
Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 

  
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, December 1, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. in A1043 and via WebEx. A list of those present 
is appended. 
 

1. Land Acknowledgement 
Dr. Ailsa Craig provided the Land Acknowledgement 
We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we gather as the ancestral homelands 
of the Beothuk, and the island of Newfoundland as the ancestral homelands of the 
Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. We would also like to recognize the Inuit of Nunatsiavut and 
NunatuKavut and the Innu of Nitassinan, and their ancestors, as the original people of 
Labrador. We strive for respectful relationships with all the peoples of this province as 
we search for collective healing and true reconciliation and honour this beautiful land 
together. 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (J. Dyer/P. Dold). Carried. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes 
Moved and Seconded that the minutes of the November 1, 2021 meeting be approved (J. 
Dyer/P. Dold). C. Thorne noted that the Planning and Research Committee update was 
not added to the minutes. Dean’s Office will follow-up with Dr. Thorne to update 
minutes. Carried. 
 

4. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee (2021-2022), (N. Catto), 
followed by motion(s) listed below: 
• Department of Archaeology 

o Certificate in Indigenous Studies Fall 2021 updates (K. Simonsen; carried) 
o Diploma in Ancient Worlds-update 2021 (J. Dyer; carried) 

• Department of Classics 
o Regulations 15.3.1 (K. Simonson; carried) 

• Department of Gender Studies 
o Master of Gender Studies Guidelines (J. Dyer; carried) 

• Department of Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures 
o French 4656: Francophonie in Belgium and Switzerland (P. Basabose; 

carried) 
• Department of Religious Studies 

o Amended and Deleted Courses (P. Dold; carried) 
o Regulation 15.17.4. (P. Dold; carried) 

It was noted these changes were made because of depleted resources, namely 
the loss of faculty members. 

• Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
o Breadth of Knowledge requirement (K. Simonsen; carried) 
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5. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee (2021-2022), C. Thorne) 
• Reminder of the George Story and Henrietta Harvey Distinguished Lectureships 

deadline of January 14th, 2022 
• The Committee is reviewing the feedback received from the Equity Survey 

 
6. Update from Acting Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (S. Hoff/) 

• Department Heads were emailed regarding expressing interest in delivering an 
off-campus field school or Harlow Program in Spring 2022 and Winter 2023 

• CITL is revising its recommendations for syllabi statements and instructional 
continuity, and we will be circulating it and our own recommendations in the near 
future 

 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

• SITA applications are being reviewed and applicants will be notified soon. 
• Research Week was November 22-26, 2021 – thank you to all who participated. 
• Any upcoming early January grant deadlines needing review need to be brought 

to attention of Grants Facilitation Officers at hssresearchadmin@mun.ca or 
hssresearchgrants@mun.ca as soon as possible. 

• SSHRC Insight Development Grant deadline is January 12, 2022. 
• There were over 150 HSS research projects submitted in 2021. 

 
8. Dean’s Remarks  

• Hiring Update: Negotiations are complete for our successful Indigenous Cluster 
hire candidate, and the appointment is in the last stages of being finalized. Dr. 
Daria Boltokova will be joining the Anthropology Department in January of 2022. 
The Provost has approved a recommendation for a tenure-track spousal 
appointment for Dr. Sean Gray, who was interviewed and strongly endorsed by 
the Department of Political Science. Dr. Gray starts in July 2022. Following 
consultation with the Heads, the position that HSS was approved to recruit for has 
been allocated to Economics in the area of applied econometrics.  

• Dean’s Office HR: The Intermediate Secretary position in the Dean’s Office has 
been posted and interviews will be completed over the next few days. Suzanne 
Browne is welcomed to the Dean’s Office. Suzanne will be working on finance in 
HSS. 

• Strategic Planning for HSS: The university has passed a new strategic plan 
“Transforming our Horizons” and all faculties are tasked with implementing that 
plan, in part through creating/revising strategic plans at the faculty level that align 
with the five strategic themes of the University plan. HSS (along with all other 
faculties and schools) is expected to have a strategic plan in place by the end of 
the Winter semester.  

 
 
 

 

mailto:hssresearchadmin@mun.ca
mailto:hssresearchgrants@mun.ca
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9. Announcements, any other business, questions 
• Reminder of the Winter Coffee Break on Tuesday, December 7th from 10 am. to 

12 p.m. 
• The second annual ComMUNity of Giving Charity Drive is on December 4, 2021 

at the Arts and Administration building. 
 

10. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 1:35 p.m.  
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List of Attendees 
 
Arn Keeling (Geography), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Carrie Dyck (Linguistics), 
Courtney Loveless, David Hancock (HKR), Diane Tye (Folklore), Holly Everett (Folklore), Kate 
Lahey, Liam Swiss (Sociology), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), Samantha Lehman (English), 
Sarah Kuehn (Archaeology), Sarah Thorne (English), Sebastien Rossignol (History), Stephan 
Curtis (History), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Cory Thorne 
(Folklore), Jeff Howard (Classics), Jillian Gould (Folklore), Matthew Milner (Dean’s 
Office/History), Luke Roman (Classics), Heather C. O’Brien (HSS), Dave Wilson (Science, 
Emma-Jean Thomson (Linguistics), Carol Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Meghan 
Forsyth (Music), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), Maxim Sizov (Philosophy), Anne 
Thareau (MLLC), Julie Kavanagh (Co-op), Sarah Martin (Political Science), Sharon Roseman 
(Anthropology), Norm Catto (Geography), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Eric Richards 
(Classics), Stephanie Dohey (English), Shannon Hoff (Dean’s Office/Philosophy), Lisa-Jo van 
den Scott (Sociology), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Pat Dold (Religious Studies), Jennifer Dyer 
(Gender Studies), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s Office), Karin Thomeier (Digital Learning Centre), 
Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Ailsa Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology) 
 
Regrets 
Sonja Boon (Gender Studies), Jennifer Lokash (English), Andrea Keating (Dean’s Office), and 
Renee Shute (Dean’s Office) 

 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

  
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, November 3, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. in A1043 and via WebEx. A list of those present 
is appended. 
 

1. Land Acknowledgement 
Dr. Ailsa Craig provided the Land Acknowledgement 
We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we gather as the ancestral homelands 
of the Beothuk, and the island of Newfoundland as the ancestral homelands of the 
Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. We would also like to recognize the Inuit of Nunatsiavut and 
NunatuKavut and the Innu of Nitassinan, and their ancestors, as the original people of 
Labrador. We strive for respectful relationships with all the peoples of this province as 
we search for collective healing and true reconciliation and honour this beautiful land 
together. 

 
2. Welcome and acknowledgment of death of colleague Dr. Lee Rainey/Introduction of 

Francine Synyard 
Dr. Craig acknowledged the passing of Dr. Rainey. A moment of silence was observed.  
Dr. Craig welcomed Francine Synyard, as Intermediate Secretary to the Dean’s Office. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (N. Catto/A. Sullivan). Carried. 
 

4. Approval of the Minutes 
Moved and Seconded that the minutes of the October 6, 2021 meeting be approved (B. 
Stephenson /A. Keeling). Carried. 
 

5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee (2020-2021), (N. Catto), 
followed by motion(s) listed below: 

• Department of Political Science – Law and Society Table update (Page 6) 
Moved and Seconded that the proposal be approved (N.Catto/L.Ashworth). 
Carried. 

