Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting
Wednesday, December 4, 2024
1:00 p.m. in A1043

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on
Wednesday, December 4, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. in A1043. A list of those who attended is attached.
Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting.

1.

Land Acknowledgement

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement:

We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmagq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and
building responsible relations.

Approval of the Agenda

Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda.

-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted. (item #3)

-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: K. Simonsen/S. Mackenzie)
Carried

Regular Agenda:

Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley)
- Waitlists/Added Sections:

o Thank you to all departments for helping to respond to the serious situation of
drops in enrolments. We now have the following solutions: waitlist/sections
added, and PCIs volunteering to increase their course caps.

o An agreement has been secured from the Provost’s Office to cost-share new
sections.

- Presentation to the Education Accord Committee:

o Presentation went very well and thank you to M. Burchell and J. Goudie for
assisting with the presentation and tech issues that arose. Another thank you to the
Ad-Hoc committee that assisted in assembling the information that was presented.

o The presentation was well received, and many good points arose: Memorial and
HSS’s centrality to the post-secondary ecosystem, and building better bridges
between K-12 and Memorial to colleges like CNA.

o A draft report should be distributed by the end of December, with more
consultation and review to be done afterwards.

Update from Vice-President, Research (T. Allen)
A discussion was held with questions from the faculty regarding the future of research and

continued support for funding projects.

Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2024-2025 (K. Simonsen)
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Thank you to all for passing the Calendar Change Proposals. The committee met for long
hours and all proposals are now passed. For next year, please consider submitting
Calendar Change Proposals earlier in the year to avoid large amounts of them being
passed by Faculty Council.

8. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2024-2025 (A. Peters)

The committee is working on developing HSS-specific Promotion and Tenure criteria. A
draft will be sent out to departments for individualization and departmental/faculty values
in the new year.

9. Update from Associate Dean of Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold)

Thank you to S. Muscat and the Curriculum Programs committee for passing all the
Calendar Change Proposals for the fall.

Any emergency Calendar Change Proposals (new faculty courses to be offered in Fall
2025) must be submitted by January 30", 2025. They will not be in the upcoming
university calendar but can be completed regardless.

The Graduate Scholarship Adjudication Committee is missing one member. The
workload of the committee is light and mainly in the winter and end of summer months.
If you can volunteer, please reach out to P. Dold.

There will be a meeting to discuss generative AI December 16 at 11am in A5014, with
the hope to discuss strategies for future courses.

10. Update from Acting Associate Dean of Research (Acting) (M. Burchell)

SGS Baseline is being reviewed. Tri-Council funding has increased, so please keep an
eye out for any actionable items in your inbox regarding that.

Thank you for supporting the Anthropology, Archaeology and Folklore conference last
month. There were 39 students, both undergraduate and graduate students.

There will be a decision regarding the SITA applications by the Winter break.

11. Announcements, other business, questions

The Dean’s Office Winter Break is December 5% at 10am-12pm in A5014.
The next Faculty Council meeting will now be January 15, in order to accommodate the
first week of classes.

12. Adjournment
-Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. (Webex Only)
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Attendance:

Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office), Maximilian Viatori (Anthropology), Tana Allen
(Classics/VPR), Karine Abadie (MLLC), Jeff Green (Office of VPR), Barry Stephenson
(Religious Studies), Mark Stoddart (Sociology), Jeff Webb (History), Rober Martinez-Espifieira
(Economics), Heather O’Brien (HSS, Dean’s Office), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Julianna
Will (Classics), Walter Okshevsky (Education Rep), Eric Steele (Classics Undergrad

Student Rep), Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Peggy Dzormeku
(Linguistics Grad Student Rep), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Jeff Howard (Classics PCI
Rep), Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Renée Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), Matthew Milner
(Dean’s Office/History), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office), Meghan Burchell (HSS, Dean’s
Office/Archaeology), Sarah Gordon (Folklore), Anne Graham (MLLC), Scott Matthews
(Political Science), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative Education),
Jinrong Lei (Gender Studies Grad Rep), Carol Lynne D’ Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Jobayda
Giulshan Ara (Political Science Grad Rep), Dominique Brégent-Heald (History), Jamille Lawlor
(MLLC Grad Rep), Isabelle Coté (Political Science), Melanie Coughlin (Religious Studies),
Lisa-Jo van den Scott (Sociology), Krista Cardwell (HSS, Dean’s Office), Joel Finnis
(Geography), Myriam Osorio (MLLC), Catherine Losier (Archaeology), Adrienne Peters
(Sociology), Holly Everett (Folklore), Jennifer Selby (Religious Studies/Political Science),
Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office)

Regrets:

Amanda Tiller-Hacket (University Library), Cam Hong Ho (School of Graduate Studies), Renée
Mercer (HSS, Dean’s Office), Meghan Forsyth (School of Music), Nancy Pedri (English),
Danine Farquharson (English), Kelli Durdle (Faculty of Nursing), Allyson Byrne (Faculty of
Business Administration), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Wonkyoung Choi (Anthropology Grad Student
Rep)



