Global Spirit 

Indigenous Arts from Around the World  
Three Spectacular Events 

May 2nd to May 4th

Toronto…Presented by the international colloquium on Indigenous Music and Dances as Cultural Property: Global Perspective, these three events offer a diversity of Indigenous expression.  A screening, a panel discussion and a concert showcase from May 2 to May 4th is co-hosted/presented by Memorial University and the University of Toronto.   All events take place at the University of Toronto.  

Screening…Guarding the Family Silver (or Ripping off the Natives)… Is a fascinating documentary exploring intellectual property rights from a Maori perspective.   Renowned New Zealand artists and filmmakers, Moana Maniapoto (Te Arawa and Ngati Tuwharetoa) and Toby Mills (Ngati Raukawa and Ngati te Rangi) film presents a number of compelling stories. 

Director/Researcher/Interviewer Moana Maniapoto is one of New Zealand's most successful Indigenous singers and leader of Moana and the Tribe.  A law graduate, Moana is also a veteran of radio and television broadcasting and was a talk show host on the first national Maori radio station.    Producer/Director/Interviewer Toby Mills also has a successful history as a film and stage actor and director of the first Maori theatre company Te Rakau Hua o te Wa o Tapu.   For further information visit: http://www.moananz.com/
This evening is co-presented/hosted with the ImagineNative Film & Media Arts Festival.  We invite you to join Moana & Toby for this presentation and a post screening discussion.  Friday, May 2 ~ Room 119 in Victoria University (Museum Subway Station), University of Toronto @ 8 PM ~ Tickets: $5.00 (available at the door). 

Panel…. Indigenous Music and Dances as Cultural Property: International Perspectives…This panel features four stellar speakers who have been deeply involved in initiatives relating to Indigenous rights with the World Intellectual Property Association, UNESCO and many others.   Together they will discuss the progress and challenges at these transnational levels and explore responses in various countries and sectors. 

Speakers include Peggy Bulger (The World Intellectual Property Organization and the Quest for Cultural Conservation), Stephen Wild (Australian Implications of the UNESCO Convention on Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage), Anthony Seeger, (UNESCO and Intangible Cultural Heritage) along with Facilitator and Respondent, Dr. Greg YoungIng (Aboriginal delegation to WIPO).

This panel takes place on Saturday, May 3 ~ Room 119 in Victoria University (Museum Subway Station), University of Toronto @ 8 PM ~ Admission is FREE.

Concert…. Global Spirit: An Indigenous Showcase…Capping three days of workshops, film screenings, performances, presentations and discussions, is an international concert of Indigenous artists. Rarely has such an array of Indigenous song and dance been presented in a single evening.  

Global Spirit: An Indigenous Showcase presents an extraordinary lineup of performers from seven countries.  Traditional art forms -- Australian didgeridoo (Joe Neparnnga Gumbula), Saami joik (Per Niila Stalka), Hawaiian hula (Amy Stillman)—take their place alongside contemporary expressions – Inuit word art (Taqralik Partridge), First Nations contemporary song (Cheryl l’Hirondelle) and Grammy award-winning Native American flute and drum (John-Carlos Perea). 

Our headliners offer a compelling blend of traditional and popular music with tinges of jazz, Latin, and electronica.  The Saami duo consisting of Frode Fjellheim and Ulla Pirttijarvi riff on the deep tradition of joik that characterizes people and places by means of vocal gymnastics.  Maori artists, Moana and the Tribe – an ever-changing group that features the diva of Maori contemporary music, Moana Maniapoto -- brings the energy of traditional genres such as hakka to the modern stage. 

Please join host Andre Morriseau on Sunday, May 4 @ Walter Hall in the Edward Johnson Building, University Toronto, 80 Queen’s Park ~ 7:30 PM (Doors open at 7:00 PM) ~ Tickets: $15 (Adult) / $10 (Student & Seniors).  Please see attached poster. 

For interviews and media info, please contact: Denise Bolduc @ d.m.bolduc@gmail.com / 647 225 7986

All events are sponsored by the international colloquium on Indigenous Music and Dances as Cultural Property: Global Perspectives, co-hosted by Memorial University and the University of Toronto. For further information, see www.mun.ca/indigenousIP or contact bdiamond@mun.ca. 
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