• Department of Philosophy – Philosophy 1004: Philosophy as a Way of Life 
(Page 26)  Moved and Seconded that the proposal be approved (N.Catto/ 
B.Stephenson). Carried. 

 
6. Update from Acting Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (S. Hoff/) 

• Many calendar change proposals have been submitted; the effort is appreciated. 
• Submitted calendar change proposals are under review. 

 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

• SITA applications received are under review; response to applications should 
come around mid-November. 

• Research Week is November 22-26, 2021. (https://www.mun.ca/research/week/) 
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• Deadline to submit internally for the J. R. Smallwood Research Grant is Dec. 1, 
2021. Submissions are to be completed using the Researcher Portal (RP). 

• Deadline to submit for the Conference Grant and the Publication Subvention 
Grant is Dec. 15, 2021. 

• A COVID-19 interruptions timeline has been posted on HSS website (COVID-19 
Interruptions Timeline). 

• Advanced Draft Feedback (ADF) for SSHRC Insight Development Grants (IDG) 
deadline is Nov. 16, 2021. 
 

8. Dean’s Remarks  
The university is in the process of a Capital Campaign, for which Dean’s are being asked 
to submit ideas. Dr. Craig has met with Penny Blackwood, and had discussion with the 
Heads. Ideas put forward by Deans will be adjudicated to decide which ones will go 
forward. Dr. Craig, is working on the following possible ideas: 

• HSS core building, to house all departments, provide gathering space, central 
archives, up to date flexible teaching spaces that support a range of teaching 
styles, a black box theatre, graduate student research space.  

• Refitting classrooms to be flexible, accessible teaching spaces 
• interdisciplinary creative lab for digital humanities, with in-house film making 

space (digital research centre/HSS film unit) 
• Endowed chair in/through the Nexus centre 

Updates on discussions with Provost and Department Heads regarding deficit reduction, 
future budget model and programming within HSS. The Provost has approved our deficit 
reduction strategy 

• HSS has Approval to hire for one new faculty position; consultation with 
Department Heads has occurred, allocation has yet to be decided. Following that 
decision, a recommendation will be provided to the Provost  
 

9. New Business:  
Motion - The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences opposes the outsourcing 
of the crucial work of teaching first-year international undergraduates at 
Memorial University to a private, for-profit international ‘pathway’college such 
as Navitas. Moved and seconded (R.Whitaker./L. Ashworth.).  

Dean’s comments: A Navitas visit was scheduled for Oct. 17 and 18th and was cancelled. 
Expectation is that there will be open, campus-wide conversation. Dean expressed concern 
that a motion in opposition might be inappropriately timed at this point, since it is prior to 
consultations and fuller information being available.   

 
Following discussion, the motion was voted upon: Carried. 
 

 
10. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  

https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/research_support_services/resources/documents/Help_COVID_timeline_and_impact.pdf
https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/research_support_services/resources/documents/Help_COVID_timeline_and_impact.pdf
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List of Attendees 
 
Kurt Korneski (History), Robin Whitaker (Anthropology), Wendy Mosdell (English), Michael 
Kirkpatrick (History), Lisa-Jo van den Scott (Sociology), Arn Keeling (Geography), Arthur 
Sullivan (Philosophy), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Christina Doonan (Political 
Science/Gender Studies), Carol Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender studies), Francine Synyard (HSS), 
Norm Catto (Geography), Ken Hopkins (HSS), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Stephanie Dohey 
(English), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Eric Richards (Classics), Bill Schipper (English), Matt 
Milner (HSS/History), Suma Rajiva (Philosophy), Alec Brookes (MLLC), Andrea Keating 
(HSS), Anne Graham (MLLC), Carrie Dyck (Linguistics), Catherine Losier (Archaeology), 
Corey Tatz, Cory Thorne (Folklore), Dave Wilson, Dean Bavington (Geography), Dominique 
Bregent-Heald (History), Emma-Jean Thomson, Hannah Borotsik, Heather O’Brien (HSS), 
Holly Everett (Folklore), Jeff Howard (Classics), Jennifer Selby (Religious Studies), Jennifer 
Dyer (Gender Studies), Josh Lewapsky (Geography), Julie Kavanagh, Karin Thomeier (Digital 
Learning Centre), Kate Lahey, Liam Swiss (Sociology), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), 
Lucian Ashworth (Anthropology), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Martin Sizov, Myriam Osorio (MLLC), 
Natasha Farrell (MLLC), Neil Kennedy (History), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), Nicole Power 
(Sociology), Oscar Moro-Abadie (Archaeology), Pat Dold (Religious Studies), Paul Ledger 
(Archaeology), Peter Whitridge (Archaeology), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Rebecca Newhook 
(Co-op Education), Renee Shute (HSS), Renee Skinner, Robert Ormsby (English), Sarah Kuchn, 
Sarah Martin (Political Science), Sarah Thorne (English), Scott Lynch (Economics), Scott 
Matthews (Political Science), Sebastien Rossignol (History),Shannon Hoff (HSS),  Sharon 
Roseman (Anthropology) Stephan Curtis (History), Tana Allen (HSS), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-
op Education), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Wayne Fife (Anthropology), Yolande Pottie-
Sherman (Geography), Peter Trnka (Philosophy), Alex Marland (Political Science) 
 
Regrets 
Karen Dobbin-Williams (Nursing), David Hancock (HKR), and Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Library 
Rep) 

 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 

  
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. in A1043 and via WebEx. A list of those present is 
appended. 
 

1. Land Acknowledgement 
Dr. Ailsa Craig provided the Land Acknowledgement 
We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we gather as the ancestral homelands 
of the Beothuk, and the island of Newfoundland as the ancestral homelands of the 
Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. We would also like to recognize the Inuit of Nunatsiavut and 
NunatuKavut and the Innu of Nitassinan, and their ancestors, as the original people of 
Labrador. We strive for respectful relationships with all the peoples of this province as 
we search for collective healing and true reconciliation and honour this beautiful land 
together. 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (N. Catto/K. Simonsen). Carried. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes 
Moved and Seconded that the minutes of the September 15, 2021 meeting be approved 
(/N. Catto/L. McCarthy). Carried. 
 

4. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee (2020-2021), (N. Catto), 
followed by motion(s) listed below: 

• Department of Classics, History and Philosophy – Certificate in History and 
Philosophy of Science and Technology (K. Simonsen; one abstention; carried) 

• Department of Political Science – Law and Society Table update (Tabled) 
 

5. Update from Acting Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (S. Hoff/) 
• Deadline for calendar change proposals 

Dr. Hoff noted the deadline to submit calendar change proposals is October 29, 
2021. 

 
6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

• Scholarship in the Arts funding email was sent today 
• MUN international travel is still on hold 
• Save the date for research week – November 22-28 
• Faculty are encouraged to review the Research Funder Tracker for HSS to learn 

about funding opportunities (https://www.hss.mun.ca/funding) 
 

7. Dean’s Remarks  
• Thank you to all involved in the accommodations for students 
• Welcome to Charlene Burke, the new Decanal Assistant 

https://www.hss.mun.ca/funding
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• If teaching remotely during the Winter term, accommodation request information 
can be found at https://www.mun.ca/covid19/faculty-staff/for_instructors.php 

 
8. Greetings from Dr. Vianne Timmons, President 

Dr. Timmons’s provided the Land Acknowledgement 
We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we gather as the ancestral homelands 
of the Beothuk, and the island of Newfoundland as the ancestral homelands of the 
Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. We would also like to recognize the Inuit of Nunatsiavut and 
NunatuKavut and the Innu of Nitassinan, and their ancestors, as the original people of 
Labrador. We strive for respectful relationships with all the peoples of this province as 
we search for collective healing and true reconciliation and honour this beautiful land 
together. 
 
