Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

Summer Program in Japan



Description

The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) provides graduate students in health research with an eight-week research experience in Japan, an introduction to the science and science policy infrastructure in Japan, and an orientation to the culture and language.

For additional information, please consult the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) website:   http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-summer/index.html
Eligibility Requirements

The program is open to Canadian citizens and permanent residents of Canada at the time of application. 

At the time of application an applicant must be:

· enrolled in a graduate program (Master’s or Doctoral level) in a health related field at a Canadian institution;

· pursuing studies in a health related field.

Candidates who have previously been awarded a Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Award are not eligible to apply.

Participants are responsible for allowing adequate time before departure to apply for and receive passports and visas (or other appropriate travel documents). Before applying for the summer program, permanent residents of Canada should verify their ability to travel, without difficulty, outside of Canada to Japan.

Host Researchers and Host Institutes

Host researchers must be employed full-time at a university, inter-university research institute, national laboratory or other institute that actively carries out research.  Research assistants are not eligible as host researchers. Please consult the JSPS web site for a list of potential host institutes. 

Other institutions that are not listed on the web site may also be eligible. You may contact CIHR if you are unsure about the eligibility of a particular institution.

CIHR will not assist candidates in finding host researchers. If you are unsure how to find a host, we suggest that you ask your supervisor or other researchers in your area of interest whether they can recommend any contacts or colleagues in Japan. Literature or internet searches are also useful ways of identifying researchers in your area of interest. The following website provides some tips on contacting host researchers: http://www.nsftokyo.org/sp-hints.html.

Lodging Arrangement
Participants should ask their host in advance to arrange public domicile accommodation for them, e.g., in international students’ lodges or dormitories of the host institution. Please note that room availability in public domicile might be limited; therefore, arrangements should be made early. 

Insurance

Participants are insured collectively during their stay in Japan. The insurance covers any injury and illness incurred by the participant while in Japan. Participants will be informed of the details of the insurance contract upon their selection.

Closing Date

The closing date for receipt of applications is November 1. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.  

Applications 

A complete application consists of:

· The original and three copies of the application form;

· Two letters of reference;

· Official transcripts of the candidate's complete academic record to date (CIHR will only accept an official student's copy of the transcript if submitted in the original sealed envelope from the institution. Certified true copies will NOT be accepted).

· Statement from the university attesting to enrolment in a graduate program;

· Evidence of exchanges or letters of acceptance/invitation from potential host researchers (e.g., copies of e-mail communications with potential hosts);
· Proof of citizenship or permanent resident status if born outside Canada.

Review Criteria

· Academic excellence;

· Research potential;

· Communication skills;

· Interpersonal and leadership abilities;

· Linkage between current research and the proposed research, and future research/career goals.

Duration of Support and Effective Dates

The duration of the program is approximately eight weeks, from June to August. Exact start and end dates vary each year. Successful candidates will be informed of the final program schedule. An example of the 2004 JSPS Summer Program schedule is available on the JSPS website. 

JSPS representatives will meet you upon your arrival. The first week of the program is dedicated to an orientation session, including an introduction to the language, culture and research systems of the host country, as well as activities. Approximately seven weeks are spent working on research activities at the host institution.

Stipends

Sponsoring organizations in East Asia will support living expenses. Each awardee will also receive a CIHR stipend of $3,000, which is intended to compensate, in part, for the loss of summer employment. 

Awardees will receive their air tickets from JSPS. Round-trip airfare (a discounted economy ticket) will be provided between the major airport nearest to the recipient’s city of residence and Tokyo International Airport. Flights are designated by JSPS and booked through their travel agent. 

As a result of the complex institutional arrangements, each award must be completed in its entirety, and dependents are not permitted to accompany participants during the eight-week period.

Reporting Requirements
Participants will be asked to submit a report describing the research work they carried out under this program. This report should be submitted before leaving Japan. 

Please send applications and related queries to:
Jennifer Ralph
Program Delivery Coordinator, Research Capacity Development

Tel.: (613) 957-0296

Fax: (613) 954-1800 

Email: jralph@cihr-irsc.gc.ca 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research

Room 97, 160 Elgin Street

Address locator: 4809A

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0W9

For more information, please visit:

The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Web site at : http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/index.html 
