
…/2 

Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, November 5, 2025 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached. 
Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3 & #4). 

-Approval of Minutes of Faculty Council meeting October 1, 2025 
-Calendar Change Proposals 

Archaeology: 
- ARCH 2492 Forensic Archaeology Towards the Major/Minor 
Economics: 
- ECON MA Non-Thesis and Deletion of ECON 6009/Addition of ECON 6003 as 

a Required Course 
- ECON MA Co-operative Internship Option 
English: 
- CMST 3010 Media and the Night – New Special Topics Course 
- ENGL 2012 Black Atlantic Colonial Literatures – New Course 
- ENGL 4023 Studies in Film Adaptation – New Course 
- ENGL Certificate in Film Studies Credit Hour Reduction 
Religion and Culture: 
- RELS Deletion of the MA Program 

-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: D. Farquharson/R. Whitaker) 
Carried 

 
Regular Agenda: 

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
 - Special HSS Faculty Council Monday, November 17th at 9 a.m. via WebEx. VP Finance 

Trudy Pound Curtis will be discussing the new budget model. The new budget model will be 
more transparent with the flow of money across the university. The new budget will be based 
off a student/enrolment model. 

 - The staff review solution is currently pause until there is a clearer plan of the budget. One 
possible solution was to cluster departments together. 
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 - The current ad-hoc committees have been meeting to provide ideas for the Faculty Council. 

They will meet collectively in December, with the hope of sharing their ideas in the Winter 
Terms. Here is a breakdown of the committees: 

  - Faculty Structure, chaired by N. Hurley, are looking for potential options to improve  
   structure. 
  - Recruitment, Retention, and Program Requirements/Changes/Development, chaired by  
   P. Dold, has been looking at programs and potential obstacles for students. 
  - Sustainable Graduate Programs, chaired by D. Farquharson, are looking for ways to  
   retain our graduate program interests alongside SGS recommendations. 
  - Research Support, chaired by M. Milner, are looking for ways to continuing to support  
   research without relying on the support from VP Finance. 
  - Revenue Generation, chaired by N. Hurley, are looking at ways to generate revenue in  
   the faculty, and how to advertise HSS. 
  - Admin Staff, chaired by K. Hopkins, are looking for ways to implement the solutions  
   developed during the staff review, under the new budget. 
 - There will be a meeting with other faculties to discuss CRWs and how effective they are for 

students. 
 - The next Faculty Council meeting will be December 3rd at 1 p.m., in-person at A1043.  
 - The HSS Coffee Event will be held immediately following in the Arts Boardroom (A5014). 

 
5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2025-2026 (A. Peters) 

- Deadline for Calendar Change Proposals has passed. 
- SCUGS is reviewing an Invigilation document that is available for viewing on their site. 
 

6. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2025-2026 (M. Burchell) 
- The time and date for the meeting has shifted to accommodate committee members. 
- At the last meeting, representatives from MUNFA joined to discuss the Promotion and 
Tenure Guideline Matrix developed by the committee last year. The committee will be 
revising the document to be brought to Faculty Council in a future meeting. 

 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 

- There was some discussion surrounding the document circulated by the VP Academic 
Students regarding students recording lectures. These comments have been brought to EDI-
AR for review. 
 

8. Update from Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell) 
- Please review all grant applications for internal deadlines. 
- SITA deadline is Dec 1. 
 

9. Announcements, other business, questions 
- Pratt Lecture November 10 at LSPU Hall. 
- DLC is now open. 
 

10. Adjournment 
-Meeting adjourned at 1:58 pm 

Special Faculty Council: Monday, November 17, 2025, 9:00 a.m. 
Next Regular Faculty Council: Wednesday, December 3, 2025, 1:00 p.m 
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Attendance: 
Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s 
Office), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office), Heather Patey (Memorial University Press), 
Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Kurt Korneski (History), John Hawboldt (School of Pharmacy), 
Philippe Basbose (MLLC), Mark Stoddart ( Sociology), Arn Keeling (Geography), Hanna 
Linden (Anthropology Grad Rep), Francine Verzosa (Gender Studies Undergrad Rep), Carol 
Lynne D’Arcangelis) (Gender Studies), Robin Whitaker (Anthropology), Jillian Gould 
(Folklore), Renée Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Jordinn Nelson Long, Heather C. O’Brien (HSS, 
Dean’s Office), Jennifer Dyer (Gender Studies), Kelley Totten (Folklore), Maria Mayr (MLLC), 
Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Library), Cory Thorne Gutiérrez (Folklore), John McLevey (Sociology), 
Ruth Murambadoro (Gender Studies), Natasha Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office/English), Patricia 
Dold (HSS, Dean’s Office/Religion and Culture), Sarah Gordon (Folklore), Brooke Osmond 
(English), Nancy Pedri (English), Fiona Polack (English),  Douglas Wharram (Linguistics), 
Esther Adjoa Asamoah (Graduate Student/GSU), Alexandre Gauthier (MLLC), Sean Gray 
(Political Science), Renée Mercer (HSS, Dean’s Office), Piyusha Chatterjee, Alison Carr 
(Memorial University Press), Walter Okshevsky (Education), Kelli Durdle (School of Nursing), 
Kam H. Chu (Economics), John Sandlos (History), Melanie Doyle (CITL), Adrienne Peters 
(Sociology), Daria Boltokova (Anthropology), Yolande Pottie-Sherman (Geography), Charlene 
Stone (HSS, Dean’s Office), Susanne Luhmann (Gender Studies), Max Viatori (Anthropology), 
Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English), Kodjo Attikpoé (MLLC), 
Carolyn Colbert (English PCI Rep), Oscar Moro Abadía (Archaeology), Patrick Gamsby 
(Sociology/Library), Catherine Losieer (Archaeology), Jeff Howard (Classics PCI Rep), Joshua 
Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Andrea Collins (MLLC), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Melanie 
Coughlin (Philosophy/Religion and Culture), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office), Aaron Tucker 
(English), Danine Farquharson (English), Michelle Rebidoux (Religion and Culture), Dave 
Wilson (Science), Matt Milner (HSS, Dean’s Office/History), Luke Roman (Classics), Meghan 
Burchell (HSS, Dean’s Office/Archaeology), John, Renée Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), Sahar 
Razavi (Linguistics) 
 
Regrets:  
Luis Achondo (Music) 
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