Dr. Timmons touched on the following: 

• The strategic plan, Transforming Our Horizons, is important and we should take 
steps to move towards it 

• Memorial’s budget has a cut of $26 million which would be $68 million over six 
years 

• Enrolments have increased and retention is up by 5% 
• Concerns regarding the state of the buildings were raised by Council members, 

Dr. Timmons indicated the Arts building is a high priority. 
• Tuition has increased; however, students who are enrolled in 2021 will be 

grandparented in under the old tuition cost. 
• Noted upcoming changes to the budget model to be more actively take enrolments 

into account 
• Offered thanks to ASMs for all the work they have done and continue to do in the 

shifting context and challenges of COVID 
 

9. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  
  

https://www.mun.ca/covid19/faculty-staff/for_instructors.php
https://www.mun.ca/strategicplanning/
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List of Attendees 
 
Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Michael Westcott (History), Sarah Thorne (English), Emma-Jean 
Thomson (Linguistics), John Babb (MLLC), Arn Keeling (Geography), Pat Dold (Religious 
Studies), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s 
Office), Karin Thomeier (Digital Learning Centre), Kathyrn Simonsen (Classics), Eric Richard 
(Classics), Jennifer Dyer (Gender Studies), Corey Tate (Gender Studies) Adrienne Peter 
(Sociology), Jeff Howard (Classics), Courtney Loveless (Gender Studies), Sam Lehman 
(English), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Shannon Hoff (Dean’s Office/Philosophy), Ailsa 
Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Cory Thorne (Folklore), 
David Hancock (HKR), Hannah Borotsik (Classics), Holly Everett (Folklore), Karen Dobbin-
Williams (Nursing), Kate Lahey (Gender Studies), Morgan Manuel (Geography), Myriam 
Osorio (MLLC), Norm Catto (Geography), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), Stephan Curtis 
(History), Dwayne Avery (English), Danine Farquharson (English), Dave Wilson (Science), 
Andrea Keating (Dean’s Office), Christopher Lockett (English), Amanda Bittner (Political 
Science), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (QEII), Fiona Polack (English), Dominique Bregent-Heald 
(History), Heather O’Brien (Dean’s Office), Liam Swiss (Sociology), Luke Roman (Classics), 
Matthew Milner (Dean’s Office/History), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Rebecca Newhook (Co-
op Education), Renee Shute (Dean’s Office), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Sarah Gordon 
(Folklore), Sarah Kueha (Archaeology), Shannon Lewis-Simpson (Archaeology), Stephanie 
Dohey (English), Walter Okshevski (Education), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English), Natasha 
Farrell (MLLC) 
 
Regrets 
Sarah Kuehn (Archaeology) and Jennifer Lokash (English) 

 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, September 15, 2021 

  
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. in A1043 and via WebEx. A list of those 
present is appended. 
 

1. Land Acknowledgement 
Dr. Ailsa Craig provided the Land Acknowledgement 
We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we gather as the ancestral homelands 
of the Beothuk, and the island of Newfoundland as the ancestral homelands of the 
Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. We would also like to recognize the Inuit of Nunatsiavut and 
NunatuKavut and the Innu of Nitassinan, and their ancestors, as the original people of 
Labrador. We strive for respectful relationships with all the peoples of this province as 
we search for collective healing and true reconciliation and honour this beautiful land 
together. 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (J. Lokash/P. Dold). Carried. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes 
Moved and Seconded that the minutes of the June 2, 2021 meeting be approved (A. 
Thareau/J. Lokash. Carried. 
 

4. Greetings from Dr. Florentine Strzelczyk, Provost &Vice President Academic 
Dr. Strzelczyk spoke of her experiences in different roles and the assets that she has 
brought to MUN as innovator, problem solver and change leader. Dr. Strzelczyk noted 
her priorities for MUN (ie. Student-centred, future-focused, EDI and Indigenous 
engagement) as well as her values and style of leadership. Questions related to budget 
and departmental integration were asked. It was noted that due to the budget deficit there 
have been funding cuts to PCIs and that funding for PCIs is not in the structural budget. 
Dr. Strzelczyk noted that combining departments with common interests would 
potentially enhance the departments both with enrolments and financially.  
 

5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee (2020-2021), (N. Catto), 
followed by motion(s) listed below: 

• Department of English- Communication Studies 4003: Copyright, Creativity, and 
Culture (S. Thorne; one abstention ; carried) 

• Department of English: Update of  English courses to Medieval Studies Program 
(J. Lokash; carried) 

• Master of Employment Relations (P. Dold; carried) 
 

6. Update from Acting Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (S. Hoff/) 
• Return to campus 

The Blundon Centre will handle accommodations for students who are unable to 
wear masks. Accommodations for students who do not want to be vaccinated or 
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tested will go through the Dean’s Office, which will be in touch with the 
Department Head to see if accommodations are possible. It was also noted that the 
HSS Instructional Continuity Plan and Syllabi recommendations were distributed 
to all faculty on August 23rd and could be of assistance in dealing with excessive 
absences due to illness. 

• Fall-term enrollment 
Dr. Hoff noted that HSS enrolments have increased compared to last year 

• Deadline for calendar change proposals 
October 15th is the deadline to submit calendar change proposals to the Dean’s 
Office. An extension to this deadline was requested. It was noted that the Dean’s 
Office would discuss this and get back to Council. 

• Call for volunteers for the Curriculum and Programs Committee 
Dr. Hoff noted that not all departments are represented at the HSS Curriculum and 
Programs Committee. If ASMs are interested, contact Charlene Burke at 
charlenes@mun.ca. 

 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

Dr. Allen noted that this item can be removed from the agenda and an email with updates 
will be forthcoming. 

 
8. Motion: Ratification of Faculty Council committee membership for 2021-2022 

academic year (Faculty Council by-law III (1) (i): “By the September meeting of Faculty 
Council, committee membership for the upcoming year shall be included on the meeting 
agenda for ratification by Council.”) (K. Simonsen/A. Keeling; carried) 

 
9. Dean’s Remarks  

• Thank you, and welcome back 
Dr. Craig thanked everyone for their work in preparing for the fall term and 
welcomed them back to campus. 

• Update on Non-degree student status 
It is expected that the Non-degree student status will be available in the Winter 
2022 term. The Office of the Registrar is currently working to enable the process. 
Communication regarding the new admission status will be sent out as it becomes 
available. 

• Consultation on hiring priorities 
The Dean’s Office has asked Heads to prepare position requests to find help 
ascertain hiring priorities for HSS overall. One new hire for HSS has been 
confirmed, with there being the possibility of more, contingent on ongoing budget 
discussions. 

• Update on budget and curriculum and planning (long and short-term strategies) 
During the Fall term the Dean’s Office will have conversations with each 
Department Head about short and long-term strategies for working effectively 
with the resources available with regard to curriculum and courses offerings. 

