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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Relationships First: Rethinking Educational Engagement examines the fundamental 
principles and practices of relational restorative justice approaches in the context of 
current education theory and philosophy. Content focuses on an examination of 
educational engagement as understood through the lens of relational theory.  Particularly 
suited to the complexities of the day, this course is an exploration and analysis of current 
relational, restorative justice education theories and practices in school contexts locally, 
nationally, and internationally.  As a comprehensive alternative to dominant schooling, 
relational engagement offers significant potential for renewed perspectives on safe and 
caring school policies, inclusion policies, and classroom dynamics as well as for 
curriculum content and design, pedagogy, and assessment. Drawing on ancient and 
contemporary Indigenous and spiritual traditions, it also explores the recommendations in 
the recent Truth and Reconciliation Report (2016). As students examine both the 
promises and challenges associated with educational engagement through relational 
restorative justice education, they will also experience and practice its various pedagogies 
in assignments and class activities. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 This course will provide participants opportunities to: 

1) explore ancient and contemporary origins and philosophies of restorative justice 
and its influence on current educational context;   

2) compare and analyze  pedagogies and practices of restorative justice with 
traditional pedagogies and practices. 

3) examine emerging restorative justice approaches in schools, locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

4) experience, practice, and critique restorative justice pedagogy. 
 
For course offering information and registration details see Faculty of Education Website 
or contact:  
  
Darlene Flight 
Academic Program Administrator 
Faculty of Education, Graduate Programmes 
St. John's, NL 
A1B 3X8 
Tel: 709 864 3324 Fax: 709 864 4379  email: dflight@mun.ca	


