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With | ast summer déds shoreline erosion fresh in
digging a nortksouth test trench a few metigasck from the eroding embankmemtArea D.

The goal was to identifin situ cultural remains that may be at risk from tidal action, as well as

mitigate the impact that future protective measures may cause to these same cultural resources.
Thel x 6 metre trenctexposed the remains of a stone footing from'& 1®early 28-century
structure(Figure 1) That this building was likely a dwelling can be demonstrated by the large

Figure 1: Stone footing uncovered at Area D.

number of domestic artifacts including cast iron stove parts, cemmdglasstablewares clay
tobacco pipes, faunal remains and clothing items such as buttons and Rokbss.

Hol | o wa y9B0ghotograph of Ferryland shows several dwellings in this parhefPoo]
thesecondhorthernmost being the likely candidébe these excavated remairelow this
feature was ach organic deposit containing a mix of mostly™&nd 19-centurymaterial but

a few 17-centuryobjects. Thesoil matrix indicatesthat this area was likely used for gardening
prior to the construction of the I®entury dwellingwvhile some otheearlierartifacts may have
originated froma late 1¥-century houseast of the trench previously reported by Crompton
(2001).



Next, we turned our attention back to the two ongairggas of investigation at Area F:thg

massive builderds trench directly sandRthd of t he
terracesouth ofthe Calverterastable and brewhous& 1 x 5 metreareawas excavated on each

si de of tréneh, nost ofthd work @ngolving the physical removal of several feet of
essentially sterile fill to reach a thin construction deposit at the b¢Emure2). The associated

- “

Figure 2:

Buil der 6s tren
excavatioriooking

north,Area F.




cultural material is important not only for what it tells us about the cartgiruof the Mansion
House but also about the tasks and daily activitie¢ke masons, slatersnd carpenters who

built it. Fragments of brickioof slate lime stoneand window glass were dispersed amongst bits
of ceramic cookingotsand storageessels, clay tobacco pipesd the remnants of former
mealsin the form offish and mammal bones (Figuse One small piece of slate was incised
with a series ointersectingeircles, likely created by a mason using a set of dividecempass
(Figure4). Its exact purpose remainsagrmtain, although itould be related to the manufacture of
slate gaming pieces severalbof which weae found inotherearly contexts aterryland.

Figure 3: Earthenware storage and cooking vessels and faunal remains found at the bottom of
the builderdéds trench, Area F.

Figure 4: Incised slate recovered
from the bottom of
trench, Area F.




Excavationsn the terraced areauth of the stable and brewhoyseduced a significant

quantity of17"-century material, most of it datirig the first half of the centur§Figure 5) A
surprisingnumber of roof slate fragments, sometimes in the hundreds per excavaticasunit

well as many pieces of limestone and dow glass fragments aseemingly associated withe

early constructiomnd occupatioofCal ver t 6 s .AThiais encouragmd as it rpay
suggest that there is aarly structuren the terracgperhaps east or south of our current
excavation. Aralternative interpretation is that this terrace was a work area for early tradesmen
who built nearby structures such as the brewhouse, stable, and Mansion House.

Figure 5: Excavationof the teraced area south of the Calvert era brewhouse and stable, Area F.

Several clayobaccopipe bowls (ca. 162@0) wererecovered during this operatioss werea

small number of copper aglets)-platedstraight pinsa small bucklend the top of a copper
thimble(Figure 6) Roughlyone hal f of a | arge Rhenish stoneyv
in the same deposit and later pieced together in th&lhevasimajority of artifactshowever,

werecoarse earthenware fragments, most of which were heavily trampdesinall pieces. This

terrace was clearly an area of significant actibiyits exact purpose will only be revealed

through further investigation.

During the last four weeks in the field season we redirected most of the field crew to Area B,
whereprevious excavations uacered portions of the f7century cobblestone street and below
it remnants of preolonialoccupationdy European ngratoryfishers and the Beothuk (Gaulton



Figure 6: (leftand cente) ca. 162040 clay tobacco pipe bowls and (right) copper aglets and tin
plated straight pin recovered duriagcavatiorof the terraceArea F.

and Hawkins 204, 2015). Our focus this year was on thea-colonial depositén an effort to
acquie information on the exterandnatureof these occupation¥hree separate featuregre
revealedeach representing a tiict episode n  F e r ragylhistornyd 6 s e

The uppermost feature aswell preserved fireplace represented by large flat beach, toak
courses high at the back and with a single course for the heartkFigore7). It measures

1.55m long by 12m wide. Some of the rocks on the floor are reddened and/or spalled from
repeatedeatexposure and there are pockets of charcoal throughout. At the front of the hearth
and in associated deposits to the eastearthenware fragmenpsoduced inNorth Devonas

well as theoccasional clay tobacco pipEhe featurejts dratigraphic positionand associated
artifactsall signify its use as a coalbom fireplace built and usday fishers from thé&nglish

West Country sometime in the latter™1t® early 17" century.

Figure 7: Cook
room hearth,
Area B.