• Strategic Framework 
The MUN Strategic Framework is now in place and the President has asked that 
all Faculties work on implementing the strategies in the coming year.  
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10. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  

 
 
List of Attendees 
 
Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Michael Westcott (History), Sarah Thorne (English), Emma-Jean 
Thomson (Linguistics), John Babb (MLLC), Arn Keeling (Geography), Pat Dold (Religious 
Studies), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s 
Office), Karin Thomeier (Digital Learning Centre), Kathyrn Simonsen (Classics), Eric Richard 
(Classics), Jennifer Dyer (Gender Studies), Corey Tate (Gender Studies) Adrienne Peter 
(Sociology), Jeff Howard (Classics), Courtney Loveless (Gender Studies), Sam Lehman 
(English), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Shannon Hoff (Dean’s Office/Philosophy), Ailsa 
Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Cory Thorne (Folklore), 
David Hancock (HKR), Hannah Borotsik (Classics), Holly Everett (Folklore), Karen Dobbin-
Williams (Nursing), Kate Lahey (Gender Studies), Morgan Manuel (Geography), Myriam 
Osorio (MLLC), Norm Catto (Geography), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), Stephan Curtis 
(History), Dwayne Avery (English), Danine Farquharson (English), Dave Wilson (Science), 
Andrea Keating (Dean’s Office), Christopher Lockett (English), Amanda Bittner (Political 
Science), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (QEII), Fiona Polack (English), Dominique Bregent-Heald 
(History), Heather O’Brien (Dean’s Office), Liam Swiss (Sociology), Luke Roman (Classics), 
Matthew Milner (Dean’s Office/History), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Rebecca Newhook (Co-
op Education), Renee Shute (Dean’s Office), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Sarah Gordon 
(Folklore), Sarah Kueha (Archaeology), Shannon Lewis-Simpson (Archaeology), Stephanie 
Dohey (English), Walter Okshevski (Education), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English), Natasha 
Farrell (MLLC) 
 
Regrets 
Sonja Boon (Gender Studies), Lynn Gambin (Economics) and Sharon Roseman (Anthropology) 
 

 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021 

  
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. via WebEx. A list of those present is appended. 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Additions to Agenda 
• Welcome to Dr. Shannon Hoff, Acting Associate Dean of HSS, be moved up in the 

Agenda as item #3. 
• Update from the Director of the Nexus Centre (Isabelle Côté). 

 
Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (P. Whitridge/J. Lokash). Carried. 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes 
Amendment:  Carrie Dyck was in attendance at May 5 meeting. 
 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of May 5, 2021 meeting be approved with 
amendment (P. Basabose / P. Dold). Carried. 

 
3. Welcome of Dr. Shannon Hoff, Acting Associate Dean (Curriculum and Programs). 

A warm welcome was extended to Dr. Hoff by all members of Faculty Council who were 
in attendance. 

 
4. Update from the Director of the Nexus Centre (I. Côté) 

Dr. Isabelle Côté was appointed Director in October 2020. Dr. Côté provided a brief 
summary of the role the Nexus Centre. The Centre fosters research connections in 
Canada and globally among Faculty at Memorial which includes: workshops, boot 
camps, etc. 
 

5. Update from the Chair of the Planning and Research Committee (J. Lokash). 
• The Committee is hoping to receive the final draft of the Equity Survey this week 

or early next week.  It will be sent to all ASMs in HSS. 
• Call for membership is upcoming 

 
6. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (S. Hoff/A. Craig) 

• Shannon Hoff indicated that she is looking forward to working with faculty in 
HSS 

• Calendar changes deadline is in October.  Faculty were encouraged to continue 
working on them to meet the deadline. 

• The MOU regarding a Classics Consortium in Advanced Languages between 
Memorial and Dalhousie University has been sent to the Provost’s Office now 
that consultation is complete.  It will be posted on the HSS website when official. 

• Kickstart program has started slow and steady.  English has been very strong. 
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7. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 
• There will be another CROPS Session on June 22 re:  Partnership opportunities 
• There will be a cross-faculty webinar tomorrow, June 3 re:  NSERC discover 

Horizons 
• Additional webinars will be posted on Newsline 
• ADF for Banting applications (send to Matt Milner) and SSHRC proposals (send 

to Heather O’Brien), due the first week of July. 
• Research Showcase is about to be relaunched 
• Neil Bose sent out a notification regarding Research Brown Bag session for June 

23, 12:30-1:30 
 

8. Interim Dean’s Remarks  
• Jennifer Simpson and Ailsa Craig met with the Provost to discuss the Deficit 

Reduction Plan on May 25.  Ailsa will meet with the new Provost, Dr. Strelzczyk 
on June 9. 

• There was much discussion regarding budget deficit reduction and how it can be 
achieved while maintaining strong curricular outcomes and an environment that 
supports our academic mission. 
 

9. Announcements, any other business 
• Cluster hires are in process.  Ailsa Craig will discuss timelines at the next Heads’ 

Meeting of June 16.  The Provost is encouraging submissions from Deans as soon 
as possible. 

• July 13 is the return to campus date for staff.  Dean’s Office will share any 
information that arises.  Questions can be directed to Ken Hopkins. 

• There was discussion on return to campus for students, teaching plans, remote and 
on-campus teaching, and guidelines for departments.  Ailsa Craig reassured 
faculty that information will be communicated to departments, faculty and 
students as it is received from upper administration.  The aim is to make sure that 
guidelines are circulated in a timely manner to faculty, staff and students. 

• The Provost’s Office will begin the search process for a new Dean of HSS as soon 
as possible.  Our office will be requesting nominations to serve on the Search 
Committee from ASMs in HSS. 

 
10. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List of Attendees 
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Ailsa Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Andrea Keating 
(Dean’s Office), Renée Shute (Dean’s Office), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s Office), Heather O’Brien 
(Dean’s Office), Matthew Milner (Dean’s Office/History), Sarah Penney (Dean’s Office), 
Beverly Evans-Hong (Dean’s Office), Stephan Curtis (History), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-op 
Program), Wendy Mosdell (English), Norm Catto (Geography), Peter Whitridge (Archaeology), 
Trevor Bell (Geography), Arn Keeling (Geography), Jennifer Lokash (English), Jillian Gould 
(Folklore), Kathyrn Simonsen (Classics), Liam Swiss (Sociology), Lincoln Addison 
(Anthropology), Holly Everett (Folklore), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Barry Stephenson 
(Religious Studies), Jeffrey Howard (Classics), Karin Thomier (Digital Learning Centre), Kelley 
Totten (Folklore), Luke Roman (Classics), Myriam Osorio (MLLC), Pat Dold (Religious 
Studies), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Rebecca Newhook (Co-op Program), Sarah Gordon 
(Folklore), Sarah Thorne (English), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Sharon Roseman 
(Anthropology), Stewart Lawrence (History), Terri Coles (Dean’s Office), Scott Lynch 
(Economics), Isabelle Cote (Political Science), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Jennifer Dyer (Gender 
Studies), Vicki Hallett (Gender Studies), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Renée Skinner (Registrar’s 
Office), Carrie Dyck (Linguistics), Chris Lockett (English), Cory Thorne (Folklore), Jay Foster 
(Philosophy), Meghan Collett (Registrar’s Office), Malika Musah (Linguistics), Suma Rajiva 
(Philosophy), Yolande Pottie-Sherman (Geography), Chris Cogan (Geography), A. Marland 
(Political Science) 
 
There were no regrets to the meeting. 
 
