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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached. Dr. 
N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3). 
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: M. Burchell/M. Forsyth) 
Carried 

 
Regular Agenda: 
 

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
-Dr. Hurley gave a Budget presentation showing the previous year, current situation, and the 
look ahead for HSS.  All Faculties have been asked to make a 3% budget cut, and the Faculty 
of HSS has few places for budget flexibility.  Dr. Hurley offered an opportunity for 
questions, comments and input.  If anyone has anything further to add, please contact the 
Dean’s Office. 
 

5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2023-2024 (K. Simonsen) 
-CPC is discussing the honours essay and honours program, as there are issues around 
varying credit hours within the programs. 
-The deadline for Field Schools this year is April 30.  CPC is contemplating moving the 
deadlines on field schools to earlier in the calendar year in future calls.  More will follow 
after further discussion. 
 

6. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2023-2024 (N. Welch) 
-PRC has been asked to review the criteria for promotion and tenure.  This is generally set 
university-wide by the CA, but each faculty has capacity to look individually at how to shape 
it.  This ask from the Dean’s Office is about trying to improve and support the P&T process.  
This is an opportunity to contribute on faculty-specific guidelines.  Anyone interested in 
contributing, send an email to N. Welch (nwelch@mun.ca). Anything new being developed 
would go to Faculty Council for a vote prior to anything being implemented. 
- PRC is continuing to have conversations on supervisory guidelines for graduate students. 
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7. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 
- A Mental Health Workshop is scheduled for Thursday, April 11.  There are 5 spaces still 
available for faculty and staff to participate.  If anyone is interested in attending, contact P. 
Dold (pdold@mun.ca). 
 

8. Update from Acting Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell) 
-M. Burchell provided upcoming deadlines for various grant applications.  A Grants 
Facilitation Officer (M. Milner or H. O’Brien) need to sign off on grant applications to SGS, 
and possibly other entities prior to submission.  The GFOs offer advanced draft support for 
all grant applications.  Please reach out to them for guidance, assistance, and answers to any 
questions you may have. 
- The federal government is putting a new Research Security Policy in place, and it comes 
into effect May 1, 2024.  This may impact some grant applications submitted past the May 1 
date.  M. Burchell provided a link to the information for review: 
https://www.hss.mun.ca/funding/news_items/67 
 

9. Announcements, other business, questions 
-In response to a query, Dr. Hurley indicated they would put the item of how HSS is dealing 
with AI/plagiarism issues on the agenda at a future meeting. 
 

10. Adjournment 
-Meeting adjourned at 1:55 pm 

 
Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, May 1, 2024, 1:00 p.m. (Webex Only) 
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Attendance: 
Sarah Penney (HSS Dean’s Office), Rose Frew (HSS Dean’s Office), Andrea Stapleton 
(Business Administration), Amanda Bittner (Political Science), Arn Keeling (Geography), 
Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Dominique Brégent-Heald (History), Jeff Howard (Classics PCI), 
Karine Abadie (MLLC), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Isabelle Côté (Political Science), Jennifer 
Selby (Religious Studies), Julie Kavanagh (Co-operative Education), Joshua Goudie (HSS 
Dean’s Office), Julianna Will (Classics), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Kellie Durdle (School of 
Nursing), Luke MacIssac (English Under Grad Student Rep), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Mariya 
Lesiv (Folklore), Matthew Milner (HSS Dean’s Office/History), Meghan Forsyth (Music), 
Meghan Burchell (HSS Dean’s Office/Archaeology), Dave Wilson (Human Kinetics and 
Recreation), Natasha Hurley (HSS Dean’s Office/English), Anne Graham (MLLC), Heather C. 
O’Brien (HSS Dean’s Office), Lynn Gambin (Economics), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Myriam 
Osorio (MLLC), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), Patrick Gamsby (QEII Library/HSS), Rebecca 
Newhook (Co-operative Education), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Robert Ormsby 
(English), Roberto Martínez-Espiñeira (Economics), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), Sarah Thorne 
(English), Sébestian Rossignol (History), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Sharon Roseman 
(Anthropology/ISER), Stephanie Field (Human Kinetics and Recreation), Suma Rajiva 
(Philosophy), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative Education), Tony Fang (Economics), Walter 
Okshevsky (Education), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English), Yolande Pottie-Sherman 
(Geography), Carol-Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Danine Farqharson (English), Emil 
Francis (Gender Studies Under Grad Student Rep), Gloria Boadi (Economics Grad Student Rep), 
Jillian Gould (Folklore), Renée Mercer (HSS Dean’s Office), Robin Whitaker (Anthropology), 
D.R. Gamble (MLLC), Patricia Dold (HSS Dean’s Office/Religious Studies) 
 
Regrets:  
Renee Shute, Amanda Tiller-Hackett, 


