
WELLS, SPRINGS, & FOLKLORE
“There were a lot of things in small communities that everybody in the community had respect for, and wells was one of them” - Dot O’Brien

“The Water Company having provided Iron Cups for the convenience of the 

public at all drinking fountains in St. John’s, all persons are heretofore 

cautioned not to injure the same, and anyone found damaging or destroying 

the said Drinking Cups will be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding 

Twenty Dollars or two months imprisonment with hard labour.” 

– D.W. Prowse and J.G. Conway, St. John’s newspaper, 1886

“The power takes and turns [ the 

dowsing stick ] down, you just can’t 

hold it … it’s forceful, and it takes 

it [from your hands ] and turns it 

down … that’s where you dig” 

– Kenny Williams

[On keeping a trout in the well ] “I don’t 

know whether that was counterproductive or 

not … so what happens after they eat [ the 

sediment ]? Where does it go? … I believe 

they felt at the time that the droppings from 

the trout would drop to the bottom of the 

well - hopefully”. – Gus James

“For the housewives, it was a bit of a gathering 

spot in the mornings, because they would go , as 

they would say ‘chewing the fat’, and they’d go 

out and they’d get their bucket of water and 

chat for five minutes and they’d go on, go home, 

and if they were washing of course there were 

multiple trips” – Gus James

"They put all the decorations and the 

lights and the little houses [ in the 

window ] and so that was your big 

background; everybody would go and 

sit on the Vicker's well and get their 

picture taken ... and it wasn't only us, it 

was a lot of people that went and sat 

on the well and got their pictures 

taken" – Shirley Holden

WELL DEPTHS AND DATES:

Hawkins failed well 146”/ na
O’Brien well 97” / 1980’s
Flatrock Museum well 32.5” / 1950’s-60’s
Bolt well 79.5”/ 1930’s
Flatrock spring 9”/ 1920’s
Fitzpatrick well 95”/ 1810’s
Cahill well 160.5”/ 1930’s
Legrow wells 111”/ na, 142”/ 1950’s, 66.5”/ na
Clarke’s Beach well 70”/ na
Father Duffy na/ 1935 (grotto)
Turk’s Gut Heritage House well 123”/ 1900’s
Mahoney well 27.5”/ 1966
Tony Dunn well 46.5”/ 2006
Ricky Dunn well 97”/ 2008
Laracy well 107”/ 1918,1978
Ford’s well 29”/ 1880’s
Fowler wells 229”/ 1940’s-50’s, 242”/ 2009
Dawe wells 115.5”/ 1978, 78”/ 1959, 61”/ 1959
Greenland spring 29”/ na
Kane well 123.5”/ 1880’s
Bay Roberts Heritage trail 27”/ na
Ferryland well na/ 17th century
Curtis well 65”/ na
Cupids Plantation well na/ 17th century
Whalen barrel well 20”/ 1880’s
Murray’s well na/ 1820’s

[On cleaning wells ] “I bail all the water out and 

pump it out, and mix it up with Javex or water, 

and wash it, with Javex and water; wash it out, 

let it fill up with water and then dip it out again. 

That’s the way I cleaned her because Javex is 

as good as anything for killing germs”. 

– Ed Spurrell

[On his well ] “I dug it by myself. Every night I’d 

come home from work … and I’d have so long to 

dig them; I started from the house and went right 

up 240 feet, and when I got to the end of the 

ditch, I dug the well. I went down about 6 feet 

… but I went down a short cliff, because that’s 

all that’s there is cliff”. – Ed Spurrell

“We used to, sometimes when you’d be 

cutting across the field we’d go in there 

and we’d, that was a real treat just to 

go in and have a drink from the well, 

but, that was more, to have a bit of 

fun than anything else”. – Gus James

hoop for carrying buckets of water

“My grandfather - I believe he was the unofficial 

‘keeper of the well’ - because if any of the kids were 

out climbing on the well, or if any of the kids were 

fooling with the well, or doing anything at all near the 

well, he would scream out the back window: ‘get 

outta there!’, and you know, we’d all keep going”. 

– Gus James
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