 

 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 

 
  

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, May 5, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. via WebEx. A list of those present is appended. 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (N. Catto/P. Whitridge). Carried. 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of April 7, 2021 meeting be approved (P. 
Basabose/H. Everett. Carried. 

 
3. Update from the Chair of the Curriculum and Programs Committee (N. Catto) 

N. Catto moved that the following motion(s) be accepted and seconded as indicated:  
•  English 3159: Contemporary African-Canadian Literature (J. Lokash; 

carried) 
•  Political Science 4250: The European Union (P. Whitridge; carried) 
•  Usage Limitation for Language Study Courses (P. Basabose; carried) 

 
 

4. Update from Chair of the Planning and Research Committee (J. Lokash) 
• The Centre for Institutional Analysis and Planning (CIAP) will act as custodians 

for the Equity Survey. CIAP will soon receive the draft equity survey and 
information on when it will be released for faculty will be forthcoming.  

• The Planning and Research Committee provided a response to the Strategic Plan 
and encouraged members of the faculty to provide feedback on the document as 
well. The feedback was well received in Senate.  
 

5. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (A. Craig) 
• Fall Instruction: The expectation is that most classes will be on campus in some 

capacity. Some classes will be remote or online learning depending on density. 
We will have to wait on more guidance from the Provincial Health Officials 
which is expected the week of June 1.  

• Kickstarter program: Thank you for the work everyone did to support and 
participate in this initiative.  

• This is the last faculty council with Dr. Jennifer S. Simpson as Dean. We wish her 
all the best in her new position and her future endeavors. 

 
6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

• An email will be circulated with research announcements for details on: 
o Shifting Gears Webinars 
o Collaborative Research Opportunity Planning Sessions (CROPS) 
o Tri-Agency Research Data Management Policy 
o Relaunch of the HSS Research Showcase 



o Advanced Draft Feedback 
 

7. Director of Memorial University Press (D. Tye) 
• ISER Books has been renamed “Memorial University Press.”  
• Memorial University Press has withdrawn from Congress.  
• Dr. Diane Tye’s term as director of Memorial University Press is quickly coming 

to an end. She looks forward to talking with any faculty members who wish to put 
their name forward once the call comes out.  

• Faculty members are encouraged to put their name forward and reach out to Dr. 
Diane Tye if they have any questions on the role. 

 
8. Dean’s Remarks  

• HSS Faculty Hiring – Review and Questions 
We need to have a plan to address the deficit. The Dean will communicate how 
she will address this in a Heads meeting. Mark Abrahams will be at a Heads 
meeting in May because there was strong support of that at the last meeting. Dr. 
Florentine Strzelczyk will be attending a future Faculty Council meeting because 
there was strong support of this at the last meeting as well. 

• Cluster hire update: An MOU was sent out to departments that had dossiers to 
review. Consultation will happen with the departments and business. Departments 
will put forward a recommendation to the Dean, who will then put forward a 
recommendation to the Provost, no timeline has yet been provided. Feedback was 
given to the Provost on the draft criteria, but still waiting on final criteria. Jennifer 
will send out an email confirming the consultations on the dossiers with the 
departments that received indigenous cluster hires.  

• Jennifer spoke to her leaving the role and passing things over to Dr. Ailsa Craig. 
Dr. Craig is very are aware what is going on in the faculty and has a good senior 
admin team there for support and believes Ailsa to be a great fit for the role of 
Interim Dean. She wishes all the best to all the faculty members in research and 
teaching. She also thanks Norm Catto and Jennifer Lokash and other faculty 
members for their continued service for the Faculty. 

 
9. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:04 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
List of Attendees 
Jennifer S. Simpson (Dean’s Office), Ailsa Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology), Tana Allen (Dean’s 
Office/Classics), Andrea Keating (Dean’s Office), Renée Shute (Dean’s Office), Ken Hopkins 
(Dean’s Office), Heather O’Brien (Dean’s Office), Matthew Milner (Dean’s Office/History), 
Sarah Penney (Dean’s Office), Beverly Evans-Hong (Dean’s Office), Stephan Curtis (History), 
Theresa Mackenzie (Co-op Program), Wendy Mosdell (English), Norm Catto (Geography), Peter 
Whitridge (Archaeology), Trevor Bell (Geography), Diane Tye (ISER/Folklore), Douglas 
Wharram (Linguistics), Allyson MacNeill (CITL), Arn Keeling (Geography), Jennifer Lokash 
(English), Jillian Gould (Folklore), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), Kathyrn Simonsen 



(Classics), Liam Swiss (Sociology), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), Holly Everett (Folklore), 
Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Carissa Brown 
(Geography), Carol Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Jeffrey Howard (Classics), Karin 
Thomier (Digital Learning Centre), Kelley Totton (Folklore), Luke Roman (Classics), Mariya 
Lesiv (Folklore), Myriam Osorio (MLLC), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), Nicole Power 
(Sociology), Pat Dold (Religious Studies), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Rebecca Newhook (Co-
op Program), Robert Ormsby (English), Robin Whitaker (Anthropology), Sarah Gordon 
(Folklore), Sarah Thorne (English), Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), 
Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Stewart Lawrence (History), Terri Coles (Dean’s Office) 
 
There were no regrets to the meeting. 
 
 

 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

 
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, April 7, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. via WebEx.  A list of those present is appended. 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the agenda be approved (P. Dold/H. Everett). Carried.  
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
Minutes of the Faculty Council meeting held on March 3, 2021 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of March 3, 2021 (J. Lokash/B. Schipper). 
Carried. 
 

3. Master of Philosophy in Humanities discussion with Dr. Mark Abrahams, Provost and 
Vice-President (Academic) Pro Tempore 
Items for discussion (as noted in the Faculty Council minutes from February 3rd, 2021): 

• Given success of program and high numbers of international students, why is Provost 
unwilling to fund contract position for M Phil director? 

• For some ASMs and Heads in HSS, there is a perception that resource decisions at 
MUN unfairly disadvantage HSS.  

Central points made by Dr. Abrahams and others attending Faculty Council: 
• Dr. Abrahams noted the significant deficit in HSS and the importance of bringing the 

budget under control before approval of additional expenditures. 
• In regard to a question about budget allocation formulas at MUN, Dr. Abrahams 

noted that there is no specific model used, and that generally historical models are 
used. The best predictor for an upcoming budget is what the previous year’s budget 
was. 

• Another concern raised was the Pathway Partnership Feasibility between Memorial 
University and Navitas. It was noted that there are cuts to programs, but there are 
funds for the Navitas program. Dr. Abrahams stated that this partnership will increase 
international student enrolments which in turn will generate an additional source of 
revenue. Dr. Abrahams noted that HSS will need to move forward and work with less 
funding.  

• It was noted that HSS had 10 faculty members take part in the Voluntary Retirement 
program and no new faculty within HSS have been hired. Dr. Abrahams stated that 
the Indigenous cluster hire program is funded by the VRP and that there is a 
possibility that HSS may benefit from the cluster hires in terms of receiving one (or 
more of) those positions. 

