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Public-place smoking bans are among the most widely-used tobacco
control policies in the world. Indeed, all Canadian provinces/territories
have adopted bans, the timing of which varied from June 2003 to May
2008. We exploit this variation to estimate the effect of smoking bans on
Canadian youth, testing for heterogeneity by Indigenous identity. While
there has been some research on how the bans affect adults, there has
been no consideration of Canadian youth. Moreover, to our knowledge,
there has been no research on how smoking bans affect Indigenous
peoples, among whom the rates of smoking and exposure to second-
hand smoke are considerably high. Using a difference-in-differences
model and microdata from the Canadian Community Health Survey, we
find the bans reduced smoking and exposure to second-hand smoke in
public places for Canadian youth aged 12 to 17. We find no evidence of
displacement to private vehicles or homes on the extensive margin,
however there was an increase in the number of people who smoke in
homes. The most notable finding of our work is that, among Indigenous
youth, exposure to second-hand smoke in homes fell by 33 percent as a
result of the bans. At the same time, Indigenous youth experienced large
gains in self-reported health and life satisfaction. We conclude that, in
addition to reducing smoking and exposure to second-hand smoke in
public places for all Canadian youth, the bans fostered an awareness of
health risks, thus decreasing these behaviours in Indigenous homes.
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