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This three-week period of fieldwork will conclude a three-year research project
examining the migration between Newfoundland and Ft. McMurray, Alberta. The overall
goal of the three year project is to advance knowledge of how the migration between
Newfoundland and Alberta has influenced individuals, families, and communities, as
well as the future plans of the people engaged in this migration. The specific
consequences of this migration that have been investigated include: economic costs and
benefits, the loss or maintenance of one’s identity as a Newfoundlander, changes in the
extent and quality of social ties with kin and nonkin, changes in religious participation,
changes in attitudes toward ecology and the environment, one’s view of the future
economic potential of Newfoundland, and the expectations and hopes for children and
grandchildren. The specific factors influencing decisions about future migration patterns
asked about during the research include perceptions of: overall economic trends, trends in
the oil industry of Alberta, the future of the oil industry in Newfoundland, the economic
potential of Newfoundland tourism, and the anticipated future residence of family and
friends. My two earlier periods of fieldwork in Ft. McMurray (aka, Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo) have taken place during the summer.  Given the extreme
seasonal differences in Northern Alberta, any study of life in Ft. McMurray that did not
include information from fieldwork during the winter would be fundamentally
incomplete. Thus, the objective of this final period of research is to study the life of
Newfoundlanders in Ft. McMurray during the winter. In addition to providing a much
more complete understanding of the life of Newfoundlanders living in Ft. McMurray, the
specific timing of the fieldwork from December 20, 2010 through January 10, 2011 has
been chosen so that the research will also include the social interactions of
Newfoundlanders during Christmas; a time that is traditionally dedicated to social rituals
and interactions. This will allow me to compare the social interaction of
Newfoundlanders during Christmas in Ft. McMurray with the three Christmas seasons I
have previously observed in Newfoundland


