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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, February 5, 2025 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached. 
Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3). 
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: M. Burchell/N. Pedri) Carried 

 
Regular Agenda: 
 

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
- Presidential Update 

o Dr. Neil Bose will remain in place of president until April 5th. 
- Program Reviews 

o HSS has been steadily hiring, but we are not experiencing an increase in faculty 
compliment, and we are unlikely to do so. As a faculty, good decisions will need 
to be made in order to strategically move forward. 

o The challenges listed below cannot entirely be solved by the Dean’s Office and 
will require help and support of decisions made. 
 Challenge #1: Programs 

• Review programs and how the existing resources are being spent. 
• Better communication to students regarding what the course 

offerings are 
• Identify courses that need to be deleted and ones which have been 

inactive. 
 Challenge #2: Banked Time 

• There is a significant accumulation of banked time in HSS: 
between 2.2 and 2.5 million dollars, which comes from 
administrative support and supervision. 

• Review supervision component of graduate programs and what can 
be supported, depending on its size. 

• Overload teaching to be paid out instead of banked. This happens 
across other faculties, and we will be modelling that. 
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• Support and solutions from the entire faculty is encouraged; the 
only tools currently available are to reduce remissions for service 
and suspend enrolments to programs that require supervision. 

 Challenge #3: Space 
• HSS is not responsible for the scale of repairs or deficits in the 

Auditor General’s report, but are responsible for  faculty-level 
maintenance costs. 

• The Dean’s Office is currently collecting data from the space 
audits to see what upkeep is required of our spaces. 

 Challenge #4: Administrative Support 
• The Dean’s Office is continuing to review staff positions and 

structure based on the HR report coming soon. 
 Challenge #5: Communication with communities outside Memorial 

University 
• HSS needs to communicate who are and what we do to a wider 

range of audiences. 
• So far, we have provided: an Education Accord presentation, 

moving to improve Development Relationships, crafting an 
Alumni Newsletter, and starting outreach to retirees. 

o All of these challenges and data collection suggest moving towards a “State of the 
Faculty Address”. This is based on reports done by Dr. Norm Catto two years 
ago, and Dr. Meghan Burchell last year. This year, we will pull more research and 
activities together to highlight where we are and have been so that decisions on 
resource allocation can be made in the future. 

 
5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2024-2025 (K. Simonsen) 

- Deadline for Field School applications: March 18 *new deadline* 
- Calendar Change proposals are all through SCUgS and on the Senate agenda, with the 

exception of the POSC/ENSU proposals. They are currently being edited. 
 

6. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2024-2025 (A. Peters) 
- Deadline for feedback on Promotion and Tenure Matrix: February 17 

o This is a draft document to assist faculty in the process of applying for tenure, as 
well as to assist both internal and external reviewers. 

 
7. Update from Associate Dean of Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 

No update. 
 

8. Update from Associate Dean of Research, Acting (M. Burchell) 
- Deadline for ISER competition: February 17 
- For information on USRA, please contact Matt Milner. 

 
9. Announcements, other business, questions 

- Henrietta Harvey Lecture Series: Dr. Nathan Andrews 
o IIC 2001 
o 7pm 
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10. Adjournment 

-Meeting adjourned at 1:46 pm 
 

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, March 5, 2024, 1:00 p.m. (Webex Only) 
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Attendance: 
Catherine Losier (Archaeology), Jinrong Lei (Gender Studies), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), 
Savanna Muscat (HSS), Jobayda Gulshan Ara (Religious Studies), Meghan Burchell (HSS), John 
Sandlos (History), Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Jeff Howard (Classics), Rober Martinez-
Espineira (Economics), Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Danine 
Farquharson (English), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Dominique Brégent-Heald (History), Renée 
Mercer (HSS), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Sébastien Rossignol (History), Renée Shute 
(HSS), Renée Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Ken Hopkins (HSS), Heather C. O’Brien (HSS), 
Dave Wilson (Science), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Joel Finnis (Geography), Lisa-Jo van den Scott 
(Sociology), Scott Matthews (Political Science), Sarah Gordon (Folklore), Barry Stephenson 
(Religious Studies), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), Melanie Coughlin 
(Philosophy), Melanie Doyle (English), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative Education), Patrick 
Gamsby (Sociology), Luke Roman (Classics), John McLevey (Sociology), Daniel Kudla 
(Sociology), Jillian Gould (Folklore), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), 
Sarah Thorne (English), Josh Goudie (HSS), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Carol Lynne 
D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Milorad Nikolic (Classics), 
Jennifer Selby (Religious Studies), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Walter 
Okshevsky (Education), Jay Foster (Philosophy), Matthew Milner (HSS), Amanda Tiller-Hackett 
(Library), Jamille (MLLC), Max Viatori (Anthropology), Abby Olivier (History), Michelle 
Rebidoux (Religious Studies), Nicholas Lynch (Geography) 
 
Regrets: 
Meghan Forsyth (Music), Krista Cardwell (HSS), Alyson Byrne (Business) 


