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10 Tips for a Strong Initial Study Permit Cover Letter 

 
1. Write a strong introduction and conclusion – Introduce yourself, summarize your educational background, 

explain your goals, and end with a confident, positive conclusion. 

2. Explain why you chose Canada and Memorial University – Describe why Canada and Memorial University are 

the best fit for your academic interests and connect the program to your career aspirations. 

3. Describe your educational goals – Explain how this program fits into your long-term academic plans (e.g., future 

graduate studies or professional specialization). 

4. Explain why you are not studying this program in your home country – Focus on the unique strengths of the 

MUN program rather than criticizing educational opportunities in your home country. 

5. Demonstrate your research – Show that you compared similar programs and explain what makes Memorial 

University's program distinctive. 

6. Connect the program to your career – Clearly explain how this education will strengthen your skills and improve 

your future employment opportunities. 

7. Demonstrate ties to your home country – Discuss family, property, financial assets, career opportunities, or other 

commitments. If you hope to apply for a PGWP later, explain that your long-term objective includes returning with valuable 

Canadian experience. 

8. Address your financial plan – Demonstrate sufficient funding for your first year of studies and explain how funding 

will continue throughout your program. Review this link when making your financial plan: Study permit: Get the right 

documents - Proof of financial support - Canada.ca  

9. Be authentic, precise, and concise – Ensure your letter accurately reflects your own story, is well organized, and is 

free of grammar and spelling errors. 

10. Ask for support if needed – If you have questions during your application process, contact Memorial University's 

Internationalization Office at international@mun.ca. 

 

N.B. Always review the specific instructions provided by the visa office responsible for processing your study 

permit application. Some visa offices require applicants to answer additional questions or submit country-specific 

documents. Ensure your study plan and supporting documents address these requirements directly before submitting your 

application. You can find the visa office instructions here: 

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/student.asp#apply-paper  
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