Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting
Wednesday, September 11, 2024
1:00 p.m. via Webex

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on
Wednesday, September 11, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is
attached. Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting.

1. Land Acknowledgement
Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement:
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmagq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and
building responsible relations.

2. Approval of the Agenda
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda.
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3).
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: M. Burchell/J. Selby) Carried

Regular Agenda:

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley)

-Welcome to incoming department heads: M. Viatori in Anthropology, S. Matthews in Political
Science, J. Finnis in Geography, O. Moro-Abadia in Archaeology, C. D’ Arcangelis in
Gender Studies, N. Pedri in English, J. Selby in the Nexus Centre, and S. Roseman in ISER,
Smallwood and MUN UPress

-Thank you to outgoing heads: R. Ormsby in English, V. Grimes in Archaeology, A. Bittner in
Political Science, A. Keeling in Geography, 1. Cote in the Nexus Centre.

-A. Carter Tier II CRC approved in May

-L. Rankin Research Chair in Northern Indigenous Community Archaeology renewed for
another term; names Fellow of Royal Society of Canada

-Welcome to new ASMs: M. Viatori in Anthropology, J. Will in Classics, J-G. Lauzier in
Economics, B. Long in Economics, A. Tucker in English, B. Misiuk in Geography, M.
Masoudi in Geography, S. Fong in Linguistics, N. Whalen in Philosophy, M. Coughlin in
Religious Studies and Philosophy.

-HSS has been approved for 6 new positions for the new year. Consultations will occur during
the Head’s Meetings based on position pitches submitted in spring.

-SITA funding has been restored. Details are still being worked out with regards to individual
researcher level/departmental level/faculty level initiatives. Deviations will be restricted,
with minor deviations within the same project being considered, and moving of funds from
one project to another being restricted. Information will be sent out to departments, with end
of October deadline.

-The Dean’s Office will be taking a closer look at internal programs at HSS, to see what is
working and sustainable, and what is not. Will be looking at ways to properly allocate
resources and time (Enrollment targets, ENGL 1090 offerings)
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-Any new Harlow Campus programs will not be approved until certain planning environments
are secure and more clear.

-A review of departmental operating budgets was conducted and some changes will
implemented.

-A discussion was had surrounding the Education Accord Process implemented by the province,
and how HSS is an important part of the Post-Secondary pillar highlighted in the article
presented. An option was to develop an Ad-Hoc Standing committee to contribute to the
report that will be made. Discussion was had and a motion to create an Ad-Hoc Committee
was brought forward:

Creation of an Ad-Hoc Committee of Faculty Council to contribute to the Education Accord
Process as part of the Post-Secondary Pillar. (Moved/Second: R. Whitaker/V. Hallett)
Carried

-A call for volunteers for the committee will go out.

7. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold)

-The Dean’s Office deadline to receive Calendar Change Proposals is October 15, All
departments are encouraged to put through all the proposals in the Fall, to limit the amount of
proposals put through in the Winter.

-A reminder to all about Memorial’s Sexual Harassment and Conflict of Interest Policy.
Discussion was had regarding new policies regarding space, respectful learning environments,
and student code of rights and responsibilities.

8. Update from Acting Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell)

-Four ASMs required for Planning and Research Committee. Please reach out to Dr. Meghan
Burchell for more information.

-Thank you to faculty members who submitted Insight Grants, and to M. Milner and H. O’Brien
for assisting with grant application as needed. A reminder that you can reach out if you have any
questions regarding applying for grants, etc.

-Welcome J. Selby as Director of Nexus Centre. Please reach out if you are interested in working
with the Nexus Centre this year.

9. Announcements, other business, questions
-There was discussion about returning to hybrid meetings for Faculty Council.

10. Adjournment
-Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, October 2, 2024, 1:00 p.m. (Webex Only)
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Attendance:

Natasha Hurley (Dean’s Office/English),Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Savanna Muscat
(Dean’s Office), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative Education), Meghan Burchell (Dean’s
Office/Archaeology), Michelle Rebidoux (Religious Studies), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Joshua
Goudie (Dean’s Office), Jeff Howard (PCI Rep Classics), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), Joel
Finnis (Geography), Danine Farquharson (English), Karine Abadie (MLLC), Dominique
Brégent-Heald (History), Julianna Will (Classics), Jobayda Gulshan Ara (Grad Rep Political
Science), Myra Jinrong Lei (Grad Rep Gender Studies), Blair Long (Economics), Kathryn
Simonsen (Classics), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Beverly Fitzpatrick (Pharmacy), Vaughan Grimes
(Archaeology), Patricia Dold (Dean’s Office), Jennifer Selby (Religious Studies), Mark Stoddart
(Sociology), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Joel Deshaye (English), Melanie Doyle (CITL/English),
Thanuja Mathivannan (Grad Rep Economics), Dave Wilson (Science), Heather C. O’Brien
(Dean’s Office), Emily Blackwood (Grad Rep Classics), Alyson Byrne (Business), Walter
Okshevsky (Education), Aaron Tucker (English), Bradley Dart (PCI Rep Economics), Melanie
Coughlin (Philosophy), Carol Lynne D’ Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Vicki Hallett (Gender
Studies), Maria Lesiv (Folklore), Yolande Pottie-Sherman (Geography), Matthew Milner
(Dean’s Office/History), Julie Kavanagh (Co-Operative Education), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (QE
II Library), Rober Martinez-Espineira (Economics), Cam Ho (School Graduate Studies), Barry
Stephenson (Religious Studies), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Michelle Rebidoux (Religious
Studies), Derek Messacar (Economics), Maximilian Viatori (Anthropology), Paul De Decker
(Linguistics), Nicole Whalen (Philosophy), Cory W. Thorne Gutierrez (Folklore), Seamus
O’Neill (Philosophy), Julia Polyck O’Neill, Nancy Pedri (English), Robin Whitaker
(Anthropology), Paul Akingbola (Grad Rep MLLC), Jay Foster (Gender Studies), Renee Skinner
(Registrar’s Office), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), Peggy Dzomeku (Grad Rep
Linguistics), Scott Matthews (Political Science), E.R Steele (Undergrad Rep Classics), Catherine
Losier (Archaeology), Holly Everett (Folklore), Joel Finnis (Geography), Abby Oliver
(Undergrad Rep Geography), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Sarah Penney (Dean’s Office), Lisa-
Jo van den Scott (Sociology), Sarah Thorne (English), Sébastien Rossignol (History), Suzana
Fong (Linguistics)

Regrets: Renée Mercer, Renee Shute, Sharon Roseman



