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POLYSYNTHETIC 

Âtichinâpihîkinuwishtikwânikiwâu. 
“S/he gives him/her the package of the meat from the head  
  of a caribou that was cleaned out.” 

âtichinâpihîkinuwishtikwânikiwâu 
upside.downopenpassiveheadtransitivizer3subject/3object 

SYLLABICS 

!"#$ ni-pûshî-m my cat 

!"#%& ni-pûshî-m-ish my kitty 

!"#%'() ni-pûshî-m-ish-inân our kitty 

!"#%'(!* ni-pûshî-m-ish-inân-ich our kitties 

127 videos made over 30 month 
period: 2004 - 07) 
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2007 to present: Data processing 

STEP 1  
•  SEGMENTATION, using PHON. 
•  This creates, usually, several hundred records 

per session.  
•  Each record has detailed information about 

what the child says. 
•  Retains access to adult exchanges with child 

for context. 



GROUP A (2 - 4 ! years) 
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Independent Order 

   chinikimun 
chi-  nikimu  -n 
2      sing(AI)  Subj:non.3.indicative 
‘You.sg sing/are singing.’ 

•  !M#K9:+293)#+:3*9:<+?()L`#MM#K+:9:+293)#
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Conjunct Order 
   aa-nikimuyin 
  aa-    nikimu -yin 
  preverb  sing(AI)  Subj:1.sg.indicative 
  ‘… when you.sg sing/are singing.’ 

•  Inflection is less transparent in Conjunct than 
in Independent. 

Imperative Order    

  nikimuh 
  nikimu   (-h) 
  sing(AI)  S:2sg 
  ‘Sing!’ 
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'].-*5#$DDHY#Development of the NEC pronoun/
demonstrative inventory (A1 data) #

1))#!67-:BC+9:#>-:.)*):>)#49:5-C3#K$DDHL_#
Preliminary generalizations – sequences of 
acquisition:  

•  Non-adverbial demonstratives: Prox Sg > Inan 
Obv Sg, Anim Prox Pl > Inan Prox Pl  

•  Adverbial demonstratives: Extended > 
Restricted #
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Two syllables in target, one syllable produced 

chipiha   ‘close it’ 
Adult:   [ts"b ] 
Child A1:  [ba] 

mâtû   ‘s/he is crying’ 
Adult:   [mæ!do] 
Child A1:    [d ]  
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