 
• Dr. Simpson noted that budget concerns will be an agenda item at the upcoming 

heads meeting. It was noted that there is interest among Faculty Council members in 
Dr. Abrahams attending another Faculty Council meeting regarding the VRP funding 
distribution and the best ways for HSS to respond to the budget deficit.  

 
4. Update from Chair of the Planning and Research Committee (J. Lokash) 

http://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/council/2021_02_03_minutes.pdf
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• Equity Survey 
J. Lokash thanked everyone for attending the March 11th discussion on the HSS 
equity survey draft. Any other feedback can be sent to jlokash@mun.ca.  

 
5. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (A. Craig) 

A. Craig thanked faculty and staff for their hard work over the course of the semester. 
 

6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 
• T. Allen noted that HSS Newsline will be sending out information regarding research 

grant workshops. 
• MUN Press is considering whether toparticipate or not in Congress 2021. Dr. Tye 

welcomes feedback from faculty (dtye@mun.ca). 
 

7. Dean’s Remarks 
• Acting Associate Dean (Curriculum and Programs) - Appointment Process 

A call for expressions of interest for the AD position will be sent out in the next few 
days. If you have any questions about the role, contact acraig@mun.ca. 

• HSS Faculty Hiring - Review and Questions – This item will be discussed at the May 
Faculty Council meeting 
 

8. Announcements, any other business 
Dr. Rajiva noted that the George Story lecture is on May 19th with Professor Tanehisa Otabe 
virtually.  

 
9. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
  

mailto:jlokash@mun.ca
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List of Attendees 
 
Scott Lynch (Economics), Charlene Burke (Dean’s Office), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Anne 
Thareau (MLLC), Norm Catto (Geography), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Wendy 
Mosdell (English), Anne Staveley (English), Jay Foster (Philosophy), Joel Deshaye (English), 
Mark Abrahams (Provost-vice President), Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Theresa Mackenzie 
(co-op), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Carrie Dyck (Linguistics), Patricia Dold (Religious 
Studies), Kurt Korneski (History), Danine Farquharson (English), Jeff Webb (History), Ken 
Hopkins (Dean’s Office), Jennifer Dyer (Gender Studies), Cory Thorne (Folklore), Dominique 
Bregent-Heald (History), Arn Keeling (Geography), Bill Schipper (English), Holly Everett 
(Folklore), Jennifer Lokash (English), Christopher Lockett (English), Dave Wilson (Science), 
Jillian Gould (Folklore), Jennifer Simpson (Dean’s Office), Ailsa Craig (Dean’s 
Office/Sociology), Allyson MacNeill (CITL), Andrea Keating (Dean’s Office/Co-op), Andrew 
Loman (English), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Library), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Fiona 
Polack (English), Josh Lepawsky (Geography), Justin Fantauzzo (History), Karen Stanbridge 
(Sociology), Karin Thoemier (Digital Learning Centre), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Kelly 
Totten (Folklore), Liam Swiss (Sociology), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), Lisa Holdworth 
(Philosophy), Milka Musah, Maria Mayr (MLLC), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Myriam Osorio 
(MLLC), Nancy Pedri (English), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), Rebecca Newhook (Co-op), 
Renee Shute (Dean’s Office/Academic Advising), Robert Ormsby (English), Robin Whitaker 
(Anthropology), Sarah Thorne (English), Sarelle Azaelos (Gender Studies), Seamus O’Neill 
(Philosophy), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Stephan Curtis (History), Stewart Lawrence (History), 
Sumangali Rajiva (Philosophy), Terri Coles (Dean’s Office), Trevor Bell (Geography), Vicki 
Hallet (Gender Studies), Yolande Pottie-Sherman (Geography), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), 
Brad Levett (Classics), Diane Tye (Folklore), Edita Bosak (History), Erwin Warkentin (MLLC), 
Lisa Moore (English), Luke Roman (Classics), Matt Milner (History/Dean’s Office) 
 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

 
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, March 3, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. via WebEx.  A list of those present is appended. 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the agenda be approved (J. Lokash/H. Everett). Carried.  
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
Minutes of the Faculty Council meeting held on February 3, 2021 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of February 3, 2021 (H. Everett/N. Catto). 
Carried. 

 
3. Update from Chair of the Curriculum and Programs Committee (N. Catto) 

N. Catto moved that the following motion(s) be accepted and seconded as indicated:  
• Diploma in Northern Peoples, Lands, and Resources (J. Lokash; carried). 

It was noted that a communication plan will need to be established between HSS and 
the School of Artic and Subarctic Studies at the Labrador Institute regarding the 
administration of the program. A. Craig and N. Catto noted that they will report to the 
Curriculum and Programs Committee the suggestion of open communication. 

 
4. Update from Chair of the Planning and Research Committee (J. Lokash) 

• George Story Distinguished Lectureship 
J. Lokash noted that the Committee recommended to the Dean the nomination from 
Dr. Sean McGrath in the Department of Philosophy for the George Story 
Distinguished lectureship. This recommendation was accepted by the Dean. 
The lecturer is Professor Tanehisa Otabe of the University of Tokyo, who will deliver 
a lecture entitled “Aesthetic Disinterestedness: Kant, Schopenhauer, Heidegger, and 
Duchamp.” The aim is to hold the lecture online in May 2021. 

 
• NSERC USRA competition 

J. Lokash noted that the deadline for the 2021 NSERC USRA competition is on 
March 8th. 

 
• Equity Survey update 

There will be an HSS discussion on Thursday, March 11 to engage faculty in an 
informal discussion of the current draft survey. This session will be recorded so the 
Committee can capture the details of the discussion.  

 
5. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (A. Craig) 

• Reminder of the Collaborative Teaching Support Sessions 
HSS and CITL are still holding remote support sessions. The next session will be on 
March 26 at 12 p.m. If you have any specific questions, please send them to 
acraig@mun.ca. 
 

mailto:acraig@mun.ca
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• Kickstart courses update 
Eight course from HSS have been approved for the2021 Kickstart program. This 
program offers courses to high school students who have been accepted for Fall 2021 
admission.  

 
6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

• A Fine Crowd is on March 25th. An email was sent to Heads asking for any major 
fellowships or publications that were awarded within their departments. 

• Banting Postdoctoral applications are open. Contact Heather O’Brien 
(hssresearchadmin@mun.ca) or Matt Milner (hssresearchgrants@mun.ca) if you have 
questions. 

• We will be hosting a couple of workshops in May regarding SSHRC insight grants. 
Information will follow closer to the date. 

• All funding opportunities can be found at the HSS Funding tracker site.  
 
7. HSS Themes 

J. Simpson noted that individuals in the Dean’s Office and Heads have worked with results 
from a survey completed by Heads in consultation with their units to identify four themes in 
the areas of teaching, research, and creative work in HSS (document is available here). It was 
noted that these themes are supported by the President’s Office and now would like the 
endorsement of the Faculty. 
 
Concern regarding the theme Space and Place is orientated away from humanities except for 
the ethics. The Dean noted that the HSS Themes can be reviewed again at Faculty Council in 
6 to 12 months to expand the language of Space and Place. 
 
It was moved and seconded to endorse the HSS Themes (S. Curtis/H. Everett). Carried. 
  

