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Sample Footnote and Bibliography Forms for History Essays

It is impossible to show all of the various forms of footnotes in a guide of this nature.  If further information is required, consult your instructor or one of the style manuals.  A good rule of thumb is to provide as much information as possible to locate the source.  For example, when possible, you should cite a page number from an electronic source, but when such a source does not use page numbers you should make reference to a subheading, a chapter or paragraph number, or a descriptive phrase that follows the organizational divisions of the work cited.
The following are examples of the most commonly used types of footnotes and bibliographical entries, some of which are taken directly from the Chicago Manual of Style:
FN = Footnote form	B = Bibliography form

One author
FN: 
3. Richard B. Allen, “Satisfying the ‘Want for Labouring People’: European Slave Trading in the Indian Ocean, 1500-1850,”   Journal of World History 21, 1 (2010), pp. 45-73.
4. Alejandro Colás, Empire (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007).
 B:
Allen, Richard B.  “Satisfying the ‘Want for Labouring People’: European Slave Trading in the 	Indian Ocean, 1500-1850.”   Journal of World History 21, 1 (2010), pp. 45-73.
Colás, Alejandro. Empire. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007.

For works with two or three authors all names are included
FN:
2. Stanley Wicks, Herbert Moran, and Herbert Bonnevecchio, The Rebellions of 1837 (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1956), 890.
B:
Wicks, Stanley, Herbert Moran, and Herbert Bonnevecchio.  The Rebellions of 1837.  2nd ed. 	Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1956.

Four or more authors
FN: 
2. Edward O. Laumann et. al., The Social Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practices in the United States (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994), 69.
B:
Laumann, Edward O., John H. Gagnon, Robert T. Michael, and Stuart Michaels.  The Social 	Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practices in the United States.  Chicago: University of 	Chicago Press, 1994.

Books published electronically
With all on-line references it is important to give the URL (Uniform Resource Locator) and the date that you consulted it.  If a book is available in more than one format, you should cite the electronic version you consulted, but you should also list the other formats in the bibliography, as in the example below.  Whenever possible, include the original facts of publication, or at least the date, when citing electronic editions of older works. (When such information about a text is not available, consider consulting a different, more authoritative version.)
FN:
1. Henry James, The Ambassadors (1909; Project Gutenberg, 1996), www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/432
2. Philip B. Kurland and Ralph Lerner, eds., The Founders’ Constitution (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987), chapter 9, doc. 3, http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu (accessed 27 June 2006), 737.
B:
Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner, eds. The Founders’ Constitution. Chicago: University of 	Chicago Press, 1987. http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu.  Also available in print form and as 	a CD-ROM.

Editor, translator, or compiler instead of author

FN:
33. Robert Fagles, trans., The Iliad (New York: Viking, 1990), 22.
B: 
Fagles, Robert, trans. The Iliad. New York: Viking, 1990.

Editor, translator or compiler in addition to author
FN:
16. Yves Bonnefoy, New and Selected Poems, ed. John Naughton and Anthony Rudolf (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), 33.
B:
Bonnefoy, Yves. New and Selected Poems.  Edited by John Naughton and Anthony Rudolf. 	Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995.

Chapter or other part of a book
FN:
5. Andrew Wiese, “‘The House I Live In’: Race, Class, and African American Suburban Dreams in the Postwar United States,” in The New Suburban History, ed. Kevin M. Kruse and Thomas J. Sugrue (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006), 44.
B:
Wiese, Andrew. “‘The House I Live In’: Race, Class, and African American Suburban Dreams 	in the Postwar United States.” In The New Suburban History, edited by Kevin M. Kruse 	and Thomas J. Sugrue, 99-119. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006.

Chapter of an edited volume originally published elsewhere
FN:
8. Quintus Tullius Cicero. “Handbook on Canvassing for the Consulship,” in Rome: Late Republic and Principate, ed. Walter Emil Kaegi Jr. and Peter White, vol. 2 of University of Chicago Readings in Western Civilization, ed. John Boyer and Julius Kirshner (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986), 55.
B:
Cicero, Quintus Tullius. “Handbook on Canvassing for the Consulship.” In Rome: Late Republic 	and Principate, edited by Walter Emil Kaegi Jr. and Peter White. Vol. 2 of University of 	Chicago Readings in Western Civilization, edited by John Boyer and Julius Kirshner, 33-	46.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986.  Originally published in Evelyn S. 	Shuckburgh, trans., The Letters of Cicero, vol. 1 (London: George Bell & Sons, 1908).
Preface, foreword, introduction, or similar part of a book
FN:
17. James Rieger, introduction to Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus, by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982), lxvi.
B:
Rieger, James.  Introduction to Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus, by Mary 	Wollstonecraft Shelley, xi-xxxvii. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982.

Article in an online journal
Usually an access date is required by your publisher or discipline, include it parenthetically at the end of the citation, as in the example below.
FN:
33. Robert Brent Toplin, “The Filmmaker as Historian,” American Historical Review 93 (1988) www.jstor.org/ (accessed 2 November 1999), 1216.
.
B:
Toplin, Robert Brent. “The Filmmaker as Historian.” American Historical Review 93 (1988) www.jstor.org/ (accessed 2 November 1999), 1210-27.

