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Abstract:
Quadratic pairs on a central simple algebra over a field were introduced by Knus, Merkur-

jev, Rost, and Tignol in “The Book of Involutions” in order to work with semisimple linear
algebraic groups of type D in characteristic 2. In this first talk we will review the definition,
basic properties, and classification of quadratic pairs. Many of these results still hold when
working over an arbitrary base ring instead of a field, so we will discuss this generalization
as well - in preparation for the second talk.


