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Faculty Council 
Minutes 

Tuesday, September 17, 2024 

4:30 pm 
 

Attendees:  Zaina Albalawi, Stacey Alexander, Lindsay Alcock, Janna Andronowski, Kris Aubrey-
Bassler, Zoe Breen, Valerie Booth, Lisa Breen, Tracey Bridger, Jennifer Connor, Jim 
Connor, Patricia Cousins, Peter Daley, Paul Dancey, Norah Duggan, Ann Dorward, Jessica 
Esseltine, Alison Farrell, Heather Flynn, Kelly Foss, Jamie Green, Taryn Hearn, Tina 
Hickey, Zhanne Hopkinson, Edward Kendall, Dolores McKeen, Virginia Middleton, 
Danielle O’Keefe, Tracy Osmond, Jordan Pike, Ed Randell, Kristen Romme, Rod Russell, 
Eric Sala, Tev Stachniak, Pamela Snow, Michelle Swab, Paul Tucker, Amanda Tzenov, 
Brenda Wilson 

 
Regrets:  Simon Kirby, Kara Laing, Gerry Mugford, Amy Pieroway, Laurie Twells 
 

Topic Details Action Item and 
Person Responsible 

Welcome and 
Introduction 

- Dr. McKeen welcomed everyone to the meeting 
both in person and virtually. 

- Welcomed everyone and new members were 
introduced. 

 

• Review of Agenda 
• Conflict of Interest 

- Dr. McKeen asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the agenda.  

- COI - none noted; agenda approved. 

 

Review and approval of 
prior minutes of 
September 17, 2024 

- Dr. Ann Dorward moved approval of the minutes; 
seconded by Dr. Ed Kendall. Minutes approved. 

 

Vote on Notice of 
Motion: M.D. Vision 
Program 

- Dr. Tzenov provided a presentation on the M.D. 
Vision Program.  

- The Vision Program is a pathway for low 
socioeconomic status applicants to apply to medical 
school at Memorial. 
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- The program aims to improve diversity in the 
matriculating class and contribute to physician 
capacity building in Newfoundland. 

- Funding through the program covers expenses such 
as MCAT prep materials, application fees, and seat 
deposits. 

- There may be potential for additional funding 
sources if the program becomes successful. 

- The implementation of the vision program to waive 
application costs for medical school applicants was 
approved. 

- The Notice of Motion was circulated via email on 
September 4, 2024. 

- The proposal was well received. There was 
discussion surrounding tuition, communications, and 
to confirm that NL residents are the target group for 
this program. 

- Motion received support from Faculty Council. 
Motion was carried. 

Library Update - Ms. Alcock provided a presentation on the Research 
Supports offered by the Library team for UGME 
research projects, Research Data Management 
(RDM), systematic & scoping reviews, meta-analysis, 
Research Repository, Open Access authors fund and 
Academic Integrity (copyright, plagiarism, AI).  

- The upgrades and additions to the Library space 
including the removal of the circulation desk, more 
study space, bicycle desks and a Decompress room. 

- Dolores thanked Lindsay and the Library team for all 
their hard work and support. 

 

Dean’s Updates Dr. McKeen reported: 
National 
- There have been several special AFMC board 

meetings over the summer months. Will be 
attending next in person meeting on October 28-29, 
2024. 

- ICAM will be held April 3-6, 2024 in Halifax. 
- CMA Apology for Indigenous Peoples is scheduled 

for September 18, 2024 starting at 5:30 pm NL time 
from Victoria, BC. Will be live streaming the 
ceremony from Lecture D. Dr. Paula Cashin, Faculty 
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Lead, Indigenous at Memorial is the vice-chair of the 
CMA Board of Directors and will be participating in 
the ceremony and discussions in person. You are 
welcome to join either in person or through the live 
stream option. 

Memorial 
- Alumni Tribute Awards to be held on October 9, 

2024 at the Emera Innovation Centre. Three of the 
four recipients are Medicine alumni.  
- Alumna of the Year - Dr. Janice Fitzgerald, 

B.Sc.'90, B.Med.Sci.'94, MD'94, MPH'16 
- J.D. Eaton Award - Dr. Lee Errett, B.Med.Sci.'75, 

MD'77 
- Outstanding Community Service Award - Dr. 

Arthur Rideout, B.Med.Sci.'86, MD'88 
- Dr. Ann Dorward has been elected to serve on 

Senate. There are currently two (2) vacancies on 
Senate for Medicine. 

