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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached. Dr. 
N. Hurley chaired the meeting.

1. Land Acknowledgement
Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement:
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and
building responsible relations.

2. Approval of the Agenda
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda.
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3).
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: M. Burchell/S. Matthews)
Carried

Regular Agenda: 

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley)
- Significant budget reductions across the university; activities are undergoing pressure as

a result
- Ongoing staff review
- Curriculums and Programs committee reviewing certificates and diplomas; no programs

are being cut yet, but that decision is on the table
- Departments have been asked to prepare Strength, Weakness, Obstacle, and Threats

(SWOT) reports as well as provide course thresholds
- Space audits are still ongoing; goal of these audits is to see what can be done to improve

the spaces that belong to HSS
- The Dean’s Office is preparing a report on the current state of the faculty

5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2024-2025 (K. Simonsen)
- Deadline for Field School applications: March 18 *new deadline*

6. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2024-2025 (A. Peters)
- The Planning and Research Committee is reviewing feedback submitted by the faculty on

the Promotion and Tenure Matrix and will have some models to display at the next
Faculty Council meeting.

7. Update from Associate Dean of Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold)
- The Curriculum and Programs Committee continues to review certificates and diplomas

and will provide recommendations at the next Faculty Council meeting.
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- Calendar Change Proposals can start to be submitted for the Fall now. This is to reduce 
the volume of them later in the year. 

 
8. Update from Associate Dean of Research, Acting (M. Burchell) 

- The Director of the Nexus Centre (J. Selby) reminds faculty to review their emails for 
updates and events from the Nexus Centre. 

- Deadline for Nominations for Distinguished Lectures is March 17th. 
 
9. Announcements, other business, questions 
 
10. Adjournment 

-Meeting adjourned at 1:55 pm 
 

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, April 2, 2024, 1:00 p.m. (Webex Only) 
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Attendees: 
Myra Jinrong Lei (Gender Studies), Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Oscar Moro Abadia 
(Archaeology), Karine Abadie (MLLC), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Savanna Muscat 
(HSS, Dean’s Office), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), 
Jeff Howard (Classics PCI Rep), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English), Mark Stoddart 
(Sociology), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office), Philippe Basabose 
(MLLC), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Vicki Hallett (Gender Studies), Meghan Burchell (HSS, 
Dean’s Office/Archaeology), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative 
Education), Sebastien Rossignol (History), Patricia Dold (HSS Dean’s Office/Religion and 
Culture), Fiona Polack (English), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Renee Mercer (HSS Dean’s 
Office), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), Natasha Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office), Robin Whitaker 
(Anthropology), Scott Matthews (Political Science), Jillian Gould (Folklore), Milo Nikolic 
(Classics), Sarah Thorne (English, Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Patrick Gamsby 
(Sociology), Krista Cardwell (Office of Development), Meghan Forsyth (Music), Danine 
Farquharson (English), Renee Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), Matthew Milner (HSS, Dean’s 
Office/History), Aaron Tucker (English), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), Max 
Viatori (Anthropology), Cam Ho (Graduate Studies), Carol Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender 
Studies), Rober Martinez-Espineira (Ecnomics), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Nancy Pedri 
(English), Holly Everett (Folklore), Julie Polyck-O’Neill (English), Renee Skinner (Arts 
Registrar), Isabelle Cote (Political Science), Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture), Lisa-Jo van 
den Scott (Sociology), Peggy Dzormeku (Liguistics), Joel Finnis (Geography), John McLevey 
(Sociology), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), John Sandlos (History), 
Myriam Osorio (MLLC), Heather C. O’Brien (HSS, Dean’s Office), Jay Foster (Philosophy), 
Sarah Gordon (Folklore), Walter Okshevsky (Education), Daniel Perettti (Folklore), Julie 
Kavangh (Co-operative Education) 
 
Regrets: 
Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Library Rep) 
 


