major subjects
Qral history (majar subject)
Plate Cove East, Bonavista Bay, Newfoundland and Labrador
5t John's, Avalon Peninsula, Newfoundland and Labrador

Year 1880

Organization/Arrangement audio: F31950c Audio cassette

Physical Description 0.2 cm of textual records. manuscript {15 p. typed). 1 sudio cassette (maximum 60 min.).
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# Missus Monday

A number of the informant names in our records are unidentified women. For example,
Mrs. Bill Jones, Mrs. Dooley.

« When we come across these records, MUNFLA will share them on our social media (on
Mondays) in the hopes that someone will know the name of the informant and we can
record their full name and give them full credit for their contributions to the archive.

- We have been able to name a number of previously unidentified women thanks to this

initiative. If you are interested in helping us, please review our posts and contact us if you
have information.

15



7/10/2026

Why visit?

« MUNFLA's collections are (barring a few
exceptions) not online or on the MUN DAI.

« Visiting us in person allows you to look at the
original documents, as well as consult our
information cabinets not found elsewhere.

« Our staff are friendly and would be
enthusiastic to help you use the archive
for research. It is one of the best parts of our
work!

« If you are unable to travel to St. John's but
want to access specific records, you can
contact us to discuss the possibility of
ordering digitized records. Copy and service
fees can be found on our website here.



https://www.mun.ca/munfla/about/copying-and-service-fees/
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Planning Your Visit

* MUNFLA is open to researchers by appointment only Monday to
Friday, 10am to 4pm (based on staff availability).

* Please e-mail us at or call (709) 864-8401 to arrange
an appointment.

* If you have consulted Capelin and know which records you would like
to view, please let us know so we can have them ready for your visit.

* If you can't find a surname in our database, please contact us. It is
possible we have records in backlog.


mailto:munfla@mun.ca
mailto:munfla@mun.ca
mailto:munfla@mun.ca
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Visiting

« MUNFLA is located on the fourth floor of the Education building, in the
Folklore department, ED 4038.

Link to Parking Information

MUN Visitor Parking Request Form 18
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Keep in Touch!

For updates on MUNFLA, you can also find us on Bluesky, Facebook,

and Instagram, or check out our website!

MUNFLA on Bluesky

MUNFLA on Instagram

MUNFLA on Facebook

Our website

oA
E’f" + EI

1
Donate to MUNFLA Efi“-gﬂ:
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