Health Authority 
- Continue to represent the FoM on the NLHS board. 
- Travelling to Happy Valley-Goose Bay for a NLHS 

board meeting and while there will be doing site 
visits to Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Wabush, Labrador 
City and St. Anthony. 

Medicine 
- Have been re-appointed for another year as Dean of 

Medicine. 
- President search continues with early consultative 

work currently happening with partners and 
stakeholders. 

- Affiliation agreement is almost finalized. Thank you 
to Ms. Raelene Lee, Mr. Paul Tucker and Ms. Tracey 
Pittman for all their hard work. 

- There will be an annual Preceptor Symposium on 
October 17 and 18, 2024 in St. John’s. 

- There was an opportunity to name the new digital 
display unit in the foyer on the Health Sciences side 
of the FoM. Jennifer Armstrong submitted the 
winning name of “InFoM”. 

- Looking at opportunities on how to engage clinical 
and non-clinical faculty. In particular around 
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professional development, support career 
advancement, and leadership development. 

- Thank you to Paul Tucker and Stacey Moran on their 
work with wellness initiatives. The FoM now has a 
new fitness space with a variety of gym equipment; 
yoga is being offered as a pilot program during the 
fall semester on Tuesdays and Thursdays; infant 
feeding room in the old space occupied by CEP; 
wellness room, and bike desks; continued 
development of the gardens and addition of sweet 
grass which are all in line with the Okanagan Charter, 
Muslim prayer room and continuing to work on a 
smudging site. 

PEI Regional Campus 
Update 

- Update deferred to the November meeting.  

Senate Update - Dr. Kendall provided a verbal update on September’s 
Senate meeting. He noted that Dr. Kathryn Simonsen 
is now the new Speaker of the Senate meetings. The 
September meeting was the first for this new role. It 
was a positive meeting. 

- University Marshall is now Dr. Kirby Shannahan. 
- The presentation on EDI-AR did not go ahead. 
- There was a motion raised for a Student Day of 

Action for September, which would allow students 
to miss a class without academic prejudice. Motion 
was passed. 

- There was no update on the Ode. A request was 
made to continue the pause of the Ode for the fall 
convocation. 

- There are seven (7) decanal searches in various 
stages, interviews for the VP Admin will be 
happening soon, VP Marine Institute advertisement 
has been posted and the VP Grenfell advertisement 
has been drafted. 

- The President is in regular meetings with 
government regarding the budget. 

- New Board of Regents Chair is Mr. Justin Lahda; Ms. 
Lisa Russell is the Board of Regents Executive 
Director. 

- Reiterated the importance of Senate and 
encouraged faculty to attend. Only full-time faculty 
members are eligible to be Senators, however, part-
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time faculty can participate in committees if 
interested. 

Academic Search 
Updates 

Dr. McKeen provided an update on behalf of Ms. Tracey 
Pittman. 
- Dr. Edward Kendall has been appointed as Associate 

Dean BMS, and Dr. Amanda Tzenov has been 
appointed as Assistant Dean of Admissions. 

- Interviews are ongoing for the Associate Dean of 
LWS. Dr. Heather Flynn is serving as interim. 

- Interviews have been scheduled for the Associate 
Dean of PHAHS.  

- Committees have been formed for the Associate 
Dean of PGME Search, and Associate Dean of OPED 
Review. 

- Forming search committees for the Chair of 
Emergency Medicine and Chair of Oncology 

- Dean of Library will start the search for the next 
Associate Dean for the Health Sciences Library. 

- New Faculty hires include: 
- BMS - Dr. Incognito 

- Geriatric Medicine – Dr. Babb, and Dr. Pridham, 
and Neurologist, Dr. Jeddore to support Geriatric 
Medicine Program 

- ObsGyne – Dr. Holoway and Dr. Azher 

- Pathology – Dr. Osmond and Dr. Fitzpatrick 

- New Research Director in Anesthesia – Dr. 
Warden 

- Faculty searches underway in Lab Medicine and 
Pediatrics 

- New hires for the Faculty Affairs portfolio include a 
new Manager of Faculty Affairs and a Renewals 
Secretary. 

- The P&T cycle for 2024 -2025 academic year has 
begun. Thank you to our committee members and 
the candidates under review. 

 

Any Other Business  - none  
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Adjournment - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 
15, 2024, 4:30 pm. 

 

 
 


