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● This dwelling had two occupational periods:
1. Colony of Avalon (1622-1636)
2. Pool Plantation (1638-1696)

● Despite the continued settlement at the site, both 
occupations took different religious, social, and 
economic paths. 

● Measuring 36 ft x 23 ft and two stories tall, the Mansion 
House is only part of a more complex structure that also 
consists of:

■ A detached kitchen
■ A parlour
■ A stable
■ A buttery/cold room
■ A private courtyard
■ A second, smaller dwelling

● Although excavations of this principal dwelling are plenty, 
it has remained overlooked, causing the structure’s 
broader significance to evade a comprehensive 
examination in the form of a stand-alone study.  

Primary
● To discern the religious, social, and economic impacts of 

the Mansion House as seen (or not) through the transition 
from Calvert’s Colony of Avalon to Kirke’s Pool Plantation. 

● Examining the architectural transformations of the 
Mansion House throughout the seventeenth century, 
exploring how these changes met the requirements for, 
and reflected, the needs of the settlement between both 
occupations. 

Secondary
● To create a publicly accessible digital map that 

showcases the Mansion House Complex and its evolution 
throughout seventeenth-century. 

● ArcGIS will be used to create a StoryMap that “virtual 
visitors” will be able to explore and learn about this 
impressive piece of Newfoundland’s history. 

Social Archaeology
● It explores how individuals of the past expressed 

themselves through the material culture that has   
been left behind.

●  Inspired by Hendon (2007) who successfully applied 
this to household production and social relations by 
viewing the household as the outcome of individual 
actions, considering them as a product of the interplay 
between structure and agency and broader social 
structures. 

Mansion Model
● Used by North and Thomas (1971), this model will be 

employed as an effective tool for interpreting the 
architectural remains and spatial arrangements of the 
Mansion House complex during its formative years. 

● This model saw a large, central (to the settlement) manor 
house where the lord and his dependants lived and 
performed administrative roles.

Company Town Model
● Explained by Porteus (1970), this model sees 

multi-purpose, company-built structures used by workers 
throughout most of their working years.

● Before the 20th century, most company towns were seen 
as industrial landscapes that mirrored the technical and 
social aspects needed for a method of production.

Step One:
● The religious, social, and economic contexts of the 

Mansion house during the Colony of Avalon period will be 
analyzed, primarily using the manorial model as it aligns 
with Calvert’s ideology for this New World venture (in 
comparison with his previous estates in England and 
Ireland). 

● Structural remains, paired with archival analysis, will be 
crucial since continued occupation at the site has caused 
a lack of Calvert-era material culture to remain. 

● Visiting the Centre for Newfoundland Studies and 
consulting the Archives and Special Collections Division 
at the QEII library will be helpful.

Step Two:
● The religious, social, and economic contexts of the 

Mansion house during the Colony of Avalon period will be 
analyzed, primarily using the company town model as the 
“company” could refer to Kirke’s Pool Plantation business. 
This is important since his business relied, and focused, 
on the import and export of goods.

● An extensive artifact analysis will be undertaken using 
artifacts housed at the Colony of Avalon and the Queen’s 
College Collections.

Step Three:
● Using ArcGIS, a StoryMap will be created and linked to 

the Colony of Avalon’s website to showcase the Mansion 
House and allow people to become “virtual visitors” to the 
site. 
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