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Faculty and Staff Update:

The Discipline of Laboratory Medicine extends
congratulations to Dr. Stephanie Reid on her
recent appointment as Program Director of our
Diagnostics and Molecular Pathology residency
program and to Dr. Madeline Fitzpatrick on her
recent appointment as Assistant Program Director
of our Diagnostics and Molecular Pathology
residency program

Congratulations to
our graduating
PGY5, Dr. Kylie
Everard who will be
moving to Toronto
to complete a
fellowship in
Hematopathology.

Welcome to Raniru Randunu, our Postdoctoral
Clinical Chemistry Program’s first learner.

Welcome to Taylor Morgan, who will be starting
her Master’s this fall with Dr. Randell. Taylor is
currently here in our discipline on a Summer
Undergraduate Research Award (SURA) working
with Dr. Randell on a new LC-MS/MS method
development.

Achievements & Activities:

Congratulations to Dr. Luis Gai, our 2024
recipient of the Award for Faculty
Excellence in Education in Laboratory
Medicine and to Dr. Simrin Sennik,
our 2024 recipient of the Award for
Resident Excellence in Diagnostics
and Molecular Pathology.

Recipients of these awards are nominated by
their peers within the discipline.

In August 2024, Dr. Simon Kirby published a

collaborative article to the Canadian Journal of

Pathology titled “Carcinoma of the tympanic

membrane: A case report of an interesting and

unusual lesion”. Dr. Kirby was also involved in

collaborative research on Non-Surgical
Rhinoplasty: Critical Blind Spots — Patients
Don’t Know What They Don’t Know.

Dr. Samuel Bourassa-Blanchette and Dr. Robert
Taylor published a collaborative article
together January of this year in Access
Microbiology titled “First case report of
disseminated gonococcal arthritis in
Newfoundland and Labrador”.

Dr. Taylor also collaborated on the published
Guidelines for the Prevention, Diagnosis, and
Management of Urinary Tract Infections in
Pediatrics and Adults.

Dr. Bourassa-Blanchette also made several other
collaborative publications including: “Ten Clinical
Pearls in Microbiology: “How is ceftobiprole used
in Canada: the CLEAR study final results” in
Expert Review of Anti-Infective Therapy in July
2024, How Effective Collaboration Optimizes
Patient Care” in The American Journal of
Medicine in September 2024, and in November
2024, “Just the facts: considerations and
management of fever in the returning traveler”
in the Canadian Journal of Emergency Medicine.

Dr. Nash Denic and PGY1, Dr. Raza Syed

published an article in the Journal of Public

Health in February 2025 titled “Polysubstance
toxicity deaths in Newfoundland and Labrador:
a retrospective study”.
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Dr. Jane Barron has been working with The
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto and other
researchers in NL on a gene change in NL
patients that may increase cancer risks in some
families. The project recently received ethics
approval for their survey titled: “patient and
public survey of individuals affected with -82G>C
variant”.

Our Postdoctoral Clinical Chemistry Program
interim accreditation document was submitted
March 31, 2025 and accepted it’s first learner,
July 1, 2024.

Dr. Jane Barron has been reappointed to the

Royal College’s Committee on Specialties for the
2025-2027 term. This is her second term serving
on this committee.

Our discipline secretary,
Kristen Rose, convocated
from Mun, May 2025 with a
Bachelor of Business
Administration.

Discipline Events & Activities:

The Discipline hosted its Annual Research Day
virtually on November 22, 2024. PGY2 - Dr.
Fatimah Sorefan-Mangou and PGY5 - Dr. Kylie
Everard were our Research Day 2024 winners.
Dr. Sorefan-Mangou went on to present at the
Faculty of Medicine’s Research Day Symposium
on February 3, 2025.

Dr. Matthew Cecchini, an Anatomical Pathologist
and Associate Professor at the Schulich School of
Medicine & Dentistry London, Ontario was our
2024 Research Day guest speaker. Dr. Cecchini

gave a presentation on The Path to Artificial
General Intelligence in Diagnostics: Advancing
from Al to Agentic Al in Pathology

DISCIPLINE OF
LABORATORY MEDICINE RESEARCH DAY 2024

THE PATH TO ARTIFICIAL GENERAL
INTELLIGENCE IN DIAGNOSTICS:

ADVANCING FROM Al TO AGENTIC Al IN PATHOLOGY

Date: N 22,2024

The Discipline of Laboratory Medicine also
participated in the Canadian Medical Hall of
Fame’s Discovery Day on May 21, 2025. PGY3,
Dr. Eric Lentz hosted a workshop and PGY4, Dr.
Chantel Zern and faculty member, Dr. Stephanie
Reid participated in the career panel. Discovery
Day is an annual
event that
promotes careers in
medicine to high
school students.
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Our annual CaRMS match occurred in March. We
successfully matched 1 of our positions. Our new
PGY1, Dr. Allison Nichols will join our program in
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Discipline of Laboratory Medicine faculty,
resident or staff accomplishments and
upcoming events can be shared with our
discipline administrative staff members for
publishing in future newsletters.
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