
Identify and record known
enslaved individuals in
Newfoundland and Saint Pierre
et Miquelon between the 17th-
19th centuries  through
extensive archival research
and the examination of records
(historical and archaeological).

Objective 1

Resources:
The Rooms, Centre for
Newfoundland Studies,
Maritime History Archives
Virtually – Arche Musée et
Archives (SPM), Library
and Archives Canada,
National Archives UK

Compile archival and
archaeological evidence to
identify locations associated
with enslavement and dissect
visibility and accessibility of
resources. This stage of
research will compare the
current understanding of
enslaved labor in the North
Atlantic to other interpretations
of erasure of enslaved labor. 

Objective 2

Direction: 
Continuation of archival
research
Visiting accessible
locations

Generate/contribute to an
absent body of work regarding
enslaved African labor in the
North Atlantic fisheries
dissecting the importance of
acknowledging the material
and historical documentation
deficit as representative of
systemic erasure. 

Objective 3

Direction:
Public engagement at
Ferryland and/or other
available spaces
presenting findings to
visitors
Construction of thesis

The narrative of enslavement through the
17th-19th centuries is unconsidered and
perpetuated as nonexistent with a deficit
of historical records of enslavement
carrying on
Transitory fisheries populated by people
of lower classes – enslaved Africans have
gone largely unnoticed by archaeologists
and historians attempting to provide
comprehensive histories of these areas 

Background & Scope
My research attempts to provide a more
realistic and complex analysis of the
enslaved labor forces working within the
context of the North Atlantic fisheries in
Newfoundland and Saint Pierre et Miquelon.

Literature focused on African enslavement tends
to focus on the US, Caribbean, South America,
and Africa
Selective history celebrating Canada as a safe-
haven - lack of attention to Canadian slavery

Existing Literature

Afrocentric and decolonial
research of African diaspora
Almost a singular pillar
reinserting the reality of
enslavement and restore
dignity to a previously
under-considered North
Atlantic population

“Black Harbour”
2023 publication Black Harbour: Slavery and the
Forgotten Histories of Black People in
Newfoundland and Labrador by Xavier Michael
Campbell and Heather Barrett

As archaeology’s tangible record stands
as the most democratic telling of the past,
taking notice of this selective history can
empower and engage disenfranchised
descendants
Known deficit of information altogether -
although there is a more recently
acknowledged and “discovered”
presence from historians and
archaeologists alike in the region

Limitations

Excerpts of Archival Records:

Excerpt of 1791 will of John Benger of Ferryland. PROB 11/1227/235, The
National Archives, Kew. Courtesy Barry Gaulton. 

Excerpt of 1679 petition of Thomas Oxford. CO 1/43 (83), Public Archives,
Canada. Courtesy Barry Gaulton.

1769 Saint Pierre et Miquelon burial of Marie Anne. Paroisse Saint-Pierre.
Registre des actes de baptême, mariage et sépulture, 1763-1787. Archive
Canada, origine DPPC, Série G1.Courtesy Catherine Losier.

1769 Saint Pierre et Miquelon baptism of Jean André. Paroisse Saint-Pierre.
Registre des actes de baptême, mariage et sépulture, 1763-1787. Archive
Canada, origine DPPC, Série G1.Courtesy Catherine Losier.
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Postcolonialism
Afrocentrism
Marxist archaeology/alienation
Relevance to Caribbean and US historical
archaeology

Theoretical Background
Archaeology plays a vital role in the
representation of Newfoundland and Saint
Pierre et Miquelon narratives and can be
broken down into a few succinct
frameworks.

Why is there a deficit of
historical and archaeological
evidence of enslavement? 

The archival excerpts are few and
far between, but not nonexistent.
Within fishery spaces, domestic
servants and (enslaved) laborers
were part of an undocumented

group altogether making resources
sparse.
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