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1.0 Introduction 
The Laboratory Safety Committee (LSC) advises and reports to the Vice-President (Administration 
and Finance).  The LSC harmonizes laboratory health and safety issues under a single umbrella. 
The LSC will address issues related to working and teaching with hazardous products and any 
other lab-specific hazards in a standardized manner. 

2.0 Mandate 
 To develop, recommend, update and maintain Memorial University’s (university) 

Laboratory Health and Safety Management System  

 Review findings of inspection and hazard identification and risk management activities 
carried out by authorized health and safety personnel. 

 To oversee the application and implementation of health and safety processes within 
the university’s laboratory disciplines.  

 To receive and review reports related to laboratory health and safety services, activities, 
incidents, and interventions in laboratory areas and to develop corrective strategies 
where needed. 

 To establish strategies to ensure ongoing and adequate surveillance, hazard 
identification, and risk management of laboratory activities.  

 Promote health and safety awareness to the university community 

3.0 Committee Composition 
The University has established and shall maintain a committee comprising of members of the 
University community, representatives of employee and student groups. The membership will 
consist of faculty, staff and student representation.  A voting member can send an alternate in 
their absence. 

 One voting member form each of the following units: 

o Department of Biochemistry 

o Department of Biology 

o Department of Chemistry 
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o Department of Engineering and Applied Sciences 

o Department of Earth Sciences 

o Department of Physics and Physical Oceanography 

o Faculty of Medicine  

o School of Pharmacy 

o Marine Institute, Ridge Road  

o Ocean Sciences Center  

o Grenfell Campus  

o 1 graduate student member to be recommended by the Graduate Student Union  

 Non-voting members include:  

o EHS Coordinator, Chemical Management and Assurance  

o EHS representative(s)  

o Recording Secretary 

 

The laboratory safety committee voting members shall appoint the committee chair.  

3.1 Membership Term 
Committee membership term for both members and the chair is effective for two years and can 
be extended upon mutual agreement of EHS and the individual member. 

4.0 Role and Responsibilities 

4.1 Chair 
 Shall be appointed by the laboratory safety committee voting members; 

 Shall chair meetings and work with the Recording Secretary to plan the meeting agenda 
and prepare, with the assistance of the recording secretary, meeting minutes; 

 Shall be entitled to participate as a member of the Committee in discussion, decisions 
and recommendations; 
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 Shall appoint one member of the Committee to act on his or her behalf in the absence 
of the Chair; 

 Shall appoint members of the Committee to act on issues and report back to the Chair 
and the Committee; and 

 Shall be empowered to call special purpose meetings of the Committee. 

4.2 Recording Secretary 
 Shall be provided by EHS; 

 Is a non-voting member of the committee; 

 Shall be responsible for recording the minutes of the meetings and for issuing notices of 
the meeting after consultation with the Chair;   

 Shall distribute copies of the minutes to the committee members, EHS Advisor(s) and 
Coordinator, Chemical Management and Assurance;  

 Shall prepare and distribute the agenda of the next meeting to the committee members, 
EHS Advisor(s) and Coordinator, Chemical Management and Assurance; and 

 Maintain all laboratory safety committee documentation. 

4.3 Environmental Health and Safety 
 EHS has the authority to modify, suspend, revoke and terminate any laboratory 

activities that are deemed to pose an unacceptable risk to life or health and safety. 
Decisions to suspend, revoke or terminate the right to operate a laboratory may be 
appealed.  

 EHS, in consultation with the LSC, has the authority to amend the Laboratory Safety 
Management System.  

5.0 Meetings 

5.1 Frequency 

The LSC shall meet quarterly.  

At the discretion of the Chair, special meetings may be called to:  
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 Review and act upon laboratory incidents or causes for concern.  

 Review and modify laboratory health and safety processes.  

 Consider matters referred to the members of the LSC. 

5.2 Quorum 
The quorum for the committee shall be at least half of the voting members. 

5.3 Attendance 
Members who miss 50% or more of the meetings in a year will be excused from the LSC. 

5.4 Agenda 
The reporting secretary shall distribute an agenda to all members prior to each meeting  

5.5 Meeting Minutes 
The reporting secretary or designee shall record and distribute, electronically, meeting minutes 
in consultation with the committee chair.  
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6.0 Committee Membership 
 

Representative 

 

Position Department Phone 

Dr. Michele Piercey-
Normore 

Voting Member Grenfell – 
Environmental 
Science 

 

Dr. Patricia Cousins Voting Member HSC  864-3360 

Dr. John Hanchar Voting Member Earth Science 864-2334 

Dr. Nick Ryan Voting Member Chemistry 864- 8099 

Andrea Darby-King  Voting Member Biology  864-4004 

Ms. Judy Perry Voting Member MI  778-0563  

Dr. Chris Deacon Voting Member Physics and Physical 
Oceanography 

864- 8788 

Dr. Wei Qui Voting Member Engineering and 
Applied Science 

864-4303 

Dr. Iain McGrath Voting Member OSC  864-3272 

 Voting Member GSU  

Ms Heather Fifield  
Voting Member 

Biochemistry  864-8551  

Dr. Lili Wang Voting Member Pharmacy 777-7053 

Jon Collins Non-voting member  EHS 864-7827 

Dr. Ro Hobbs Non-voting member  EHS  

Kendra Whelan  Non-voting member  EHS  864-3769 

 

          


