
 
 
 
 

Volume 6. April 2023 

 

  

 

The Laboratory Report 

Faculty and Staff Update: 
 

The Discipline of Laboratory Medicine extends 
congratulations to Dr. Berna Aslan who has been 
appointed as Program Director of the upcoming 
Postdoctoral Clinical Chemistry Program. 
 
The Discipline also bids farewell to Dr. Andrea 
Simmonds, Assistant Professor and Assistant 
Program Director.   
 

Achievements & Activities: 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Ed Randell and Dr. Youssef 

Massamiri on their collaborative manuscript 

“Pediatric reference interval verification for 17 

specialized immunoassays and cancer markers on 

the Abbott Alinity i system in the CALIPER cohort 

of healthy children and adolescents” that was 

recently accepted and published in CCLM. Dr. 

Randell has also been chosen to receive the CSCC 

Award for Research Excellence for 2023. This 

award is to recognize contributions made 

throughout his career to advance research in 

clinical biochemistry and laboratory medicine. 

PGY4 – Dr. Simrin Sennik and Dr. Sarah Finch 

contributed to a multi-institutional study titled 

“Necrosis is associated to progression-free 

survival, 

metastasis-free 

survival, and 

overall survival in a 

multi-centric 

Canadian analysis 

of 79 vulvo-vaginal 

melanomas” that 

was presented at 

the 2023 USCAP 

meeting.  

 

Dr. Jane Barron is a co-investigator of a team led 
by Dr. Uri Tabori (Hospital for Sick Children) that 
received funding for a five-year CIHR grant. The 
project is titled: “Uncovering the mechanism and 
impact of novel genetic and epigenetic promoter 
alterations on tissue-specific mismatch repair 
deficient cancers”. Drs. Reid, Pirzada and 
Simmonds are collaborators for this grant.  
 
Drs. Barron and Zahariadis are currently 
completing the Advanced Physician Leadership 
course offered by the Gardiner Centre. This is the 
first offering of this course. In Mid April, Dr. 
Barron will be completing the last of the five 
courses needed to receive the CMA Joule 
Physician Leadership institute (PLI) certificate. 
 
Dr. Simon Kirby has published two collaborative 
articles to the Journal of Otolaryngology - Head & 
Neck Surgery for 2023. In January his 
collaborative article “Intraoperative video 
recording in otolaryngology for surgical 
education: evolution and considerations” was 
published and his collaborative article “The role 
of artificial intelligence in the treatment of 
obstructive sleep apnea” was published in 
February. Dr. Kirby also has another collaborative 
article accepted for publication to Journal of 
Otolaryngology – Health and Neck Surgery titled 
“Kruppel-family zinc finger proteins as emerging 
epigenetic biomarkers in head and neck 
squamous cell carcinoma". 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Vinita Thakur. USA Today 

picked up the press release on the recent 

Reproductive POCT Guidance Document that she 

co-authored. USA Today requested AACC write 

an article referencing the guidance for a recent 

supplement. This is the first-time mainstream 

media has picked up one of AACC Academy’s 

Guidance Documents. Dr. Thakur’s collaborative 

article on laboratory cost analysis and savings on 

purchase of QC and Calibrators in Health Sciences 
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Center and St. Clare’s lab has been published in 

the “Clinical Biochemistry” journal. 

Congratulations to Dr. Amrah Pirzada who will 

achieve her 20 years of service milestone with 

Memorial University on April 11th of this year.  

 
Discipline Events & Activities: 

 
The Discipline hosted its Annual Research Day 
virtually on December 2, 2022. PGY2 - Dr. 
Chantel Zern and PGY4 - Dr. Simrin Sennik were 
our Research Day 2022 winners. Dr. Zern went 
on to present at the Faculty of Medicine’s 
Research Day Symposium on January 30, 2023.  
 
Our annual CaRMS match occurred in March. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t match in the first 
round. We will enter the second round in April.  
 

Congratulations to Dr. Berna Aslan, Dr. Ed Randell 
and Dr. Jane Barron who are in the final stages of 
establishing a 3-year, NL government funded 
Postdoctoral Clinical Chemistry program. The 
program will be accredited by the CACB. 
Accreditation site visits have been scheduled for 
May. Dr. Berna Aslan, Dr. Ed Randell and Dr. Jane 
Barron have been working on a new Postdoctoral 
Clinical Chemistry Program for the past 18 
months. Dr. Aslan will be Program Director, and 
there will be some faculty from other provinces 
involved in the teaching of the learners in this 
program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discipline of Laboratory Medicine faculty, 

resident or staff accomplishments and upcoming 
events can be shared with our discipline 

administrative staff members for publishing in 
future newsletters. 

 
 


