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MAPPING THE 'TECH RIGHT'
THROUGH A DISCARD STUDIES
LENS

The 'tech right' is a shorthand term increasingly used to describe
a political formation associated with Silicon Valley billionaires,
their thought shapers, and the Trump administration. Members of
this political formation are—and have been for some time—
engaged in what could be described as two linked projects, one
negative and one positive, but both involving mappings of various
kinds. Their negative project is about delineating what the tech
right explicitly calls 'The Enemy’; their positive project delineates
geographic imaginaries about how social order ought to be
arranged.

My discussion about the tech right addresses this political
formation from a discard studies lens. It starts from the premise
of discard studies that all systems must discard people, places,
and things so as to maintain at least a semblance of order and
internal coherence. Paying attention to who, what, where, when,
and under what conditions such discarding takes place is an
efficient way to assess a system's morals and values, both
explicit and latent, what they may portend and how counter
strategies to them might be enacted.

Some early thinking along these lines can be found here:
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Josh Lepawsky
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Josh Lepawsky is Professor of Geography at
Memorial University of Newfoundland. He is
fascinated by connections between geography,
technological systems, and their discards. Questions
informing his research include: where and how are
contemporary discards made? Where do they travel
and where do their effects accumulate? Who gets
what discards, where, how, and under what
conditions? He is also interested in how
maintenance and repair, broadly conceived, might
offer both literal and figurative lessons for figuring
out how to live well together in permanently
polluted and always breaking worlds. More about his
work can be found at:
https://electronicplanet.xyz/about/blog/
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