8. Dean’s Remarks 
• Faculty hiring update 

The Dean noted that she and Ailsa had a meeting with the Provost recently about faculty 
positions within HSS. Through the Voluntary Retirement program HSS lost ten faculty 
positions. Because of the shared staffing program, HSS has reduced its budget deficit. The 
Provost has also indicated that HSS needs a plan to reduce the deficit in order to open 
conversation about faculty positions.  J. Simpson noted that at the March 17th Heads meeting 
Faculty hiring will be discussed and can be brought back to Faculty Council again. 
 

• History Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
J. Simpson noted that funding for a post-doctoral fellowship was received by the Department 
of History. The position is currently advertised and the successful candidate could begin the 
role in Fall 2021.   
 

9. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
  

mailto:hssresearchadmin@mun.ca
https://www.hss.mun.ca/funding/
https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/documents/HSSThemesDraft06Jan21.pdf
https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/documents/HSSThemesDraft06Jan21.pdf
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List of Attendees 
Jennifer S. Simpson (Dean’s Office), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s Office), Ava Provencher (MUNSU), 
Scott Lynch (Economics), Karine Abadie (MLLC), Stephan Curtis (History), Norm Catto 
(Geography), Ailsa Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), 
Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Alex Marland (Political Science), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Arthur 
Sullivan (Philosophy), Jay Foster (Philosophy), Jennifer Lokash (English), Jillian Gould 
(Folklore), Arn Keeling (Geography), Diane Tye (Folklore), Dominique Brégent-Heald 
(History), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Myriam Osorio (MLLC), Rebecca Newhook (Co-op), Seamus 
O’Neill (Philosophy), Stewart Lawrence (History), Suma Rajiva (Philosophy), Theresa 
Mackenzie (Co-op), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Allyson MacNeill (CITL), Dave Wilson 
(Science), Heather O’Brien (Dean’s Office), Karen Stanbridge (Sociology), Luke Roman 
(Classics), Lincoln Addison (Anthropology), Lynn Gambin (Economics), Matt Milner 
(History/Dean’s Office), Meghan Collett (Registrar’s Office), Nicholas Lynch (Linguistics), 
Renee Shute (Dean’s Office), Pat Dold (Religious Studies), Sarah Thorne (English), Jeffrey 
Howard (Classics), Trevor Bell (Geography), Lisa Holdsworth (Philosophy), Wendy Mosdell-
Wadman (English) 
 
Regrets 
Peter Whitridge (Archaeology), Carrie Dyck (Linguistics) 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

 
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, February 3, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. via WebEx.  A list of those present is appended. 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (N. Catto/P. Dold). Carried.  
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
Minutes of the Faculty Council meeting held on January 6, 2021 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of January 6, 2021 (S. Curtis/P. Whitridge). 
Carried. 

 
3. Update from Chair of the Curriculum and Programs Committee (N. Catto) 

N. Catto moved that the following motion(s) be accepted and seconded as indicated: Political 
Science 6840: Political Parties in Canada (P. Whitridge; carried). 

 
4. Update from Chair of the Planning and Research Committee (J. Lokash) 

J. Lokash noted that the deadline for submissions for the George Story and Henrietta Harvey 
Distinguished lectureships is February 5th. 
 

5. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (A. Craig) 
• Reminder of the Collaborative Teaching Support Sessions 

HSS and CITL are still holding remote support sessions. The next session will be on 
February 24 at 12 p.m. If you have any specific questions, please send them to 
acraig@mun.ca. 

• Peer Mentoring training information 
A. Craig noted that the Student Experience Office has created peer mentor training 
based in Brightspace. This training provides resources to build engagement and 
support for peer mentors and peer lead programs. A. Craig will provide more 
information within an email in the coming days. 

• Accessibility and accommodations for synchronous online teaching 
There have been student concerns about accessibility related to internet access for 
online learning. It is helpful if students have access to recorded sessions or to 
instructors lecture notes as supplemental materials to address this concern.  

• Remote Learning Survey summary results 
CITL conducted a survey in October 2020 asking undergraduate and graduate 
students about their experiences during the fall 2020 semester. 453 students 
responded to the question “What was your biggest challenge in the fall 2020 
semester?”. There were no areas where HSS stood out as particular areas of concern 
compared to the university over all, and the results show we are doing well with 
communication and understanding from instructors. Full results available at: 
https://citl.mun.ca/Student_experience_survey_report.pdf. 
 

 

https://citl.mun.ca/Student_experience_survey_report.pdf
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6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 
• T. Allen noted the deadlines are approaching for the SSHRC Exchange funding and 

the Internal Conference fund. 
• On February 11th at 11:30 a.m. there will be a SSHRC Town hall hosted by Dr. 

Vianne Timmons, President, MUN and Dr. Ted Hewitt, President, SSHRC, via 
Brightspace (available here). 

• The NSERC USRA award deadline is March 8th. 
• All funding opportunities can be found at the HSS Funding tracker site.  

  
7. Dean’s Remarks 

• Updates 
- MPhil 
We have received interest for the MPhil directorship position. A call for expressions of 
interest to serve on a review committee for the role of Director has been circulated with 
the deadline of February 5th.  
Dr. Abrahams is scheduled to attend Faculty Council on April 7th to address the following 
questions: 

- Given success of program and high numbers of international students, why is 
Provost unwilling to fund contract position for M Phil director? 

- For some ASMs and Heads in HSS, there is a perception that resource decisions 
at MUN unfairly disadvantage HSS. Can he speak to this? 

 
• For Discussion 
- Advising in HSS 
HSS has been reviewing the current advising compensation model and notes the lack of 
parity; therefore, a new model has been proposed to Heads. The new model is posted to 
the HSS Faculty Council website for review (available here). 
 
It was motioned that Faculty Council endorse the working plan and that it will remain 
under discussion for feedback and consultations going forward. Moved and seconded (N. 
Catto/S. Curtis) and passed with no objections. Any questions can be sent to Charlene 
Burke (charlenes@mun.ca). 

 
- HSS Themes 

Individuals in the Dean’s Office and Heads have worked with results from a survey 
completed by Heads in consultation with their units to identify four themes in the areas of 
teaching, research, and creative work in HSS (document is available here). It was noted 
that these themes are supported by the President’s Office and the Dean requests the 
endorsement of Faculty Council at the March meeting. However, concerns related to 
faculty and students recognizing each department in these themes were raised. A question 
to keep in mind while moving forward with these themes is “How well do these themes 
project each discipline?”  

 
- MUN Strategic Framework 

The Dean noted the “What We Heard” is available online and feedback can be provided 
to strategicplanning@mun.ca. At the next Head’s meeting (February 17th) Heads can also 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=SmDC8XyQLN8
https://www.hss.mun.ca/funding/
https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/documents/HSSAdvisingDraftJan21.pdf
https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/documents/HSSThemesDraft06Jan21.pdf
https://www.mun.ca/strategicplanning/What-we-heard.pdf
mailto:strategicplanning@mun.ca
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discuss what priorities for HSS are related to the document and can send a joint response 
between Head’s and the Dean’s Office. 

