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The Laboratory Report 

Faculty and Staff Update: 
 

The Discipline of Laboratory Medicine extends 
congratulations to Dr. Simon Kirby who was 
reappointed to the position of Program Director, 
to Dr. Yuan Gao on his recent GFT appointment 
with our discipline, and to PGY3 resident Dr. 
Jeremy O’Brien who was appointed to the position 
of Administrative Resident. The Discipline also 
extends its congratulations and well wishes to Dr. 
Carolyn Morris-Larkin on her upcoming retirement 
in August 2022. 

 
 

Achievements & Activities: 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Ed Randell and his team on 

being awarded the 2021 MRF Cox Award for their 

application entitled “Assay Development for 

measurement of B-vitamins and intermediates in 

biochemical pathways using biological fluids and 

tissues form a Murine animal model for stroke”. 

The application was assessed by the MRF Review 

Committee, and its score and ranking was 

reviewed by the MRF Board of Directors. That 

information was used as part of the process to 

determine which applications would receive one 

of the limited number of research grants 

available in this competition. Dr. Randell has also 

had two collaborative publications in 2022, one 

titled “Restricting Branched-Chain Amino Acids 

within a High-Fat Diet Prevents Obesity.” and 

another titled “Metabolomic Signatures for the 

Longitudinal Reduction of Muscle Strength over 

10 Years”.  

Dr. Jane Barron received a CAME 

2022 Certificate of Merit which 

promotes, recognizes and rewards 

faculty committed to medical 

education in Canadian medical 

schools. Dr. Barron is working on a 

collaborative research proposal titled “Germline 

Genetic and Epigenetic Promoter Alterations 

Predispose to Tissue Specific Mismatch Repair 

Deficient Cancers”. Dr. Barron also had a 

collaborative manuscript titled “Investigating the 

NLRP3 Inflammasome and its Regulator miR-223-

3p in Multiple Sclerosis and Experimental 

Demyelination” accepted for publication.  

Dr. Simon Kirby had an article titled “Barriers of 
Artificial Intelligence Implementation in the 
Diagnosis of Obstructive Sleep Apnea” published 
in the Journal of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck 
Surgery. 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Robert Taylor who passed 

his FCCM board exam in April 2022.  

Dr. Angela Tate and PGY2 Dr. Kylie Everard 

submitted their case report: A Plasma Cell 

Neoplasm Imitating a Carcinoid for review. 

Dr. Vinita Thakur’s work as a group leader for 

fetal lactate POCT guidelines formulation in 

collaboration with AACC POCT working group was 

accepted for publication in the Journal of Applied 

Laboratory Medicine as a global “guidance 

document on the Use of Point-of-Care Testing in 

Fertility and Reproduction”. 

Dr. Darren O’Rielly has already made 3 

publications in 2022 including “Practice 

Guidelines for BRCA1/2 Tumour Testing in 

Ovarian Cancer”, “Splice-Altering Variant in 

ATP11A Maps to DFNA33 and Causes Non-

Syndromic Hearing Loss”, and “Mutational 
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Landscape of Autism Spectrum Disorder Brain 

Tissue”. 

Dr. Amrah Pirzada had a collaborative case report 

published in the International Journal of 

Gynecological Pathology titled “A Constellation of 

Rare Gynecological Malignancies and Familial 

Adenomatous Polyposis Gastrointestinal 

Adenocarcinoma: A Case Report”. 

Dr. George Zahariadis has also had two 

publications so far in 2022, one titled “Linear 

Regression Equations to Predict β-Lactam, 

Macrolide, Lincosamide, and Fluoroquinolone 

MICs from Molecular Antimicrobial Resistance 

Determinants in Streptococcus pneumoniae” and 

another titled “Correlation between Phenotypic 

and In Silico Detection of Antimicrobial 

Resistance in Salmonella Enterica in Canada Using 

Staramr”. 

 
Discipline Events & Activities: 

 
The Discipline hosted its Annual Research Day 
virtually on November 26, 2021. Dr. Madeline 
Fizpatrick won “Best Presentation” and Dr. 
Simrin Sennik won “Best Resident Presentation” 
and went on to present at the Faculty of 
Medicine’s Research Day Symposium on January 
18, 2022. Our annual CaRMS match occurred in 
April. We matched in the first round and both 
new residents, who are MUN graduates, are 
expected to begin their residency in July.  
 

The Discipline of Laboratory Medicine also 
participated in the Canadian Medical Hall of 
Fame’s virtual Discovery Day on May 26, 2022. 
For the third year in a row, Dr. Stephanie Reid 
joined other medicine faculty members in a 
Career Panelist session. Dr. Robert Taylor, PGY3 
Dr. Jeremy O’Brien, and administrative staff 
member, Kristen Rose prepared puzzle pages and 
an interactive presentation for high school 

students to attend during the virtual event. 
Approximately 12 high school students attended 
Dr. Taylor & Dr. O’Brien’s interactive 
presentation, here is what some of those 
students had to say about the session: “I learned 
a lot and it was really good at engaging me” and 
“The slideshow as a whole was very easy to 
understand and follow. I feel like I have a strong 
grasp of what a career in Pathology is like”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discipline of Laboratory Medicine faculty, 

resident or staff accomplishments and upcoming 
events can be shared with our discipline 

administrative staff members for publishing in 
future newsletters. 

 


