Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting
Wednesday, January 15, 2025
1:00 p.m. via Webex

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on
Wednesday, January 15, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached.
Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting.

1.

Land Acknowledgement

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement:

We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmagq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and
building responsible relations.

Approval of the Agenda

Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda.

-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3 and #4).

-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: O. Moro-Abadia/J. Peters)
Carried

Regular Agenda:

Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley)
- New Faculty Members
Dr. Ruth Murambadoro in Gender Studies
Ms. Stacie Swain in Religious Studies and Gender Studies
Mr. Bryn Tapper in Archaeology
Dr. Chinelo Ezenwa in English
o Dr. John McLevey in Sociology
- Associate Dean of Research
o Thank you to Dr. Tana Allen for your work as Associate Dean of Research.
- HSS Staff Review
o Interviews are now completed, and meetings have commenced. The results are
being compared to other departmentalized faculties and the supports they have.
- Budget Processes
o The Dean’s Office are continuing to respond to the budget news regarding tuition.
17 more sections have now been added to accommodate the large waitlist.
o Most sections are being taught by PClIs with large classes of 40 or more students.
o Based on this information, long term planning will need to be considered.
- Faculty Hiring
o The limited hiring program is active. Strong cases are being made for all the
positions that were approved.
o All hiring requests and cases will now go through the President’s Executive
Council (PEC). The Dean’s Office will be in touch once the results of the PEC
deliberation are clear.
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10.

11.

Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2024-2025 (K. Simonsen)

- All Calendar Change Proposals have now gone through SCUGS. There were a couple
requiring further edits and another meeting to discuss, but the others are all slated for the
February meeting of Senate.

- Calendar Change Proposal Deadline for emergency proposals is January 30, 2025. This
deadline is if you have any courses you wish to add/edit for Fall 2025. It is encouraged to
submit proposals in advance of the Fall deadline to reduce the amount examined by CPC.

Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2024-2025 (M. Burchell on

behalf of A. Peters)

- The committee is working on creating a Promotion and Tenure document to clarify the
process. The document will be circulated to departments after it is finalized; please
consider department-specific requirements that can be added.

Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold)
- Field School
o Applications of Field Schools is March 15. A formal request for submissions will
be sent out within the next week.
o Applications for Harlow are currently paused until Harlow campus confirms
budget for accommodations and food.
- Sustainability of Certificates and Diplomas
o These will be reviewed during the January and February CPC meetings. Findings
and suggestions will be reported to Faculty Council.
- Generative Al Meeting
o A successful meeting was held December 16, 2024. There will be more meetings
to come to further discuss strategies.

Update from Acting Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell)
- SSHRC $10,000 grant due February 3, 2025. If you have any questions, please inquire
with Matt Milner, who is the main contact.
- ISER $500 Best Student Award (undergraduate and graduate)
- Thank you to ISER and Smallwood.
- Please fill out the Senate Survey on Research Systems.
- Nexus Centre (presented by J. Selby)
o Nexus Centre Scholars Incubator Program deadline January 17, 2025.
o The website is currently being revamped.

Announcements, other business, questions

Adjournment
-Meeting adjourned at 2 pm

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, February 5, 2025, 1:00 p.m. (Webex Only)
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Attendance:

Jeff Howard (Classics PCI Rep), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Ken Hopkins (HSS Dean’s
Office), Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s Office), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-op Ed), Melanie
Coughlin (Religious Studies), Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Sara Mackenzie
(Linguistics), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English), Karine Abadie (MLLC), John Peters
(Sociology), Patricia Dold (HSS, Dean’s Office/Religious Studies), Stephanie Field (HKR), Joel
Finnis (Geography), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Max Viatori (Anthropology), Barry Stephenson
(Religious Studies), Mark Stoddart (Sociology), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), Natasha
Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office/English), John Sandlos (History), Philippe Basabose (MLLC),
Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Meghan Burchell (HSS,
Dean’s Office/Archaeology), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (QEII
Library), Beverly Fitzpatrick (School of Pharmacy), Bradley Dart (Economics), Chinelo Coper
Ezenwa (english), E. R. Steele (Under Grad Rep Economics), Holly Everett (Folklore), Isabell
Coté (Political Science), Jeff Webb (History), Jennifer Selby (Religious Studies), Julie Kavangh
(Co-op Ed), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Krista Cardwell (HSS Dean’s Office), Lisa-Jo van
den Scott (Sociology), Luke Roman (Classics), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Matthew Milner (HSS
Dean’s Office/History), Meghan Forsyth (School of Music), Melanie Doyle (English/CITL),
Michelle Rebidoux (Religious Studies), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Nancy Pedri (English), Patrick
Gamsby (Sociology), Paul De Decker (Linguistics), Rebecca Newhook (Co-op Ed), Renée
Mercer (HSS, Dean’s Office), Renée Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Rober Martinez-Espineira
(Economics), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), Sarah Gordon (Folklore), Sarah Thorne (English),
Scott Matthews (Political Science), Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy),
Stacie Swain (Religious Studies), Walter Okshevsky (Education), Anne Graham (MLLC),
Julianna Will (Classics), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Cory W. Thorne Gutiérrez (Folklore), Carol
Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), John McLevey (Sociology), Daniel Kudla (Sociology),
Heather C. O’Brien (HSS, Dean’s Office), Jay Foster (Philosophy), Joybayda Gulshan Ara (Grad
Student Rep Political Science), Renée Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), Ruth Murambadoro (Gender
Studies), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office)

Regrets:
Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Jamille Lawlor (MLLC)



