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Collaborative project with Indonesia concludes
Tsunami damage creates need for more help

A team of nurses from Memorial’s School of Nursing traveled to Indonesia in January
for the final symposium of a collaborative project between Memorial and the Faculty of
Nursing at the University of Indonesia in Jakarta. The project on nursing, women’s health
and community outreach in Indonesia began in 1998.

A major goal of the project has been to improve the health of mothers and children in
rural Indonesia by developing educational programs for all levels of community health
workers, professional and voluntary. Memorial’s involvement has included holding
workshops and lectures in Indonesia for faculty and students on relevant topics and
improving library and learning resources. MUN faculty have also been involved in
producing an educational video on community health nursing for Indonesia and worked
to establish the curriculum for two master’s degrees at the University of Indonesia.
Fourteen students have already graduated from that program and 35 students are
currently enrolled.

The final step in the project is to influence government policy to improve community
health through improved community health nursing services. A policy paper to promote
the specialized roles and functions of community health nurses was used in the January
workshop in Indonesia and a final policy paper will be submitted to the Indonesian
government. A report on the final symposium was reported in the largest English
language paper in Indonesia, the Jakarta Post, 



The healthcare situation in Indonesia has become worse since Dec. 26 when the province
of Aceh lost at least 80,000 people to the tsunami. “For example, one town on the west
coast of Sumatra near the capital of Aceh, Banda Aceh, was completely destroyed by the
tsunami, with the exception of the mosque in the city’s center, “ said Kay Matthews,
team leader at Memorial. “What’s even worse is they lost a large group of health
professionals and people like policemen, the key people in the community you would
normally look to for help to rebuild. So they are looking for outside help and we are in a
very good position to do this. We are working on developing proposals to get funding for
another project that will include Aceh as one of the sites.”

The $1.1 million Indonesian outreach project was largely funded through the University
Partnerships in Cooperation and the Development of the Canadian International
Development Agency program, administered by the Association of Universities and
Colleges of Canada. Kay Matthews was the team leader at Memorial and Dr. Yani Hamid
served as the original project director in Indonesia, succeeded by Dr. Sahar. Other team
members at Memorial included Drs. Sandra LeFort, Donna Moralejo, Marilyn Porter,
Shirley Solberg, and Karen Webber. 




