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THE SPURWINGED PLOVER 

VANELLUS MIOO NOVAEHOLLt\.NDIAE (STEPHENS) 
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The results of the road eurvey were to 

accurac1 of the school eurvey·reeulte. 

SCHOOLS~ 

to check the 

The f' orm ot the school survey was adapted t"rom a similar 

census carried out by Readsh.av (1968), in which he determined 

the distribution of pied ourrawong {Strepera r:r:1:cul~ga)flacke 

1n regions of South-eastern Australia. 

The aurve1, consisted of two questionnaires accompanied 

by an explanatory letter and a plover identification chart 

w'hioh were sent out tb all country schools and many urban 

schools throughout tasmania and the Strait islands. 

The schools ware selected from a list consisting or State and 

private sahools oompiled by the Ta!'illan1an Dep.'ll'tment of 

Education. Wherever possible, survey papers wera sent to two 

or more schools in ea.oh area to provide a basis tor within . 

area comparison, The tvo questionnaires (Appendix I, Table ••• ) 

were identical in content, one being for Spu:rwinged the other 

tor Banded Plovers. The questionnaires were oonstr-uoted to 

obtain information on ooourrence, flocks sizes, population 

sizes and habitat1 0£ ea.ch species. 

Distribution of the questionnaires commenced in 

,July and was completed within two weeks, July we selected for 

distribution because it -was expected, and subsequently ob89l"Ved; 

that at this time the large autumn-.~inter flooka of both species 

would be dispersed more evenly over.their habitats in 

/J. 
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