Creating Personal Web Sites

To create a personal web page on the Computing and Communications (C&C) web server you will need a plato account, which can be obtained by making a request at the C&C Service desk.  Once you have your account here are some instructions for getting your page on the internet.
Simple directions for getting your web page online
1. Design and create your page.
This can be done either by using an HTML editor or by using web page creation software e.g. FrontPage or Netscape Composer. For more information on how to design and create web pages see the URL links listed at the end of this article.
Note: It is important that you save your home page with the filename index.html. The index.html file is the first page that loads when someone visits your web page. Almost all home pages are named index.html so that a visitor will see the content when they arrive at your page.

2. Create a .www directory and set permissions on it.
Before you can transfer the files you need to create a directory in your plato account where those files can be stored. You also need to set the correct permissions on this directory so that the web server will be able to make your content available to visitors of your site. Any files that you create on your plato account are by default private, and unable to be viewed by others.  Setting permissions on your files removes that privacy and enables your web site to be viewed from the internet.

a. Log on to your plato account using your username and password.  This is the same as your portal login (http://my.mun.ca).
b. Type the command “cd” at the prompt (either “>” or “$”) and press enter.

c. Type “mkdir .www” (with a space between the “mkdir” and “.”) and press enter.

d. Type “chmod a+x . .www” and press enter.

e. Type “ls –ld .www” and you should see the following permissions set on your “.www” directory:
drwx--x--x 2 username undergrad 4096 Sep  1 12:00 .www
Note: Try not to do this procedure more than once as it may create unwanted directories and subdirectories. The system does not give any confirmation when the directories have successfully been created or when permissions have successfully been set.

3. Transfer your files.
The next step is to transfer the files to your plato account, to the “.www” directory you created. To do this, you will need to use Secure File Transfer Protocol (SFTP) or Secure File Copy (SCP) software such as WinSCP http://winscp.net/. Most computers in the on campus labs have software that will work, check with the lab assistant for help.
4. Set permissions on the files.
Each file that you place in the “.www” directory will need permissions set on it so that visitors to your web page will be able to read/view the files.  The easiest way to change the permissions is using the same application that you used to transfer the files.  If you require help, check with a lab assistant or call contac the C&C Service desk.
With the above steps completed, your web page should be available to the world.
Note: If you add new files or update existing files in your .www directory, make sure they have the correct permissions set on them.

Checking your page

The address of your web page will be “http://www.ucs.mun.ca/~username” where username is replaced with your own login name.  For example, if the username for your portal account is “jdoe” then the address of your personal web page will be “http://www.ucs.mun.ca/~jdoe”.

Extra information
There are limits to the size of your website, the total size for all files should not exceed 50MB.  If you think this will be an issue, please contact the C&C Service Desk.
To find out information about the creation of web pages, feel free to check out the free tutorials at W3Schools (http://www.w3schools.com).  Also don’t forget the QE II Library.  There are a number of web page creation books available online, check with the information desk at the library for help with your search.
There are also free web specific editors available such as Amaya (http:///www.w3.or/Amaya/) and KompoZer (pronounced “composer” http://www.kompozer.net).  Microsoft Word and OpenOffice Writer are also capable of generating simple web pages.
