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● What is this project? 
○ This project is creating infographics on each Indigenous archaeological culture in NL with key information and 

resources for the general public to learn more about the Indigenous archaeological history in NL. 
○ These infographics will be published on the Department of Archaeology’s website for the general public to view. 

● Jared is a settler with family roots in Conception Bay North and Central Newfoundland—home of the Beothuk and 
Mi’kmaq since time immemorial. In his work, he strives to help correct colonial misconceptions about Indigenous 
history, motivated by his experience growing up in urban Newfoundland and not learning about Indigenous Peoples.

● Hannah is an Indigenous Person with Inuit and settler ancestry from Charlottetown, Labrador, with family ties to 
William’s Harbour—home of Inuit and Innu since time immemorial. 

● We would like to recognize that the territory we gather is the unceded and ancestral territory of the Beothuk and 
Mi’kmaq, and that the territory known as Labrador as the ancestral territory of the Inuit and Innu.

● We would also like to thank the Department of Archaeology for their continued support. 

● Why is this project important?
○ This project is important as it aims to fill a gap in public education on the Indigenous history in this province. In 

particular, it seeks to fight the narrative that Indigenous Peoples are “new” to Newfoundland and Labrador. It 
shows that Indigenous Peoples have been here since time immemorial, with at least 9,000 years shown in the 
archaeological record, to date. 

○ Jared, by growing up in urban Newfoundland and working with Indigenous community members, has seen the lack 
of resources available to those outside the discipline of archaeology to learn about past First Peoples. 
Likewise, Hannah, growing up in rural Labrador and being an Indigenous Person, believes there needs to be 
more public access to the archaeological history of the First Peoples in NL. 

● Who is leading this project?
○ This project was co-created and led by Jared T. Hogan, PhD Candidate & Per Course Instructor, and Hannah 

Russell, BSW Student, at Memorial University. 
○ Jared T. Hogan (He/Him) is a settler from Mount Pearl, Newfoundland, whose research explores the 

representation of Indigenous Peoples in museums and education spheres. Currently, Jared is a PhD Candidate in 
Archaeology and a Per Course Instructor in Anthropology, Archaeology, Education, and Sociology at Memorial. 

○ Hannah Russell (She/Her) is an undergraduate student in her third year working towards her Bachelor of Social 
Work at Memorial University’s School of Social Work. Hannah is from Charlottetown, a small, rural community on 
the south coast of Labrador, coming from a family of mixed settler and Inuit ancestry.  

Introduction

● Where did this project come from?
○ The project was born out of Hannah’s creative ideas for completing assignments in Jared’s undergraduate course in 

Winter 2024. 
○ It started as an assignment completed by Hannah in Jared’s ARCH 3290: First Peoples in Newfoundland and 

Labrador class in Winter 2024. 
○ Hannah decided to do infographics as part of her semi-weekly summaries of the First Peoples in NL. 

● How is this project going?
○ Currently, Jared and Hannah are working to create drafts of each archaeological culture. 
○ Once complete, infographics will be submitted to the Department of Archaeology for the Faculty Committee 

review before publishing them on the website. 

Researcher’s Positionality

● The Indigenous history in NL a is contentious, with many non-Indigenous residents of the province thinking there 
are no past or contemporary Indigenous Peoples in NL. 

● This way of thinking has been perpetrated by:
○ Public Education: 

■ Neglects to include Indigenous history in public school curriculum.
■ Perpetuates harmful, false narratives (e.g., Mi’kmaw Mercenary Myth) that undercut Indigenous presence 

in the province. 
○ Heritage Initiatives:

■ Neglects contemporary Indigenous history. 
■ Perpetuates harmful, outdated information (e.g., use of outdated, racist terminology). 

○ Provincial Politics:
■ Omits Indigenous Peoples in the Terms of Union between Canada and Newfoundland in 1949. 

Background

● To fill the gap in public education on the Indigenous archaeological history in the province. 
● To highlight the need for Indigenous voices in the understanding of the deep, archaeological past. 

Objectives

● Information has been gathered from a variety of academic and grey sources, including textbooks, academic 
articles, Indigenous Government websites, and university online databases. 

● This information was then compiled into infographics using Canva, a web-based graphic design software, to 
make visually appealing infographics. 

● Infographics have been organized in three main Indigenous Archaeological Cultures, adapted from Neilsen 
(n.d.):
○ First Nations:

■ Labrador / Maritime Archaic | Intermediate Period Peoples | Recent Period Peoples | Innu* | Mi’kmaq* | 
Beothuk

○ Past Arctic Peoples: 
■ Pre-Dorset | Groswater | Dorset

○ Inuit: 
■ Ancestral Inuit | Inuit*

● Archaeological Cultures: groups of past Indigenous Peoples grouped together based on archaeological 
interpretations of their material culture (or belongings left behind). These are not how these Indigenous 
Peoples would have seen or called themselves.

*These are contemporary groups with material culture in the archaeological record; these are the names of groups as 
determined by the Indigenous communities in NL. 

Methods

Acknowledgements ● As almost all the knowledge available on First Peoples in Newfoundland and Labrador is written by settler 
archaeologists and anthropologists, we recognize the need for more work to record Indigenous Peoples 
perspectives on the First Peoples in Newfoundland and Labrador, if they so desire. 

● As such, future work needs to be conducted in partnership with the applicable Indigenous communities in the 
province. 

Future Work


