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Abstract

+ Discusses cultural representations of drug use, North American drug use
views, police officers roles in SCS’s, and interactions between substance users.

+ Finds a fractured power dynamic between police authority and substance
users in major Canadian cities.

+ Highlights history of police abuse and corruption, ill-informed notions about
drug consumption, and the effectiveness of Harm Reduction.

+ Suggests potential for a new system of operations focusing on mediation and
collaborative care, rather than punitive justice and reform.

e Factors affecting the relationship between police officers and substance users
include government and judicial laws void of collaborative care, substance
stigma, poverty, and social background.

e Harm reduction aims to minimize negative consequences of substance
consumption by individuals who are unable to quit.

 Emphasizes preventing harm rather than preventing drug use.

e Access to effective treatment is crucial for those struggling with drug issues, but
many are unable or apprehensive to seek help because of police roadblocks.

e It's important to offer drug users choices that reduce the dangers associated
with drug use and prevent harm to themselves.

e Harm reduction information, services, and interventions are crucial for
supporting the health and safety of individuals.

The Role of Police and Policing
Substances in Canada

e Drug culture and consumption is currently a criminal offence in both macro and micro
spheres of communal living in Canada.

* Drug users can access areas of society and perform drug consumption wherever they can
find it and not be persecuted, including in public parks, greenery, downtown streets, and
abandoned sites.

* The problem between drug users and police officers is the reality that police officers
have the same access and jurisdiction to overlook these spaces and public spaces
marginalised by drug users; often subjecting them to social control by neighbourhood
residents, leading to surveillance and poor treatment.

e Key behaviours of police officers by first hand
substance users include unnecessary
detainment, pervasive questioning, and
projecting guilt and stigma for drug
consumption,

e The sanctity and safety of drug users' spaces
can be compromised when they face a
confronting officer after an overdose. Police
behvaiours towards individuals struggling with
addiction as suggests needing to be controlled
or “fixed”.

e If this dynamic persists, rates of drug
incarceration will continue to rise and the push
for safe consumption sites will cease to increase.

The Importance of Safe, Sanctioned,
Unbiased Consumption Sites in Canada

e Safe drug consumption sites are seen as a designated space that allows for sovereign
regimes and beliefs to remain outside the walls and consider the well being of the
individual rather than the wellbeing of society.

e The focus on examining drug users in communities often comes when the damage is
done and many find themselves dead or hospitalized from overdose or withdrawal
side effects.

e Safe consumption sites need to have at least one constant at all times to ensure the
priority is given to the drug user at hand, and that is medical and social science
based expertise tailored to an addiction perspective.

e Upon police arrival at a drug use and emergency situation at a consumption site, the
progressive and protective measures felt by all within the space completely eradicate
and they now are seen as victims or perpetrators.

e The lack of purposeful attention and importance in seeking out lived drug usage
experience is a significant reason for the lack of growth in Safe Consumption Sites
(SCS) in more cities in Canada.

Safe Consumption Sites (SCS’s) in Canada: A Study

e The interaction between police and the systems they serve and drug users
frequenting these sites is a continuous battle between proper guidelines on
responding to overdose, resuscitation from overdose, and preventable side
effects from consuming drugs.

e The presence and actions of police officers in SCSs can be a barrier to SCS
access, but a decrease in police presence encourages the uptake of harm
reduction services.

e Adverse interactions between substance users and police, particularly those
involving police abuse, violence, victimization, and discrimination, create and
perpetuate this barrier.

e A significant number of untreated individuals that recreationally use substances
in Canada remain unfunded and unprotected under government sanctions.

e First hand accounts of substance users note that interactions with police officers
at Canadian SCS’s are often fragmented, unsupported, accusatory, and
demeaning.

e SCSs provide non-stigmatizing places for substance users and let users remain
the keepers of power and knowledge about drug-using experiences, and as well
as trained individuals to handle matters of drug overdose, instability, and
mediating healthcare/social care.

e Despite their effectiveness, there's limited information on contextual factors
influencing SCS implementation and sustainability.

The Opiod Crisis in Canada: Key Literature
Results on SCS’s and Police Officers

Across Canada in 2023, there was a combined total of 9554 documented deaths and
hospitalizations in Canada due to opioid poisoning in substances, yet there is still a
lack of progressive inquiry into the effectiveness of Substance Use Services (SCSs) in
social crisis and policing to address the crisis.

The experiences of Canadian pre-existing trial SCS's show commonality between
police fixation on ideologies of danger and criminality associated with drug use, rather
than cooperative interaction.

Despite research showing the potential of SCS's, there is a lack of resources and
attention within Canada, contributing to inadequate funds, poor management, and
policies on police officer restrictions.

e Literature review discusses proposed solutions including governmental
policy work to create more inclusive immersion into society: housing, job
opportunities, and centers for substance users to have access to open
counselling, health sessions, and sterile injection sites.

e Literature review also notes awareness towards power imbalances that can
occur in realms where clear hierarchies are put in place, and agendas
rooted in trying to educate the public on traumatic or harsh matters can be
easily misled without first-hand representation of substance-using
individuals.

Proposed Solutions Based on Literature Analysis

e First hand accounts and scholars advocate for the use of drug consumption
sites as places of healing and support for those in crisis or chronic cycle
addiction.

e Suggests mandated trainings necessary for graduation and job maintenance
in police academies rooted in addictions-based crises.

e Advocates for consultation with individuals who use substances in policy
creation.

e Suggests the creation of a board of inquiry with representatives from health
and social science backgrounds to invesitgate drug based human rights
violations.

e Suggests the creation of a mandated step by step process that creates safety
plans and for substance users that police officers should follow during calls.

e Open and operate SCSs under a controlled substance act approved by
government representatives.

e Prioritize trauma-informed modules and conduct matters under law
once crisis has been momentarily reduced until an updated substance
act including the legalization of drugs can be put in place in Canada.

e Power led authority figures and institutions need to make strides in fixing
substance dominant ideologies and adapting a more outreach-friendly
approach to treating and managing persons in the community affiliated
with drug consumption.
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