Newspaper article
Newspaper articles may sometimes be cited in running text (“As William Niederkorn noted in a New York Times article on June 20, 2002, . . . ”) instead of in a note or an in-text citation, and then they are commonly omitted from a bibliography or reference list as well.  Historians, however, will insist on the full citation.  The following examples show the more formal versions.
FN:
10. William S. Niederkorn, “A Scholar Recants on His ‘Shakespeare’ Discovery,” New York Times, 20 June 2002, Arts section, Midwest edition.
B:	
Niederkorn, William S. “A Scholar Recants on His ‘Shakespeare’ Discovery.” New York Times, 	20 June 2002, Arts section, Midwest edition.

Book review
FN:
1. James Gorman, “Endangered Species,” review of The Last American Man, by Elizabeth Gilbert,  New York Times Book Review, 2 June 2002, 16.
B:
Gorman, James. “Endangered Species.” Review of The Last American Man, by Elizabeth 	Gilbert.  New York Times Book Review, 2 June 2002.

Web site
Web sites may be cited in running text (“On its Web site, the Evanston Public Library Board of Trustees states . . .”) instead of in an in-text citation, and they are commonly omitted from a bibliography or reference list as well.  The following examples show the more formal versions of the citations.  If possible, cite a page number.  If an access date is required include it parenthetically at the end of the citation, as in the second example below.
FN:
11. Evanston Public Library Board of Trustees, “Evanston Public Library Strategic Plan, 2000-2010: A Decade of Outreach,” Evanston Public Library, http://www.epl.org/library/strategic-plan-00.html.
B:
Evanston Public Library Board of Trustees. “Evanston Public Library Strategic Plan, 2000-2010: 	A Decade of Outreach.” Evanston Public Library.  
	http://www.epl.org/library/strategic-plan-00.html. (accessed 1 June 2005).


Weblog entry or comment
Weblog entries or comments may be cited in running text (“In a comment posted to the Becker-Posner Blog on March 6, 2006, Peter Pearson noted . . .”) instead of in a note or an in-text citation, and then they are commonly omitted from a bibliography or reference list as well.  The following examples show the more formal versions of the citation.  Include the access date parenthetically at the end of the citation, as in the example below.
FN:
8. Peter Pearson, comment on “The New American Dilemma: Illegal Immigration,” The Becker-Posner Blog, comment posted March 6, 2006, http://www.becker-posner-blog.com/archives/2006/03/ (accessed 28 March 2006).
B:
Becker-Posner Blog, The. http://www.becker-posner-blog.com/.


Item in online database
Material published in an online database should be cited as per “Article in an online journal.” Usually an access date is required so include it parenthetically at the end of the citation, as in the first example:
FN:
7. Pliny the Elder, The Natural History, ed. John Bostock and H. T. Riley, in the Perseus Digital Library, http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Plin.+Nat.+1.dedication (accessed 17 November 2005).
B:
Perseus Digital Library. http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/.

Manuscript or Archival Collections
Full identification of most manuscript and archival material usually requires giving the title and date of the item, the series title (if applicable), the name of the collection, and the name of the archive.  In a footnote, except for placing the cited item first, there is no agreement on the order of the remaining elements in the citation, but whatever order is adopted should be used consistently throughout the work.
In a note, the main element of a manuscript citation is usually a specific item (a letter, a memorandum, or whatever) and is thus cited first.  In a bibliography, the main element is usually the collection in which the specific item may be found, the author(s) of the items in the collection, or the depository for the collection.  Collections, authors, and depositories are therefore entered in alphabetical order.  Specific individual items are not included in a bibliography unless only one item from a collection is cited.  Electronic versions of archives should also cite the URL and date accessed.

Illustrations
Illustrations must have captions and should include a credit line indicating the source.  Titles of most works of art are capitalized headline style and italicized, whether standing alone or incorporated into a caption.  Captions for photographs may simply be descriptive and may be incomplete grammatically; descriptive sentences, however, should be grammatically correct.  The use of images in published works sometimes involves copyright.  See the Chicago Manual of Style for more details.  If two or more illustrations are used they are usually numbered, as in the first two examples, though if they are not specifically referred to in your text this is not required, as in the third.  The fourth example shows how to cite from an image in another text:
Fig. 7. Venice in winter (Photo by author.)
Fig. 8. Leonardo da Vinci, Madonna of the Rocks.  Oil on canvas (original panel), 78 x 48 ½ in the Louvre, Paris.
The myth that all children love dinosaurs is contradicted by this nineteenth-century scene of a visit to the monsters at Crystal Palace.  (Cartoon by Josh Leech. “Punch’s Almanac for 1855,” Punch 28 [1855].)
A country garden, reduced to its bare bones in early spring.  The box hedges, which are still cut by hand, have to be carefully kept in scale with the small and complex garden, as well as in keeping with the plants inside the “boxes.” (From Mark Girouard, Life in the English Country House:  A Social and Architectural History [New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1978], 162.)

Ibid. and Short Form Citations
Once a source has been cited with full bibliographical information, it is not necessary thereafter, when referring to the same source, to repeat all the information.  Simply indicate the source by means of a short title or abbreviation, with page number. If the same source is referred to two or more times in succession, the abbreviation Ibid. may be used; if reference to other sources intervene between references to a single source, then it is preferable to use a short title.  Thus:
1. Heather Streets, Martial Races: The Military, Race, and Masculinity in British Imperial Culture, 1857-1914 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2004), 11.
2. Ibid., 12.
3. Kenneth Morgan, “Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade,” International History Review, 30, 4 (2008), 786.
4. Streets, Martial Races, 13.
