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The Laboratory Report 

Faculty and Staff Update: 
 

The Discipline of Laboratory Medicine extends 
congratulations to Dr. Darren O’Rielly on his 
recent GFT appointments with the Faculty of 
Medicine. Dr. Jane Barron’s 
appointment as discipline 
Chair has been extended 
for another year. 
 
Congratulations to our 
graduating PGY5’s, Dr. 
Simrin Sennik and Dr. 
Sherine Salama.  
 
The Discipline also extends 
congratulations and well 
wishes to Dr. Lucinda 
Whitman on her upcoming 
retirement in July 2024.  
 

 
 
 

Achievements & Activities: 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Berna Aslan, Dr. Ed Randell 

and Dr. Jane Barron on the recent accreditation 

of the Postdoctoral Clinical Chemistry program. 

The program has been accredited by the CACB.  

Congratulations to Dr. Fei-Yu Han on achieving 

her 20 years of service with the Faculty of 

Medicine milestone.  

On May 24, 2024 Dr. Jane Barron will be awarded 

the CCPE credential. This credential recognizes 

physicians that have demonstrated leadership 

capabilities, knowledge, and skills needed to 

direct and influence change in the healthcare 

system. 

Dr. Simon Kirby published two 

collaborative articles to the Journal of 

Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery. 

In February 2023 he published “The role 

of artificial intelligence in the treatment 

of obstructive sleep apnea” and in May 

2023 he published “Kruppel‑family zinc 

finger proteins as emerging epigenetic 

biomarkers in head and neck squamous 

cell carcinoma”.   

Congratulations to Dr. Vinita Thakur on 

achieving Diplomateship (Dip R C Path) 

of Royal College of Pathologists, London 

(U.K.) in June 2023 and Diplomateship of 

National Registry of Certified Chemists 

(NRCC), USA in August 2023. Dr. Thakur also 

published two collaborative articles in 2023. In 

April 2023, Dr. Thakur published “Establishing 

quality indicators for point of care glucose 

testing: recommendations from the Canadian 

Society for Clinical Chemists Point of Care Testing 

and Quality Indicators Special Interest Groups” in 

CCLM. Dr. Thakur also published “Practical Tips 

for Paediatricians: Challenges with point of care 

glucose measurements for management of 

hypoglycemia in neonates” in the Paediatrics & 

Child Health journal.  

Dr. Berna Aslan received research funding for her 

project: “Development and validation of a clinical 

LC-MS/MS based method for plasma renin 

activity and aldosterone for the screening and 

classification of primary hyperaldosteronism”. 

Dr. Edward Randell received research funding for 

his project: “An experimental evaluation of use of 
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earlobe blood sampling and 

analysis by point of care 

instruments”. 

Dr. Luis Gai served on the 

Executive Committee of the Royal College 2023 

Anatomical Pathology Exam Board. There is a 

high level of commitment required of every 

Fellow who volunteers to share their knowledge 

and expertise.  

Dr. Offiong Ikpatt was appointed to MUN’s 

Senate Committee on Elections, Committees and 

Bylaws for a 3-year term. Dr. Ikpatt and PGY3 - 

Dr. Chantel Zern received research funding for 

the project: “Clinical (non-legal) autopsies serves 

several important roles”. Dr. Ikpatt also received 

research funding for his project: “Restoring 

Biomarkers Testing Services to NL Health 

System”. 

 
Discipline Events & Activities: 

The Discipline hosted its Annual Research Day 
virtually on November 17, 2023. PGY1 - Dr. 
Fatimah Sorefan-Mangou and PGY5 - Dr. Simrin 
Sennik were our Research Day 2023 winners. Dr. 
Sennik went on to present at the Faculty of 
Medicine’s Research Day Symposium on   
February 5, 2024.  

Dr. David Huntsman, 
a pathologist and 
clinical molecular 
geneticist at the 
University of British 
Columbia and 
Canada’s Research 
Chair in Molecular 
and Genomic 

Pathology was our 2024 Research Day guest 
speaker. Dr. Huntsman gave a talk on 

Oncopathology and Gynecologic Cancer Control. 

The Discipline of Laboratory 
Medicine also participated in the 
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame’s 
Discovery Day on April 23, 2024. 
This has been the first in-person 

Discovery Day event since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. PGY3 – Dr. Chantel Zern hosted 
a workshop titled “A Day in the Life of a 
Pathology Resident”. Approximately 40 high 
school students attended the workshop. 

 

 
 
Our annual CaRMS match occurred in March. 
While we didn’t match in the first round, we 
entered the second round in April and matched 
our 2 positions. Our 2 new PGY1s, Dr. Raza Syed 
and Dr. Victor Omiwole will join our program in 
July 2024. 
 

 
 
 

Discipline of Laboratory Medicine faculty, 
resident or staff accomplishments and upcoming 

events can be shared with our discipline 
administrative staff members for publishing in 

future newsletters. 

Diagnostic & Molecular Pathology Residents, May 2024 


