
Planning and Research Committee 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Minutes of Meeting 
September 18, 2025 at 9:30am 

Room AA5014 
 

A Meeting of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Planning and Research Committee 
was held Thursday, September 18, 2025, 9:30 a.m. M. Burchell chaired the meeting, and the 
following committee members were in attendance: 
 
M. Burchell, Archaeology   H. O’Brien, GFO 
S. Gordon, Folklore    A. Peters, Sociology 
A. Keeling, Geography (WebEx)  Abdelkader El-khaoua, GSU 
 
Regrets: 
S. O’Neill, Philosophy 
N. Pedri, English 
 
Absent:  
 

1. Introductions 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda: 
The committee agreed to move item #2 to the next meeting. 
(Moved/Second: S. Gordon/A. Peters) 
 

4. Approval of the Meeting Minutes: June 19, 2025 
(Moved/Second: A. Peters/M. Burchell) 

 
5. ADR Update (M. Burchell) 

- Previous Year Committee Work: 
o Last year, the committee worked on creating guidelines for Promotion and 

Tenure, at the request of the Dean. It is the intention of the Dean to use this 
document for external reviewers during the process. 

o The current committee requested for an HSS member of MUNFA to attend 
the next meeting to provide feedback on how to improve the document, as 
multiple rounds of faculty consultation have yielded little-to-no results. 

- Head’s Retreat: 
o There was discussion around the upcoming budget and its impact on research. 

One of the noted items was the taxing of space used (offices, laboratory 
spaces, classrooms, etc.) 

o The VPR’s office has also seen a reduction, which impacts start-up funding 
and SITA. Start-up funding is now coming from HSS, and the amount given 
for SITA has been halved. 

 
 



- Graduate programs: 
o Funding from SGS has also been reduced, with the possibility that Baseline 

funding will now be provided by HSS as well. 
- Annual Activity Reports: 

o Is it possible to use the Annual Activity Reports to support research? 
 

6. Other Business: 
N/A 
 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:21 a.m. 
 
   

Next meeting scheduled: TBA 