 
8. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
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List of Attendees 
Jennifer S. Simpson (Dean’s Office), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s Office), Norm Catto (Geography), 
Patricia Dold (Religious Studies), Peter Whitridge (Archaeology), Stephan Curtis (History), 
Jeffrey Howard (Classics), Scott Lynch (Economics), Stewart Lawrence (History), Rebecca 
Newhook (Co-op), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Ailsa Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology),  
Alex Marland (Political Science), Diane Tye (Folklore), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), 
Holly Everett (Folklore), Jillian Gould (Folklore),  Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Matt Milner 
(History/Dean’s Office), Meghan Martin (Registrar’s Office), Sarah Thorne (English), Danine 
Farquharson (English), Sarelle Azuelos (Gender Studies), Karine Abadie (MLLC), Milo Nikolic 
(Classics), Heather O’Brien (Dean’s Office), Maria Mayr (MLLC),  Arthur Sullivan 
(Philosophy), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Jay Foster (Philosophy), Jennifer Lokash 
(English), Luke Roman (Classics), Lynn Gambin (Economics), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), 
Theresa Mackenzie (Science), Allyson MacNeill (CITL), Erwin Warkentin (Sociology), Lincoln 
Addison (Anthropology), Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), Dave Wilson (Science), Liam Swiss 
(Sociology), Carrie Dyck (Linguistics), Andrew Loman (English), Michelle Rebidoux (Religious 
Studies), Myriam Osorio (MLLC), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Suma Rajiva (Philosophy), 
Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Lisa Holdsworth (Philosophy) 
 
Regrets 
Terry Bishop-Stirling (History) 



Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

 
The regular meeting of the Faculty Council, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, was held 
on Wednesday, January 6, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. via WebEx.  A list of those present is appended. 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved and Seconded that the Agenda be approved (J. Lokash/P. Whitridge). Carried.  
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
• Minutes of the Special Faculty Council meeting held on November 25, 2020 Moved 

and Seconded to accept the minutes of November 25, 2020 (S. Curtis/H. Everett). 
Carried. 

• Minutes of the Faculty Council meeting held on December 2, 2020 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of December 2, 2020 (D. Farquharson/P. 
Whitridge). Carried. 

• Minutes of the Special Faculty Council meeting held on December 7, 2020 
Moved and Seconded to accept the minutes of December 7, 2020 (J. Lokash/D. 
Farquharson). Carried. One abstention. 

 
3. Presentation on Navigate in HSS (20 minutes, inclusive of Q&A) (T. Nault, University 

Registrar) 
T. Nault shared a PowerPoint presentation. He highlighted that a main goal of Navigate for 
Memorial University is student retention and increase graduation rates. The presentation 
demonstrated how Navigate can help HSS with communication between faculty, students and 
staff; it provides students with access to resources (appointment booking with advisors); and 
can assist with providing progress reports for enrolments. 

 
4. Update from Chair of the Planning and Research Committee (J. Lokash)    

• HSS Equity Survey 
The equity survey will be administered this term. It was noted that questions related 
to race and religion will be included in the survey. 

• The George Story and Henrietta Harvey Distinguished Lectureships 
The deadline for nominations for George Story and Henrietta Harvey Distinguished 
Lectureships is January 15, 2021. 

 
5. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (A. Craig) 

• Online development requests with CITL  
There were 18 requests received to develop online courses, with 12 being approved 
by CITL. Departments that have been approved to develop online courses have been 
contact by Ruth Hickey, CITL. 
A. Craig noted that the HSS Remote Teaching Support sessions will continue into 
the Winter term. An update with dates/times will be provided at a later date. 

 
6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (T. Allen) 

• Peter Cashin Prize 
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The Peter Cashin Prize nomination deadline is February 1st, 2021. 
T. Allen noted that she attends the Awards Advisory Committee. This committee 
exist to identify award recipients for external awards. January 15th is the deadline to 
receive interest for the SSHRC Impact Awards. 

 
7. Dean’s Remarks 

Updates 
• A memo was sent out on January 5th regarding next steps for the Master of MPhil 

Philosophy in Humanities program. The memo noted that the stipend and the course 
remission would be increased. The deadline to receive expressions of interest for the 
Director of the program and the Advisory Committee is January 20th. 

• Advising in HSS 
HSS has been reviewing the current advising compensation model and notes the lack 
of parity; therefore, a new model has been proposed to Heads. The new model will 
be posted to the HSS Faculty Council website for review (update: available here). 
Discussion will continue at the February Faculty Council meeting. 

• HSS Themes 
Individuals in the Dean’s Office and Heads have worked with results from a survey 
completed by Heads in consultation with their units to identify four themes in the 
areas of teaching, research, and creative work in HSS (update: document is available 
here. Discussion will continue at the February Faculty Council meeting. 

 
8. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
  

https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/documents/HSSAdvisingDraftJan21.pdf
https://www.mun.ca/hss/faculty_staff/documents/HSSThemesDraft06Jan21.pdf
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List of Attendees 
Jennifer S. Simpson (Dean’s Office), Ken Hopkins (Dean’s Office), Norm Catto (Geography), 
Patricia Dold (Religious Studies), Peter Whitridge (Archaeology), Stephan Curtis (History), 
Jeffrey Howard (Classics), Scott Lynch (Economics), Stewart Lawrence (History), Rebecca 
Newhook (Co-op), Tana Allen (Dean’s Office/Classics), Ailsa Craig (Dean’s Office/Sociology),  
Alex Marland (Political Science), Andrea Keating (Dean’s Office), Diane Tye (Folklore), 
Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), Holly Everett (Folklore), Jillian Gould (Folklore),  Kathryn 
Simonsen (Classics), Kelley Totten (Folklore), Lisa-Jo van den Scott (Sociology), Matt Milner 
(History/Dean’s Office), Meghan Martin (Registrar’s Office), Sarah Thorne (English), Danine 
Farquharson (English), Renee Shute (Dean’s Office), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Sarelle Azuelos 
(Gender Studies), Daniel Kudla (Sociology), Terry Bishop-Stirling (History), Karine Abadie 
(MLLC), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Elizabeth Glenn (History), Heather O’Brien (Dean’s Office), 
Maria Mayr (MLLC), Tom Nault (Registrar’s Office), Tina Wall (Registrar’s Office), Arthur 
Sullivan (Philosophy), Barry Stephenson (Religious Studies), Cory Thorne (Folklore), Jay Foster 
(Philosophy), Jennifer Lokash (English), Luke Roman (Classics), Lynn Gambin (Economics), 
Mark Stoddart (Sociology), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), Rober Martinez-Espineira 
(Economics), Sarah Gordon (Folklore), Theresa Mackenzie (Science), Trevor Bell (Geography), 
Carol-Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Karen Stanbridge (Sociology), Karin Thomeier 
(Digital Learning Centre), Allyson MacNeill (CITL)  
 
Regrets 
Philippe Basabose (MLLC) 


	10
	 Department of Archaeology
	o Certificate in Indigenous Studies Fall 2021 updates (K. Simonsen; carried)
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	o Regulations 15.3.1 (K. Simonson; carried)
	 Department of Gender Studies
	o Master of Gender Studies Guidelines (J. Dyer; carried)
	 Department of Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures
	o French 4656: Francophonie in Belgium and Switzerland (P. Basabose; carried)
	 Department of Religious Studies
	o Amended and Deleted Courses (P. Dold; carried)
	o Regulation 15.17.4. (P. Dold; carried)
	It was noted these changes were made because of depleted resources, namely the loss of faculty members.
	 Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
	o Breadth of Knowledge requirement (K. Simonsen; carried)

	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	01

